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FOREWORD 

THE  War  is  turning  men's  thoughts  to  the  essentials  of 
life.  The  artificial  and  superficial  are  receding  into  the 
background,  as  men  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
realities  of  life.  Religion  to  thousands  of  men  has  become 
a  real  force  in  life  and  heart,  and  has  ceased  to  be  held 
merely  as  a  pious  opinion.  The  formal  recital  of  a  Creed 
has  given  way  to  something  deeper  and  more  real,  and  men 
are  overcoming  even  by  their  faith. 

It  is  therefore  fitting  that  at  such  a  time  as  this  the 
facts  contained  in  the  old  Creed  should  be  presented  as 
the  hope  of  mankind.  The  Creed  is  not  a  Parable,  but  a 
statement  of  facts  upon  which  the  Church  herself  rests, 
and  which  forms  her  message  to  the  world.  I  am  glad, 
therefore,  that,  at  this  time,  Mr.  Russell  Caley  is  issuing 
this  thoughtfully-prepared  volume  of  Sermons,  which  sets 
forth  the  positive  teaching  of  Christianity,  together  with 
such  helpful  suggestions  as  to  how  it  should  affect  the  lives 
of  men.  "  Faith  without  works  is  dead,"  and  what  the 
world  wants  to-day  is  a  Faith  which  can,  by  revolution 
izing  the  life  of  the  individual,  gradually  revolutionize  the 
life  of  the  world  itself.  It  is  because  I  think  this  volume 
of  Sermons  will  be  helpful  in  that  direction  that  I  am 
warmly  commending  it. 

J.   E.   CHELMSFORD. 

BISHOPSCOURT,  CHELMSFORD, 
ist  December,  1915. 
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CHAPTER    I 

"  Be  ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh 
you  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you  with  meekness  and 
fear  "  (i  Pet.  iii.  15). 

THE  GROUND  OF  OUR  BELIEF 
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CHAPTER    I 

"  Be  ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh 
you  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you  with  meekness  and  fear  " 
(i  Pet.  iii.  15). 

THE  GROUND  OF  OUR  BELIEF 

OUR  Christian  hope  must  have  a  foundation  which 
satisfies  us,  or  it  will  not  comfort  us  in  time  of  trouble. 
If  our  hope  is  real  it  will  attract  notice,  and  people 
will  enquire  about  it.  We  may  meet  in  life's  journey 
with  three  sets  of  enquirers  : — 

a.  The  Sceptic — who  denies  it  all. 

b.  The  Frivolous — who  derides  it  all. 

c.  The  Sincere  Seeker — who  desires  it  all. 

Both  for  our  comfort  and  usefulness  we  want  to  know 
(i)  What  we  believe.  (2)  Why  we  believe  it. 

Yet  we  should  pursue  this  enquiry  with  meekness,  for 
the  subjects  of  it  are  mysterious  and  vast  and  of  in 
finite  importance,  and  we  must  be  careful  how  we  speak 
of  or  explain  them,  and  even  think  of  them,  and  we 
must  also  pursue  it  with  fear,  because  we  may  mislead 
ourselves  and  others  unless  we  ask  the  constant  help 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit.  At  the  same  time  we  must  be 
ready  to  answer  all  enquirers,  for  the  greatness  of  the 
subject  must  not  make  us  slow  in  speaking  of  it,  or 
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defending  it.  We  must  have  such  a  keen  apprecia 
tion  of  the  value  of  this  faith  and  hope,  that  we  are 
able  to  justify  it  before  all  men — to  defend  our  faith 
against  all  assaults — and  be  ready  to  meet  every  man 
with  calmness,  confidence  and  clearness. 

We  are  going  to  consider  in  its  spiritual  bearings 
The  Apostles'  Creed  (not  historically,  or  controversially, 
but  devotionally).  It  is  the  shortest  of  all  the  Creeds, 
and  the  one  accepted  as  the  simplest  basis  of  the 
Christian  Faith  by  every  branch  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  the  West.  (The  Greek  Church  does  not 
accept  it.) 

But  before  we  look  at  this  Creed — let  us  ask,  what 
do  we  mean  by  a  Creed  ?  The  word  comes  from  the 
Latin — Credo = I  believe.  Notice,  we  do  not  say  we 
believe,  but  /  believe  !  Faith  is  a  thing  that  must 
be  personal ;  no  one  can  believe  for  you ;  you  can 
only  believe  for  yourself. 

So  the  Church  teaches  us  ;  we  are  each  one  expected 
to  understand  what  we  say,  for  it  would  be  absurd 
for  people  to  stand  up  and  repeat  something  they 
did  not  understand,  and  we  usually  stand  up  when  we 
say  the  Creed  as  showing  our  willingness  to  defend 
it,  and  no  one  will  fight  very  valiantly  for  a  cause 
which  he  does  not  understand,  and  concerning  which 
he  has  very  hazy  notions  of  its  truth  and  justice 
and  importance. 

Creeds,  then,  are  the  expressions  of  our  personal 
belief,  and  they  state  clearly  and  concisely  those 
most  important  truths  regarding  God,  His  Nature 
and  Character,  and  our  relationship  to  Him,  which 
most  vitally  concern  us,  and  which  we  are  ready  to 
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stand  up  for  against  anybody  who  dares  to  deny 
them. 

Creeds  became  very  necessary  quite  early  in  the 
history  of  the  Christian  Church.  They  are  supposed 
to  have  their  justification,  if  not  their  origin,  in 
St.  Peter's  avowal,  Matt.  xvi.  16,  "  Thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  Living  God,"  and  our  Lord's  last 
command  in  Matt,  xxviii.  19-20,  when,  after  ordering 
Baptism  as  the  means  of  entrance  into  His  Church  for 
all  nations,  He  says  they  are  to  be  taught  "  All  things 
whatsoever  I  commanded  you,"  and  it  was  only 
reasonable  that  these  main  points  of  belief  should  be 
put  together  as  briefly  as  possible  and  committed  to 
memory,  that  Christians  might  know  when  questioned 
by  heathen,  or  Jews,  etc.,  what  they  believed,  and 
why  they  believed  it. 

These  early  Creeds  were  probably  very  short  indeed  : 
mere  expressions  of  personal  belief  in  the  Divinity 
of  Christ,  or  the  repetition  of  the  baptismal  formula, 
"  I  believe  in  the  Father,  in  the  Son,  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghost." 

We  seem  to  have  the  germ  of  simple  Creeds  in  such 
expressions  as  "Thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth 
Jesus  as  Lord  "  (Rom.  x.  9,  R.V.),  and  when  Paul 
speaks  of  "  the  form  or  pattern  of  sound  words  " 
which  Timothy  is  to  hold  fast  (2  Tim.  i.  13).  He  seems, 
moreover,  to  give  such  a  form  in  his  first  Epistle 
(i  Tim.  iii.  16)  when  he  says  :  "  Great  is  the  mystery 
of  godliness.  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  justified 
in  the  Spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached  among  the 
Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into 
glory." 


14  THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE 

But  the  passage  of  time,  and  the  dangers  from 
without  and  within,  soon  rendered  necessary  a  longer 
and  more  detailed  expression  of  a  Christian's  belief. 
All  kinds  of  strange  heresies  and  misbeliefs  grew  up, 
like  rank  weeds,  in  the  Church,  while  enemies  without 
never  tired  of  misrepresenting  what  Christians  really 
believed,  so  gradually  Creeds  grew  larger,  as  a  plant 
grows  from  a  seed.  Thus  we  come  to  our  "  Apostles' 
Creed,"  so  called,  not  because  there  is  any  evidence 
that  the  Apostles  wrote  it,  but  because  it  contained 
the  doctrines  which  they  taught,  and  which  they 
required  their  followers  to  accept. 

It  contains  all  those  divine  truths  which  every 
Christian  must  assent  to  at  his  Baptism,  and  reminds 
us  how  necessary  it  is  that  everybody  should  clearly 
understand  what  they  must  believe  on  matters  of 
eternal  consequence. 

We  find  this  Creed  first  about  A.D.  150  in  its  simplest 
form,  though  it  did  not  grow  to  the  form  in  which 
we  have  it  till  considerably  later.  I  would  have  you 
notice  it  is  the  only  Creed  the  Church  of  England 
insists  on  the  laity  assenting  to.  It  is  repeated  at 
Baptism  as  the  groundwork  on  which  the  religious 
education  of  the  child  is  to  be  built  up.  The  sponsors 
solemnly  promise  the  child  shall  be  taught  it,  and  its 
meaning,  "  with  all  other  things  a  Christian  ought  to 
know  and  believe  to  his  soul's  health."  At  Con 
firmation,  the  candidate  is  asked  if  he  acknowledges 
himself  bound  to  believe  all  his  sponsors  promised  for 
him,  i.e.,  the  Apostles'  Creed.  This  Creed  is  always 
to  be  recited  at  daily  Services,  and  at  the  last  solemn 
hour  of  the  believer's  life,  in  the  office  for  the  Visitation 
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of  the  Sick,  the  dying  Christian  is  again  asked  if  he 
believes  all  its  precious  truths.  It  is,  in  fact,  to  be 
his  guide  and  comfort  in  life,  his  hope  and  encourage 
ment  in  death. 

The  Nicene  Creed  used  in  the  Communion  Service 
states  the  same  truths  in  a  fuller  way,  because  an 
adult  Christian,  who  is  entering  on  the  highest  privi 
leges  of  the  Christian  religion,  is  supposed  and  expected 
to  know  more  than  a  child,  and  we  must  remember  the 
Nicene  Creed  deals  with  ideas,  the  Apostles'  Creed 
with  facts  only.  Yet  we  are  daily  reminded  by  the 
constant  use  of  the  Apostles'  Creed  that  it  contains  all  a 
soul  needs  to  know  and  believe  for  its  eternal  salvation. 

What  a  blessing  that  these  vital  truths  can  be  put 
so  simply  that  a  little  child  can  learn  them,  and  a 
dying  saint  remember  them  in  the  last  consciousness 
of  life. 

Let  us  note  here  one  very  important  thing.  The 
Apostles'  Creed  is  positive ;  it  has  many  omissions. 
It  says  nothing  of  personal  conduct,  Church  Govern 
ment,  Sacraments,  Ritual,  the  origin  of  sin,  the 
personality  of  Satan.  There  are  a  vast  number  of 
important  matters  on  which  the  Creed  is  quite  silent. 
Why  is  this  ?  Because  the  Creed  tells  us  what  we 
must  believe,  not  what  we  do  not  believe,  or  what  may 
be  called  matters  of  pious  opinion,  things  about  which 
Christians  may  differ  and  do  differ.  The  truths 
stated  in  this  Creed  admit  of  no  doubt,  of  no  question  ; 
they  are  the  certainties  of  our  religion.  It  is  not 
concerned  with  what  men  may  believe,  but  what  they 
must  believe,  and  what  they  must  each  believe  for 
themselves. 
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Let  us  note  how  the  question  is  put  in  the  Church 
Catechism.  "  Rehearse  the  Articles  of  thy  Belief  !  " 
The  word  article  comes  from  the  Latin  articulum,  that  is 
"  a  little  bone."  The  Creed  is  the  bare  skeleton  of  the 
Christian  Faith,  but  you  must  have  every  bone,  or 
you  will  spoil  the  skeleton  ;  but  if  you  have  all,  you 
have  a  complete  outline,  each  in  its  proper  part. 

Now,  What  is  Faith  P  What  does  it  mean,  "  I 
believe  ?  "  Bishop  Pearson  has  well  put  it :  "  Faith 
is  an  assent  to  truths  credible  upon  the  testimony  of 
God  (not  on  their  intrinsic  reasonableness)  delivered 
unto  us  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostles  and  Prophets. 
By  faith  we  venture  our  eternal  interests  on  the  bare 
word  of  God — this  is  altogether  reasonable."  We  should 
always  recollect  our  faith  must  be  of  three  kinds  : — 

1.  Intelligent — resting   on   facts,  not   feelings ;    not 

credulous,  but  rational. 

2.  Personal — individual  trust,  as  when  Peter  said, 

"  Lord,  if  it  be  thou,  bid  me  come  unto  thee 
upon  the  water  "  (Matt.  xiv.  26-31). 

3.  Practical — shown  by  action.     James  ii.  18  :    "I 

will  show  thee  my  faith  by  my  works." 

Then,  What  is  the  ground  of  this  Faith  P  It  is  the 
Word  of  God.  Art.  viii.  of  the  Church  of  England 
only  asks  us  to  accept  this  Creed  because  it  can  be 
proved  by  most  certain  warrant  of  Holy  Scripture,  and 
Art.  vi.  tells  us  that  whatsoever  is  not  read  in  our  Bibles, 
nor  can  be  proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of  any 
man  that  it  should  be  believed  as  an  article  of  the 
Faith.  What  a  rock,  then,  does  our  belief  rest  on  ! 
The  impregnable  rock  of  Holy  Scripture — the  Word 


THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE  17 

of  God !  Do  we  want  more  ?  We  must  remember 
this  fact  as  we  proceed  in  our  study  of  the  Creed. 

Lastly,  this  Creed  is  intended  to  have  a  controlling 
influence  upon  our  lives ;  we  must  become  obedient 
from  the  heart  to  that  form  (or  pattern)  of  teaching 
whereunto  we  are  delivered  (Rom.  vi.  17,  R.V.). 
What,  then,  is  the  result  of  this  personal  belief — of  this 
Creed  truly  believed  in  ?  It  will  alter  my  views  of 
God,  of  myself,  of  the  present  and  the  future. 

Feelings  of  love  and  reverence  will  fill  my  heart  as 
I  survey  the  works  of  Him,  whom  I  believe  to  be  my 
Maker  and  my  Father.  My  guilty  soul  is  comforted 
by  the  knowledge  of  the  Nature,  Life  and  Death,  and 
Resurrection  of  my  Divine  Redeemer,  while  my 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  His  sanctifying  work, 
my  close  connection  with  my  fellow  believers  and  the 
hope  of  eternal  life,  fill  me  with  comfort  and  strength 
here,  and  a  glorious  prospect  for  the  vast  illimitable 
future. 

Reader,  can  you  say  "  /  believe "  to  all  this  ? 
Is  it  a  heart,  not  only  a  head  belief  ?  Deeply  as  we 
may  realize,  value,  know  these  truths,  we  need  daily 
to  pray,  "  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  my  unbelief !  " 
(Mark  ix.  24).  "  That  which  I  see  not,  teach  thou  me  " 
(Job  xxxiv.  32). 

The  more  we  realize  the  height  and  depth  and 
length  and  breadth  of  those  wonderful  truths  which 
this  ancient  Creed  has  enshrined  for  us — a  Creed 
which  has  been  the  concise  yet  thankful  expression  of 
the  faith  of  millions  of  Christians,  through  all  the 
changes  and  chances  of  this  world's  chequered  history — 
the  more  there  will  grow  up  within  us  a  fuller  sense 
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of  duty  and  responsibility  in  regard  to  living  out  in 
our  daily  life  what  we  so  readily  avow  as  our  belief. 
Knowledge  is  not  only  power,  but  also  responsibilty , 
and  this  sense  of  responsibility  will  kindle  in  us  a 
deepening  sense  of  helplessness  and  need,  which  will 
in  its  turn  lead  us  to  prayer — sincere,  constant,  earnest 
prayer — that  these  truths  so  profound,  yet  so  simple, 
may  find  their  expression  in  a  life  of  deeper  reverence, 
more  self  -  sacrificing  love,  more  unquestioning 
obedience,  and  brighter  hope,  so  that  the  world 
around  may  see  that  this  Creed  is  not  to  us  a  mere 
"  form  of  sound  words,"  but  a  ceaseless  fountain  of 
encouragement  and  hope  and  joy. 

Yes,  /  believe.  The  beliefs  of  other  men  lie  secret 
between  themselves  and  their  Creator ;  for  my  own 
belief  I  must  take  personal  responsibility,  to  hold  by 
it,  to  live  in  it,  to  die  for  it  if  need  be.  No  matter 
what  anybody  else  may  say,  or  think,  or  do — I  believe 
with  intelligence  and  with  affection  in  all  the  glorious 
truths  so  beautifully  strung  together  on  this  thread 
of  faith,  and  I  am  determined,  by  God's  grace,  that 
each  jewel  shall  sparkle  with  the  radiance  of  a  holy  and 
consecrated  life. 


CHAPTER   II 

"  Have  we  not  all  one  Father  ?    hath  not  one  God  created 
us  ?  "  (Mai.  ii.  10). 

"  Through  faith  we  understand  that  the  worlds  were  framed 
by  the  word  of  God  ?  "  (Heb.  xi.  3). 

"  I  BELIEVE  IN  GOD  THE  FATHER  ALMIGHTY,  MAKER 
OF  HEAVEN  AND  EARTH  " 


CHAPTER   II 

"  Have  we  not  all  one  Father  ?  hath  not  one  God  created 
us  ?  "  (Mai.  ii.  10). 

"  Through  faith  we  understand  that  the  worlds  were  framed 
by  the  word  of  God  ?  "  (Heb.  xi.  3). 

"  I  BELIEVE  IN  GOD  THE  FATHER  ALMIGHTY,  MAKER 
OF  HEAVEN  AND  EARTH  " 

"  /  believe  in  God."  Do  I  ?  If  so,  what  is  my 
position  with  regard  to  Him  ?  What  duties  do  I  owe 
Him  ?  What  do  I  look  for  and  need  from  Him  ? 

What  thoughts  of  awe  and  reverence  ought  to  fill 
our  minds  at  that  mysterious,  wonderful  word — God ! 
The  idea  of  God  has  always  been  universal ;  man  has 
ever  acknowledged  some  Power  and  Presence,  greater 
and  wiser  than  himself.  The  most  degraded  savage 
"  feels  after  God/'  even  if  he  worships  only  a  devil. 
We  can  understand  something  of  the  sentiment  that 
made  the  Jew  never  destroy,  and  always  reverently 
pronounce,  the  name  of  God  ;  that  makes  the  Moslem 
add  to  "Allah"  "Blessed  be  His  Name."  It  has 
been  said  our  English  literature  and  our  habit  of 
thought  is  strangely  wanting  in  affection  for  God — 
that  in  this  it  is  so  different  from  the  warm  tone  of  our 
Bibles — and  of  the  literature  of  other  races. 

We  believe  in  God,  only  one,  yet  manifested  in  three 
Persons,  as  Creator,  Redeemer,  Sanctifier.    God  the 
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Father,  specially  revealed  to  us  in  the  Old  Testament, 
God  the  Son  in  the  Gospels,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
the  Acts  and  the  Epistles. 

We  believe  that  God  is  One  because  there  is  "no 
room  for  another/'  "There  is  no  God  else  beside 
me/'  saith  the  Lord  (Isa.  xlv.  21).  The  learned 
divine  Hooker  has  wisely  reminded  us  how  "  dangerous 
were  it  for  the  feeble  brain  of  man  to  wade  far  into 
the  doings  of  the  Most  High,  whom,  although  to 
know  be  life,  and  joy  to  make  mention  of  His  Name, 
yet  our  soundest  knowledge  is  to  know  that  we  know 
Him,  not  as  indeed  He  is,  neither  can  know  Him, 
and  our  safest  eloquence  concerning  Him  is  our  silence. 
He  is  above  and  we  upon  earth,  wherefore  it  behoveth 
our  words  to  be  wary  and  few." 

When  we  speak  of  "  Revelation,"  we  imply  two 
things  :  (a)  That  there  is  something  to  reveal,  (b) 
Some  one  to  reveal  it. 

Now  we  can  only  know  God  as  far  as  He  chooses 
to  reveal  Himself;  beyond  this  all  must  necessarily 
be  conjecture  and  uncertainty. 

But  God  has  revealed  Himself  to  us  in  Holy 
Scripture  and  by  the  operations  of  His  Providence  as 
having  these  ten  attributes  amongst  others : — That  He  is 

1.  Eternal—"  The    Eternal    God    is    thy    refuge " 

(Deut.  xxxiii.  27). 

2.  Changeless — "  I  am  the  Lord,   I  change  not " 

(Mai.  in.  6). 

3.  Omnipotent — "  I  am  the  almighty  God  "  (Gen. 

xvii.  i). 

4.  Omniscient — "  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every 

place "  (Prov.  xv.  3). 
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5.  Omnipresent — "  Do  not  I  fill  heaven  and  earth  ? 

saith  the  Lord  "  (Jer.  xxiii.  24). 

6.  Holy — "  The  high  and  lofty  One  who  inhabiteth 

eternity,  whose  name  is  Holy  "  (Is.  Ivii.  15). 

7.  Loving — "  God  is  love  "  (i  John  iv.  16). 

8.  Just—"  A  just  God  "  (Isa.  xlv.  21). 

9.  Wise—"  The  only  wise  God  "  (i  Tim.  i.  17). 
10.  Light—"  God  is  light  "  (i  John  i.  5). 

In  this  way  God  has  then  graciously  revealed 
Himself  to  us  as  One  who  can  meet  every  need  of  our 
nature,  and  at  the  same  time  realizes  the  most 
magnificent  dreams  of  our  imagination.  "  O  Lord, 
my  God  !  Thou  art  very  great,  thou  art  clothed  with 
honour  and  majesty  "  (Ps.  civ.  i). 

If  we  really  believe  this,  what  a  life"  shall  we  live  ! 
Such  thoughts  stagger  and  confuse  us  by  their  great 
ness.  They  make  us  feel  like  the  Psalmist  in 
Ps.  cxxxix  :  "  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit  ? 
or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence  ?  "  But 
the  stupendous  grandeur  is  softened  with  the  light 
of  love,  for  God  makes  Himself  also  known  to  us  as  : 
The  Father  Almighty — rather — All-Sovereign.  The 
title  is  not  merely  one  of  absolute  power,  but  of 
exercised  dominion ;  power  not  dormant,  but  active. 

Let  us  remember,  even  in  these  stormy  days,  God 
is  the  All-Sovereign  of  this  world  and  all  the  worlds. 
"  He  doeth  according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  world ;  and  none  can 
stay  his  hand,  or  say  unto  him,  What  doest  thou  ? " 
(Dan.  iv.  35). 

Greatly  in  these  days  of  war  do  we  need  to  believe 
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in  God  All-Sovereign,  for  our  personal  comfort,  and 
our  national  security. 

What  a  beautiful,  reassuring  combination  is  this 
title  !  The  Father  All-Sovereign.  God  has  revealed  all 
His  wonderful  attributes  to  us  in  such  a  gracious, 
tender  way,  so  as  not  to  frighten  and  startle  us,  but 
to  win  our  trust  and  love.  There  is  a  sweet  con 
descension  to  our  frailties  and  limitations  in  all  God's 
revelations. 

God  presents  Himself  as  the  ideal  Father.  Do  I 
believe  in  a  Heavenly  Father,  always  near  me,  seeing 
all  I  do,  noting  all  I  need,  able  always  to  help  me  in 
every  way,  loving  me  with  an  absolutely  pure  and 
changeless  love,  encouraging  in  me  every  pure  and 
holy  desire,  guiding  me  with  unerring  wisdom,  teach 
ing  me  perfect  truth,  judging  all  my  motives,  actions, 
words,  with  absolute  justice  ?  If  I  do  really,  sincerely, 
believe  all  this,  then  what  a  life  of  dependence,  trust, 
love,  hope,  my  life  should  be.  How  beautiful  are 
these  assurances  of  God  ! 

1.  "As  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord 

pitieth  them  that  fear  him  "  (Ps.  ciii.  13). 

2.  "  Your  Father  knoweth  what  things  ye  have 

need  of  before  ye  ask  him  "  (Matt.  vi.  8). 

3.  "If  ye,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts 

unto  your  children  :  how  much  more  shall 
your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  them  that  ask  him  ?  "  (Luke  xi.  13). 

4.  "  Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air :    your  heavenly 

Father  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  mucl\ 
better  than  they  ?  "  (Matt,  vi,  26). 


THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE  25 

5.  "  Grace,  mercy  and  peace  from  God  our  Father  " 
(i  Tim.  i.  2).  ^ 

Do  ye  now  believe  ?  ' 

"  There  is,  most  terrible  thought,  a  practical  atheism, 
orthodox  in  language  and  reverent  in  bearing,  which 
can  enter  a  Christian  Church  and  charm  the  conscience 
to  sleep  with  shadowy  traditions,  an  atheism  which 
grows  insensibly  within  us,  if  we  separate  what  can 
not  be  separated  with  impunity,  the  secular  from  the 
divine,  the  past  and  present  from  the  future,  earth 
from  heaven.  We  look  into  our  own  hearts,  and  see 
with  something  of  startled  surprise  how  small  a  place 
is  occupied  by  the  thought  of  God,  and  we  pause 
before  we  make  reply  "  (Bishop  Westcott). 

But  our  faith  takes  a  wider  range  and  passes  beyond 
the  personal  character  of  God  to  the  evidence  of  His 
Works.  We  believe  also  that  He  is  "  Maker  of  Heaven 
and  Earth."  "  By  faith  we  understand  that  the  worlds 
were  framed  by  the  word  of  God."  The  works  of 
God  are  reminders  to  us  of  His  Character,  Power, 
Presence.  "  Every  house  is  builded  by  some  man  ; 
but  he  that  built  all  things  is  God  "  (Heb.  iii.  4). 
These  words  are  a  later  addition  to  the  Creed,  which 
remind  us  we  have  around  us  perpetual  evidences  of 
His  Power,  Wisdom,  Love.  My  outlook  goes  beyond 
myself  ;  my  belief  has  a  wider  range.  This  Divine 
wonderful  Being,  so  much  to  me,  has  interests  and 
influences  far  beyond  me ;  Heaven  with  its  hosts, 
and  earth  with  its  teeming  throngs,  its  inexhaustible 
riches,  its  endless  wonders,  is  His  too. 

This  thought,  while  on  the  one  hand  it  reminds  me'of 
my  own  insignificance,  on  the  other  assures  me  that 
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I  have  a  personal  claim  on,  and  relationship  to,  Him 
by  whom  all  things  were  made.  "  When  I  consider 
thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers  ;  what  is  man, 
that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  "  (Ps.  viii.  3,  4). 
God  is  indeed  "  Maker  of  Heaven :  "  that  mysterious 
place  that  we  think  of  as  the  Palace,  the  abode  of 
God,  the  wondrous  splendour  .  of  which  all  the 
similes  and  glories  of  earth  fail  utterly  to  give  us  an 
idea  of.  Every  comparison  human  language  can 
summon  to  its  aid  is  vain  and  inadequate,  when  we 
read  of  streets  of  transparent  gold,  gates  of  pearl, 
foundations  of  gems,  a  sea  of  glass,  a  throne  with 
lightnings,  thunderings,  voices,  a  river  of  living 
water,  inhabitants  of  countless  numbers  and  perfect 
glory  and  beauty  and  purity ;  while  a  day  which  knows 
no  evening,  a  light  which  knows  no  shadow,  fills  with 
its  fadeless  splendour  every  part  of  the  Palace  of  the 
King,  our  imagination  falters.  Yet  these  startling 
descriptions  of  the  King's  House  do  not  include  the 
limitless  bounds  of  His  Empire. 

Solomon  uttered  an  eternal  truth  when  he  said 
"  Heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain 
thee  "  (i  Kings  viii.  27); 

The  spacious  firmament  on  high 
With  all  the  blue,  ethereal  sky, 
The  spangled  heavens,  a  shining  frame, 
Their  great  original  proclaim. 

(Addison.) 

Or  as  Job  records  God's  controversy  with  him 
(Job  xxx viii. -xl.)  under  the  blazing  splendour  of  an 
Eastern  sky,  when  He  asked  the  humbled  saint, 
"  Canst  thou  bind  the  sweet  influences  of  Pleiades, 
or  loose  the  bands  of  Orion  ?  Knowest  thou  the 
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ordinances  of  heaven  ?  Canst  thou  set  the  dominion 
thereof  in  the  earth  ?  "(Job  xxxviii  31,  33).  Jeremiah 
says  "  Ah  Lord  God  !  behold,  thou  hast  made  the 
heaven  and  the  earth  by  thy  great  power  and  by  thy 
stretched  out  arm,  and  there  is  nothing  too  wonderful 
for  thee  "  (Jer.  xxxii.  17,  R.V.). 

But  "/  believe  in  God— The  Maker  of  Earth." 
Heaven  comes  rightly  first  as  making  us  feel  the 
unspeakable  glory  of  the  Eternal  in  His  own  Palace 
and  Empire,  before  we  centre  our  thoughts  on  that 
small  part  of  it  we  inhabit  and  call  Earth,  yet  He  is 
"  Maker  of  Earth  "  with  all  its  beauties,  resources, 
fertility,  energies  and  powers. 

"  The  earth  is  crammed  with  heaven 
And  every  common  bush  afire  with  God  " 

(Browning.) 

How  often  we  look  upon  it  and  feel  "  only  man  is 
vile/'  while  "  Earth  with  its  thousand  voices  praises 
God"  (Coleridge). 

Is  not  this  article  of  our  Creed  a  very  inspiring  and 
comforting  belief  ?  Surely  it  is  no  mere  string  of 
words,  but  a  tremendous  fact.  I  believe  that  I  have 
a  Father  in  Heaven  :  All-Sovereign,  whose  Power, 
Wisdom,  Love,  is  exercised  on  my  behalf.  It  is  an 
absolute  Power  united  with  a  boundless  Love. 
But  this  is  not  all :  as  I  view  the  glories  above  me 
and  the  wonders  around  me,  I  am  assured  that  this 
Eternal  Father  is  also  the  Creator  and  Sustainer  of 
all  things,  that  His  power  no  creature  is  able  to  resist. 
The  path  of  my  life,  then,  is  one  over  which  a  supreme 
love  and  pity,  an  ever  ready  help  is  extended.  If 
I  am  tempted  to  think  myself — alone — forsaken — 
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unloved — helpless — I  must  pause,  and  with  reverent 
heart  repeat  to  myself  the  well-known  words  of  my 
Creed.  "  /  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,"  and  I  shall  go  forward,  com 
forted,  strengthened,  confident,  on  the  journey  of  life. 


CHAPTER    III 

"  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  begotten 
Son,  which  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him  " 
(John  i.  1 8). 

"  I  BELIEVE  IN  JESUS  CHRIST  HlS  ONLY 
SON  OUR  LORD  " 


CHAPTER    III 

"  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son, 
which  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him" 
(John  i.  18). 

"  I  BELIEVE  IN  JESUS  CHRIST  HlS  ONLY  SON 
OUR  LORD  " 

A  MODERN  writer  has  acutely  said  that  "  If  the 
being  of  God  is  beyond  your  ken,  the  fact  of  Christ 
is  not,"  and  that  "  The  character  of  God  is  the  question 
in  all  questions  of  faith,  and  when  that  has  been 
answered  faith  is  at  rest  about  everything." 

Now  when  we  think  of  this  Article  of  our  Creed, 
we  need  to  consider 

1.  What  a  wonderful  fact  this  is  to  believe. 

2.  The  wonderful  way  in  which  it  is  revealed  to  us. 

3.  The  wonderful  effect  such  a  belief,  if  sincere  and 

personal,  should  have  upon  us. 

The  text  expresses  the  fact  in  all  its  infinite  wonder, 
and  how  the  fact  was  translated  into  life,  so  that  he  who 
runs  may  read.  Jesus  asks  the  question  in  sad  amaze 
ment  almost  at  the  end  of  His  Ministry, "  Have  I  been 
so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  hast  thou  not  known 
me,  Philip  ?  Ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me  " 
(John  xiv.  i,  9).  The  blinding  light  of  the  divine 
perfections  could  only  be  toned  down  to  the  capacities 
of  our  mental  vision  by  the  medium  of  an  Incarnate 
God. 
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The  fact  was  that  our  sinfulness  and  unrighteous 
ness  and  moral  ruin,  so  imperfectly  known  even  to 
ourselves,  imposed  a  hopeless  barrier  between  us 
and  God. 

The  advance,  the  revelation,  had  to  come  from 
God's  side,  and  we  assert  in  this  article  of  our  Creed 
that  we  humbly,  thankfully,  believe  that  it  did.  We 
believe  that  God  in  His  infinite  mercy  stooped  to  our 
ruined  capacity  and  revealed  to  us  the  glories  of  His 
eternal  character,  its  Holiness,  Righteousness,  Justice, 
Love,  in  such  a  wonderful  way  as  not  only  to  satisfy 
our  thoughts  and  needs  and  hopes,  but  also  in  such 
a  simple,  sweet,  loving  way,  that  we  can,  as  it  were, 
test  and  prove  this  revelation,  in  a  way  which 
dispels  every  doubt,  and  continually  increases  our 
faith  and  encourages  our  hopes. 

In  this  article  of  my  Creed,  I  express  my  belief  that 
God  has  revealed  Himself  to  me  in  His  dear  Son  under 
three  wonderful  titles  :  (i)  Jesus — that  is  Saviour  ; 

(2)  Christ — the  Anointed  One,  that  is  as  a  Saviour 
anointed,  set  apart  by  God,  but  at  the  same  time  this 
Saviour  is  absolutely  and  uniquely  divine,  for  He  is 

(3)  His  only  Son. 

I  believe  in  Jesus.  Simple  words,  and  often  most 
carelessly  uttered,  with  a  sad  indifference,  or  an  utter 
ignorance  of  their  profound,  tremendous  meaning. 
What  do  they  really  mean  ?  that  I  believe  /  am  a 
sinner,  a  sinner  so  hopelessly  lost  that  only  God 
Himself  could  save  me.  That  the  desperate  condition 
of  my  soul  so  touched  with  infinite  pity  the  heart  of 
the  Eternal  that  He,  at  the  cost  of  a  sacrifice  entirely 
beyond  my  wildest  thoughts,  satisfied  both  the  require- 
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merits  of  His  awful  Justice  and  also  of  His  fathomless 
Love. 

Do  I  thus  believe  in  Jesus  ?  If  not,  the  title  is 
meaningless,  quite  unnecessary.  Either  I  did  need 
a  Saviour,  or  I  did  not.  There  is  no  middle  path. 
When  I  utter  these  words,  they  imply  on  my  part  a 
deep  confession  of  sin,  of  helplessness,  and  also  of 
faith,  for  it  means  not  only  that  I  acknowledge  my 
need  of  a  Saviour,  but  far,  very  far  more,  that  I  believe 
God  has  provided  one,  even  for  me,  who  perfectly 
meets  for  all  eternity  all  I  can  ever  need  for  pardon 
and  peace,  and  also  all  that  the  strictest  divine  justice 
can  ever  require.  Do  I  believe  this  ? 

But  "  I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ."  Not  only  that  / 
have  a  Saviour,  glorious  and  wonderful  as  that  fact 
is,  but  that  this  Saviour  is  one  who  completely  fulfils 
the  promises  and  purposes  of  God.  Very  impressively 
has  the  Holy  Spirit  sealed  the  purpose  of  St.  John's 
Gospel,  when  the  Apostle  says  :  "  These  things  are 
written,  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God ;  and  that  believing  ye  might  have 
life  through  his  name  "  (John  xx.  31)  ;  and  when  the 
Lord  Christ  reveals  Himself  to  Paul  on  the  Damascus 
road,  as  "I  am  Jesus,"  Paul  goes  forth  in  his  new 
found  faith  and  joy,  and  proves  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ ;  and  long  years  after,  when  a  toilworn  warrior 
of  the  Cross,  just  about  to  lay  down  his  armour  and 
receive  his  crown,  he  cries  triumphantly,  "  There  is 
one  mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  man  Christ 
Jesus  "  (i  Tim.  ii.  5).  In  our  Creed  the  addition 
is  not  superfluous,  the  phrase  "  Jesus  Christ  "  is  more 
than  a  mere  name,  it  tells  us  of  a  divine  office,  that 
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Jesus  was  the  fulfilled  hope  of  Israel,  of  the  whole 
world.  He  was  the  Messiah — the  Anointed.  Through 
long  ages,  by  all  kinds  of  writers  and  speakers  and 
prophets,  God  had  been  bringing  before  the  eyes  of 
men  the  portrait  of  a  glorious  King  and  Saviour, 
"  Who  should  be  a  Priest  upon  his  throne " 
(Zech.  vi.  13),  and  of  whose  kingdom  there  should  be 
no  end. 

It  was  a  marvellous  picture,  the  outlines  of  which 
grew  in  distinctness  before  the  eyes  of  a  weary  waiting 
world,  age  after  age — a  perfect  Saviour — one  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  touched  with  an 
experimental  sympathy  for  all  our  sorrows,  sufferings 
and  temptations.  So  loving  that  the  humblest  might 
approach  Him  without  fear.  So  powerful  that  the 
weakest  might  trust  Him  without  doubt.  Not  only 
a  Saviour,  but  such  a  Saviour  !  One  who  reveals  to 
me  the  divine  purposes  of  my  Heavenly  Father,  in 
His  Love,  Wisdom,  Power.  My  poor  sin-sick  soul 
needs  a  loving  and  wise  Saviour,  to  go  to  with  all  its 
sins  and  cares  and  needs,  and  I  find  in  Jesus  Christ, 
what  no  human  priest  can  pretend  to  give  me  :  pardon 
and  peace,  now  and  for  ever. 

"  Thou  art  the  Christ— the  Son  of  the  Living  God  !  " 
cried  St.  Peter,  and  with  a  fuller  knowledge,  a 
certainty  founded  on  twenty  centuries  of  experience 
and  witness,  the  Church,  and  the  individual  Christian, 
endorses  St.  Peter's  magnificent  effort  of  faith  in 
C.  Wesley's  lines  •— 

Thou,  oh  Christ,  art  all  I  want, 
More  than  all  in  Thee  I  find. 

"  Christ  is  not  imprisoned  in  history,  in  the  Bible, 
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nor  in  the  Church.  Faith  in  Christ  is  not  the  passing 
of  an  examination  in  theological  terms  and  doctrines, 
it  is  a  realization  of  the  eternal  love  as  it  is  in  Him  who 
interprets  life  and  reveals  the  Father  "  (Kelman). 

But  our  Creed  does  not  stop  at  even  these  two 
tremendous  facts.  It  teaches  me  to  express  my  belief 
in  a  Saviour,  One  who  in  the  determinate  council  and 
foreknowledge  of  God  was  crucified  and  slain  for  me, 
yes  !  even  me.  It  tells  me  that  this  great  Saviour  is 
also  a  King  and  a  Priest — the  Christ  of  God,  One 
whose  sympathy  is  as  profound  as  His  authority  is 
boundless,  but  it  goes  beyond  even  this — "  /  believe 
He  is  His  only  Son!  " 

It  assures  me  that  this  Saviour,  King,  Priest,  is  also 
"  Very  and  Eternal  God."  Very  God  of  very  God. 
Faith  can  go  no  further,  but  it  must  not  stop  short 
of  this.  St.  Peter  said  :  "  Thou  art  the  Son  of  the 
Living  God."  St  John  says  :  "  We  know  that  the 
Son  of  God  is  come  .  .  .  and  who  is  he  that  over- 
cometh  the  world,  but  he  that  believeth  that  Jesus 
is  the  Son  of  God  "  (i  John  v.  5,  20).  If  my  soul  has 
been  dazzled  by  the  glory  revealed  in  the  first  two 
facts,  it  becomes  silent  in  love  and  reverence  at  this 
"  excellent  glory."  Yes  !  God  said  :  "  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased  "  (Matt.  iii.  17). 
Do  you  venture  to  say  such  faith  as  this  is  unpractical ; 
that  any  one  of  these  wonderful  titles  and  statements 
can  be  left  out  without  loss  ?  Oh  I  no.  They  all 
hang  together,  as  the  beauty  of  the  sunlight  is  the 
glory  of  the  sun.  This  faith  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Son  of  God  gives  a  certainty,  a  foundation  to  my  life 
that  nothing  else  could  ;  it  speaks  to  me  of  limitless 
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power  to  save,  of  inexhaustible  sympathy,  of  ever 
lasting  glory.  He  who  was  "  with  the  Father  before 
the  world  was,"  is  my  Saviour,  King,  Priest. 

We  call  this  the  Apostles'  Creed,  as  containing  the 
doctrines  they  taught ;  a  definite  belief,  then,  in  the 
Divinity  of  Christ  is  essential,  for  it  was  the  centre  and 
base  of  all  their  faith.  It  is  no  side  issue,  no  matter 
of  choice,  or  of  indifference,  it  is  the  ultimate  ground 
of  my  personal  pardon  and  peace.  We  believe  Jesus 
"  is  the  brightness  of  his  Father's  glory,  the  express 
image  of  his  Person"  (Heb.  i.  3),  that,  as  St.  Paul 
says,  "  In  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead 
bodily  "  (Col.  ii.  9),  and  as  a  poet  has  said : — 

Worth  while  a  thousand  years  of  woe 

To  speak  one  little  word, 
If  by  that  "  I  believe  "  we  own 

The  Godhead  of  our  Lord. 

Let  us  just  pause  a  moment  and  think  how  our 
faith  in  this  dear  and  divine  Saviour  is  strengthened 
as  we  consider  His  earthly  life,  His  deeds  and  words. 
"  His  whole  life  showed  that  His  moral  experience 
and  knowledge  was  not  that  of  any  other  man.  He 
told  others  of  the  evil  of  their  hearts,  but  made  no 
confession  of  sin  for  Himself.  He  sympathized  with 
sinners,  but  never  hinted  that  He  had  ever  been  the 
same.  His  conscience  was  infinitely  sensitive,  yet 
He  challenged  any  man  to  convict  Him  of  sin.  He  was 
not  only  separate  from  sinners,  but  distinct  from 
saints." 

All  saints  tell  us  how  they  reached  sanctity  by  tears 
and  prayers  and  repentance ;  Jesus  never  speaks  of 
this.  But  not  only  did  He  not  confess  to  any  sin  or 
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imperfection,  but  He  presented  Himself  as  the  com 
plete  satisfier  of  every  man's  need.  "  Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden  "  (Matt.  xi.  28). 
"  If  any  man  thirst  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink  " 
(John  vii.  37).  "  The  Son  of  Man  hath  power  to 
forgive  sins  "  (Mark  ii.  10),  and  Peter  said,  with  the 
other  Apostles :  "  Him  hath  God  exalted  to  give 
forgiveness  of  sins  "  (Acts  v.  31). 

These  considerations  lead  us  to  feel  with  thankfulness 
how  strong,  grand,  certain,  are  the  grounds  of  this 
belief.  These  three  glorious  titles  hang  together  as 
a  Trinity  of  Revelation  :  —  Saviour  —  Christ  —  God. 
Do  I  believe  this  ?  There  is  no  reality,  no  life  in  my 
faith,  unless  I  believe  that  Jesus  is  all  God  said  He  was, 
and  meant  Him  to  be,  even  to  me. 

But  if  I  really  believe  this  of  my  Saviour  Christ, 
it  brings  me  face  to  face  with  a  great  privilege  and 
responsibility.  I  believe  further  He  is  "  our  Lord." 
The  avowal  is  a  most  serious  and  solemn  one  ;  it 
implies  Christ  has  a  claim  on  us,  one  we  publicly 
acknowledge,  and  also  that  we  have  unquestioned 
duties  towards  Him.  As  Bishop  Westcott  says  •  "  It 
is  our  Lord,"  not  "  the  Lord  "  ;  the  words  describe 
plainly  the  position  in  which  we  stand  and  proclaim 
we  stand  towards  Him.  His  Will  is  the  law  of  our 
action,  His  praise  is  the  measure  of  our  success." 

How  easy  is  it  for  each  of  us  to  repeat  these  well- 
known  words,  formally,  casually,  constantly,  but  how 
truly  tremendous  is  their  significance  !  As  the  prophet 
said  :  "  Other  lords  have  had  dominion  over  us,  but 
by  thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name  " 
(Isa.  xxvi.  13).  What  a  privilege !  One  is  your 
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Master,  even  Christ.  But  is  it  so?  Would  people 
know  it  ?  Do  we  remember  it  ?  Jesus  said  :  "  Ye 
call  me  Master  and  Lord,  and  ye  say  well,  for  so  I  am  " ; 
but  the  proof  of  the  genuineness  of  our  belief  is  the 
measure  of  our  self-sacrifice,  our  humility,  our  service. 
"  Is  example  nothing  ?  "  asked  Burke.  "  It  is 
everything ;  example  is  the  school  of  mankind,  and 
they  will  learn  at  no  other."  He  "  left  us  an  example." 
//  He  is  our  Lord,  we  shall  strive  to  follow  it.  Do  we  ? 
To  avow  your  belief  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  Saviour, 
Christ,  God,  and  yet  refuse  Him  your  entire,  whole 
hearted,  life-long  service  is  an  appalling  condemnation. 

Do  you  say,  "  This  is  a  hard  saying  ! — you  may  go 
away  and  walk  no  more  with  him,"  but  then  do  not 
repeat  this  Creed.  It  is  an  awful  thing  to  profess  you 
believe  in  your  need  of,  and  God's  provision  of  a 
Saviour,  that  this  Saviour  was  appointed  by  God  as 
your  King  and  Saviour,  that  He  was  even  Deity  itself, 
and  knowing  this  refuse  to  have  Him  as  your  Lord 
and  Master. 

With  a  glorious  bound  of  faith  did  Mary  Magdalene 
fall  at  the  feet  of  her  Risen  Saviour  and  cry  "  Master !"  ; 
with  chastened  trust  did  Thomas  say  in  real  penitence, 
"  My  Lord  and  my  God !  "  Whatever  our  attitude 
has  been  to  Him  in  the  past  of  careless  indifference, 
or  cold  assent,  shall  not  the  glorious  titles  with  which 
our  Creed  reverently  yet  exultingly  crowns  Him, 
kindle  in  us  such  a  warmth  of  love,  awe,  loyalty,  that 
from  our  very  hearts  the  words  will  henceforth  come 
with  burning  earnestness,  "/  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 
His  only  Son,  my  Lord,"  and  "  I  am  persuaded  that 
neither  death  nor  life  shall  ever  separate  me  from  his 
Love." 
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CHAPTER    IV 

"  The  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace 
and  truth"  (John  i.  14). 

"  CONCEIVED  BY  THE  HOLY  GHOST,  BORN  OF  THE 
VIRGIN  MARY  " 

WE  have  expressed  our  belief  that  though  God  is  seen 
of  no  man,  yet  the  only  begotten  Son  hath  declared 
Him ;  that  in  knowing  Christ,  we  know  God ;  that 
in  the  Incarnate  Son  we  have  revealed  to  us  the 
Eternal  Father.  We  now  go  on  to  express  our  belief 
in  the  special  method  which  God  chose  for  the  Incar 
nation,  for  the  manifestation  of  Himself.  We  are  not 
concerned  with  the  question  whether  the  Incarnation 
would  have  taken  place  independently  of  the  Fall, 
but  with  the  special  and  miraculous  way  in  which 
Divinity  was  linked  to  humanity.  The  Incarnation 
was  the  means  by  which  the  Divine  Nature  and 
Character  was  translated  into  terms  of  human  nature 
and  character. 

God  could  have  adopted  other  means  of  taking 
humanity,  but  to  make  the  experience  of  life  perfect 
it  was  necessary  to  begin  as  a  babe  and  thus  come  in 
contact  with  all  the  phases  of  growth  and  development 
both  of  mind  and  body.  "  The  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  the  ladder,  as  it  were,  by  which  He  came 
down  to  earth  from  heaven,  who  was  God  and  Lord  of 
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all."  "  Nothing  limits  His  humanity  but  the  limits 
proper  to  humanity  itself  "  (Westcott),  and  yet  while 
the  man,  the  last  Adam,  the  perfect  man,  all  were 
conscious  of  something  in  His  Life,  Words,  Actions, 
which  was  infinitely  beyond  the  merely  human.  "  Our 
Lord's  supernatural  life  demands  a  supernatural  birth 
as  its  adequate  cause  "  (Griffith-Thomas). 

The  Virgin  Birth  as  recorded  in  St.  Matthew  and 
St.  Luke  meets  this  need  and  (the  accounts  can  have 
come  only  from  the  Virgin  Mary),  as  the  Com 
munion  Service  of  the  Church  of  England  says, 
He  "was  made  very  man  of  the  substance  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  His  Mother,  and  that  without 
spot  of  sin  to  make  us  clean  from  all  sin."  The 
Apostles  unquestionably  looked  upon  their  Lord  as 
absolutely  superhuman,  they  never  spoke  or  thought  of 
Him  as  an  ordinary  human  being.  "  The  Catholic  Faith 
demands  the  miraculous  birth,  for  the  Incarnation 
assumes  the  pre-existence  of  Christ  (John  xvii.  5), 
and  to  deny  the  Virgin  Birth  is  to  make  the  Lord  a 
man,  one  man  in  the  race,  not  the  new  man,  the  Son 
of  Man  "  (Westcott).  Such  a  unique  life  as  Christ's 
demanded  a  unique  beginning,  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
reasonableness. 

Moreover  the  appalling,  indescribable  condition  of 
the  moral  world  was  at  that  time  such  as  to  demonstrate 
the  utter  hopelessness  of  any  idea  of  salvation  or  help 
from  man  for  man.  Therefore,  as  the  Nicene  Creed 
puts  it,  "  For  us  men  and  for  our  salvation,  He  came 
down  from  heaven " ;  but  when  we  say  "  He  was 
conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost !  "  we  tread  upon  not 
only  holy,  but  instructive  ground,  we  are  brought 
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face  to  face  with  the  mysterious,  secret,  orderly, 
fruitful  operations  of  the  Blessed  Spirit  of  God. 

We  will  not  try  to  explain,  for  no  one  can,  the  exact 
meaning  of  these  wonderful  words :  they  veil  a  glory 
the  eye  of  man  cannot  dare  to  peer  into ;  but  we  calmly, 
confidently  assert  our  heartfelt  belief  that  by  a  great 
miracle  (if  any  miracle  is  great  to  Omnipotence  ?) 
God,  in  a  manner  as  simple  to  Him  as  inscrutable  to 
us,  caused  perfect  deity  to  be  so  joined  to  perfect 
humanity  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
is  "  God  of  the  substance  of  the  Father,  begotten  before 
the  world,  and  Man  of  the  substance  of  His  mother 
born  in  the  world,  who  although  he  be  God  and  Man, 
yet  he  is  not  two,  but  one  Christ "  (Athanasian  Creed). 

Yet  we  must  notice  that  the  Incarnation  was  not 
really  sudden.  It  had  been  prepared  for  through 
long  ages ;  it  had  been  anticipated  with  increasing 
clearness  as  the  centuries  rolled  by,  but  now  when  it 
came  it  was  with  all  the  deliberateness  of  natural 
birth,  the  Virgin  Mary  waited  the  full  time  for  the 
realization  of  her  hopes  and  the  ratification  of  the 
Divine  promise  ;  surely  this  article  of  our  Creed  is  not 
only  a  matter  of  faith,  but  also  a  most  blessed  encourage 
ment  to  hope,  for  we  learn  both  the  impossibility  of 
tracing  the  operations  of  the  Divine  Spirit  and  the 
certainty  of  their  fulfilment.  The  commencement 
of  all  life  is  an  unsolved  mystery,  and  no  less  so  is  it  in 
the  spiritual  world.  "  Except  a  man  be  born  from 
above,  he  cannot  enter  the  Kingdom  of  God  "  (John  iii), 
or  in  Dr.  Dale's  words,  "  If  a  man  is  to  enter  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  he  must  have  the  life  of  the  divine 
realm ;  this  life  comes  from  the  Personal  Spirit." 
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When  the  commencement  of  this  divine  life  begins  in 
the  soul  we  cannot  often  tell,  we  can  only  know  it  by 
its  result,  as  Mary  did  in  the  Incarnation. 

How  silently,  how  silently 

The  wondrous  gift  is  given ; 
So  God  imparts  to  human  hearts 

The  blessings  of  His  Heaven. 
No  ear  may  hear  His  coming, 

But  in  this  world  of  sin, 
Where  meek  souls  will  receive  Him  still 

The  dear  Christ  enters  in. 

(Phillips  Brooks.) 

This  article  of  our  Creed  then  assures  us,  "  to  our 
great  and  endless  comfort,"  that  the  workings  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit  are  often  manifested  in  the  darkest 
hours  and  in  the  most  unexpected  quarters  ;  that 
"  the  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth."  We  note  its 
effect  with  wonder  and  admiration,  but  its  origin 
we  know  not ;  here  we  declare  our  belief  that  the 
operations  of  the  Spirit  are  gradual,  slow  but  sure. 
The  Lord  Jesus  assured  us,  "  The  Kingdom  of  God 
is  within  you,"  and  the  Apostle  tells  us,  "  He  who 
hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you,  will  perform  (perfect 
R.V.)  it  till  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ  "  (Phil.  i.  6)  and  in 
like  manner  these  words  of  our  Creed  remind  us  of 
the  gradualness,  yet  perfection  and  certainty,  of  the 
workings  of  the  Spirit.  "  Every  thought  of  holiness 
is  His  alone,"  and  as  these  thoughts  ripen  into  deeds 
and  develop  in  character,  until  the  Christian  grows 
up  into  the  perfect  man,  "  unto  the  measure  of  the 
stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ,"  so  we  have  here  the 
supreme  evidence,  the  sublime  illustration  of  our 
lower  and  more  personal  experience. 

But  "  He  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,"  and  herein 
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let  us  humbly  learn  the  lesson  of  what  is  to  be  the 
attitude  of  the  human  soul  towards  the  drawings  and 
influences  of  divine  grace  ;  when  God  sends  upon  us 
the  sweet  and  secret  drawings  of  His  Holy  Spirit, 
"  soft  as  the  breath  of  even,'*  the  words  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  at  the  Annunciation  are  our  truest  and  most 
suitable  expression,  "  Behold  the  handmaid  of  the 
Lord  "  (Luke  i.  38).  A  spirit  of  profound  humility, 
of  reverent  submission  and  obedience,  is  the  only 
proper  attitude  in  which  rightly  to  welcome  the 
gracious  promptings  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  the  first 
loving  and  wonderful  advances  of  God  to  our  souls, 
so  unworthy  yet  so  honoured  and  so  blessed. 

These  mysterious  words  come  to  us  not  only  under 
the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with  the  accep 
tance  of  the  Catholic  Church  from  its  earliest  ages, 
but  through  the  medium  of  an  Evangelist,  who  says 
"he  had  traced  the  course  of  all  things  accurately 
from  the  first "  (Luke  i.  3,  R.V.),  so  that  the 
authenticity  of  the  miracle  is  attested  by  testimony 
both  human  and  divine.  Yet  the  fact,  though  so 
briefly  stated,  carries  our  thoughts  and  thanksgivings 
much  further  than  we  sometimes  imagine. 

That  "  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary "  was  but  the 
beginning  of  a  life  as  wonderful  in  its  progress  as  in  its 
origin.  The  thirty  years  that  followed  before  the 
opening  of  the  short  but  infinitely  important  public 
life  of  ministry  are  shrouded  (save  for  one  brief  but 
illuminating  incident)  in  absolute  darkness,  yet  we 
must  remember  that  the  boy  Christ  enjoyed  the 
tenderest  blessings  of  a  mother's  love,  and  possibly 
the  instruction  and  guidance  of  his  reputed  earthly 
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father ;  that,  in  fact,  the  joys  and  comforts  and  bene 
dictions  of  home  gathered  thick  around  him.  And  it 
was  needful  it  should  be  so — in  the  peaceful  atmosphere 
of  that  godly  home,  amidst  occupations  humble  but 
continuous,  exposed  to  the  difficulties,  temptations 
and  changes  of  a  work-a-day  life,  our  Holy  Redeemer 
qualified  Himself  for  ever  to  be  our  sympathetic  and 
wise  Friend  and  Counsellor,  as  well  as  High  Priest. 
In  this  way  only  could  He  become  "  the  man,"  the 
representative  man,  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our 
infirmities,  yet  without  sin. 

Had  He  appeared  on  earth  as  a  full-grown  man,  or 
in  different  circumstances,  He  could  never  have 
touched  at  every  point  the  true  experiences  of 
humanity. 

These  words  "  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary  "  assure  us 
not  only  of  a  mysterious  origin,  but  of  a  practical  yet 
unique  experience.  They  fill  our  hearts  with  gratitude, 
our  lips  with  praise.  The  Lord  Christ  was  not  only 
afterwards  "  the  Man  of  Sorrows,"  but  at  the  com 
mencement  of  His  life  He  was  doubtless  also  the  Boy 
of  Joys.  A  healthy,  happy  youth  was  as  needful  to 
His  perfect  experience  as  the  darker  hours  of  His 
later  life.  The  growing  child  can  treasure  the  thought 
that  Jesus  understands  his  thoughts  and  ways,  as 
truly  as  older  people  can  thankfully  believe  in  His 
tender  sympathy  with  the  trials  and  disappointments 
of  riper  years.  "  Born  of  the  Virgin  Mary  "  means 
very  much  to  the  child  as  well  as  the  man  and  woman. 

But  we  must  not  leave  this  subject  without  letting 
our  thoughts  linger  a  little  on  those  words  "  the  Virgin 
Mary."  While  strange  and  sad  superstitions  have 
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gathered  thickly  round  the  person  of  our  Lord's 
Mother,  and  have  by  their  very  extravagance  shocked 
the  feelings  and  thoughts  of  devout  and  godly  persons ; 
while  exaggerated  sentiment  has  assigned  her  a 
position  as  appalling  to  her  humility  as  it  is  derogatory 
to  her  Divine  Son's  dignity,  yet  we  must  never  forget 
with  what  intense  feelings  of  love  our  Lord  must  ever 
have  regarded  His  beloved  Mother.  A  man's 
character  can  generally  be  truly  gauged  by  the  way 
he  thinks  of,  treats  and  speaks  of  his  mother,  and  as 
our  Lord  was  the  highest  ideal  of  manhood,  we  are 
sure  that  the  bonds  of  affection  that  knit  Mother  and 
Son  together  were  supremely  holy  and  intense.  The 
last  thoughts  of  our  Saviour,  racked  with  indescribable 
torment  as  He  was,  were  for  His  Mother,  "  Woman, 
behold  thy  son  " ;  and  in  committing  her  to  the  care 
of  St.  John,  He  revealed  His  pathetic  and  undying 
desire  for  her  consolation  and  comfort. 

While  we  may  and  must  resent  the  monstrous  and 
unsuitable  honours  which  a  senseless  superstition 
would  heap  upon  her,  she  must  ever  abide  in  our 
hearts  as  "  the  Blessed  among  Women,"  the  infinitely 
blessed  ;  the  one  whom  all  nations  rise  up  and  call 
blessed  !  the  one  infinitely  dear  to  her  Divine  Son, 
and  our  Divine  Lord.  The  most  glorious  embodiment 
of  womanly  purity,  grace  and  love,  yet  at  the  same 
time  so  conscious  of  her  fallen  and  sinful  state,  that  in 
the  moment  of  her  profoundest  honour  she  could  say 
of  her  coming  child,  "  My  Spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God, 
my  Saviour  "  (Luke  i.  47). 

May  we  not  think  that  the  picture  of  the  Holy 
Mother,  drawn  for  us  by  the  Divine  pencil,  so  clearly 


48  THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE 

yet  so  simply,  in  barest  but  strongest  outline,  is  a 
gracious  indication  of  the  reinstatement  of  woman 
in  the  thought  of  all  humanity,  after  her  sad  and 
inferior  position  in  the  world,  in  consequence  of  the 
Fall.  All  men  can  now  see  the  picture  of  a  holy  and 
beautiful  female  character,  infinitely  attractive  because 
so  absolutely  unobtrusive.  Mary  I  pensive  and 
thoughtful  about  holy  things,  the  things  of  God ; 
patient  in  waiting  the  fulfilment  of  her  great  hope ; 
sweetly  gentle  when  finding  her  lost  Son  in  the  Temple  ; 
humble  and  trustful  when  checked  by  Him  at  the 
Marriage  of  Cana  in  her  anxiety  for  His  recognition  ; 
unobtrusive  at  every  period  of  His  earthly  Ministry, 
yet  ever  loving,  ever  watching,  ever  adoring  and 
trusting. 

These  words  of  our  Creed,  then,  are  not  only  a  bare 
expression  of  faith  in  a  profound  and  inexplicable 
mystery,  but  they  are  also  cause  for  sincere  thanks 
giving  and  constant  praise. 

The  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  our  hearts 
may  be  as  secret,  gradual,  certain  and  fruitful  in 
bringing  forth  in  us  the  fruits  and  evidences  of  His 
grace,  as  they  were  physically  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  in 
making  her  the  honoured  mother  of  our  Divine  Lord. 
The  condition  of  mind  in  which  we  should  meet  the 
gentle  strivings  of  His  grace  should  be  the  same  sub 
missive  trust  and  obedience  in  which  the  Virgin  Mary 
expressed  her  thoughts — "  Behold  the  handmaid  of 
the  Lord  ;  be  it  unto  me  according  to  thy  word," 
and  the  fact  that  "  He  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary  " 
should  tune  our  hearts  to  the  loftiest  praise,  for  we 
have  here  the  assurance  that  in  all  the  varied 
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experiences  of  life  we  have  the  practical  sympathy, 
the  intense  love,  the  ceaseless  help  of  Him  "  who 
was  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,"  and 
is  now  the  Great  High  Priest  who  appears  in  the 
presence  of  God  for  us.  Let  us  sum  up  our  medita 
tions  in  some  words  of  Archbishop  Temple  : — 

"  In  return  for  the  love  which  brought  the  Son  of 
Man  down  from  Heaven,  we  cannot  give  Him  holy 
lives,  for  our  lives  are  not  holy  ;  we  cannot  give  Him 
pure  souls,  for  our  souls  are  not  pure  ;  but  we  can 
give  Him  hearts  that  shall  never  cease  from  this  day 
forward  till  we  reach  the  grave  to  be  more  like  Him, 
to  come  nearer  to  Him,  or  in  other  words,  not  rest  till, 
by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Christ  be  formed 
in  us,  the  hope  of  Glory." 


CHAPTER    V 


"  When  they  had  bound  him,  they  led  him  away,  and  delivered 
him  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  governor  "  (Matt,  xxvii.  2). 


"  SUFFERED  UNDER  PONTIUS  PILATE  " 


CHAPTER    V 

"  When  they  had  bound  him,  they  led  him  away,  and  delivered 
him  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  governor''  (Matt,  xxvii.  2). 

"  SUFFERED  UNDER  PONTIUS  PILATE  " 

WE  come  now  to  the  great  central,  historic  fact — 
"  He  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate.''  This  was  the 
climax,  end,  consummation  of  the  wonderful  life. 
Pontius  Pilate  is  only  mentioned  to  fix  the  date,  not 
for  his  personal  importance,  but  the  suffering  reached 
its  supreme  intensity  under  him.  The  little  sentence 
sums  up,  in  one  burning  ray,  all  the  shame,  misrepre 
sentation,  cruelty,  malice,  and  rejection  of  the  preceding 
years. 

He  suffered !  but  when  that  suffering  began  we 
know  not ;  we  only  know  it  ended  under  Pontius 
Pilate. 

We  cannot  tell  when  the  knowledge  of  His  great 
Mission  became  to  Him  a  great  reality,  but  we  do 
know  that  at  twelve  the  responsibility  lay  heavy  on 
His  heart.  "  Wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my 
Father's  business  ?  "  (Luke  ii.  49).  He  suffered,  and  in 
this  He  was  made  like  His  brethren.  "  Man  is  born 
to  sorrow  as  the  sparks  fly  upward." 

We  must  always  remember  that  the  sufferings  of 
Christ  were  intensified  by  the  purity  and  perfection 
of  His  nature.  We  cannot  imagine  how  great  was  the 
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agony  of  a  sinless  nature  exposed  day  by  day  to  contact 
with  vice  in  its  most  shameless  forms,  greed,  pride, 
hypocrisy,  cruelty,  scorn.  If  Lot  had  his  sinful,  selfish 
soul  grieved  from  day  to  day  with  the  abominations 
of  Sodom  (2  Pet.  ii.  8),  how  much  more  the  stainless 
soul  of  Christ,  with  all  the  forms  of  hideous  sin — moral, 
religious,  social — which  were  continuously  thrusting 
themselves  upon  His  notice.  How  terrible  to  Him 
the  wrong  and  foul  ideas  of  God  He  found  in  Jewish 
synagogue  and  heathen  temple !  How  awful  the 
absolute  selfishness  and  lovelessness,  which  was 
eating  like  a  leprosy  into  every  part  of  human  society. 
Sympathy  is  the  ground  of  most  true  and  real 
suffering ;  the  more  sympathetic  and  unselfish  a 
person  is,  the  more  they  suffer  in  others'  sufferings, 
the  more  intensely  they  feel  for  others.  Christ,  being 
the  sublimest  embodiment  of  unselfish  love  and  tender 
compassion,  felt  as  we  never  can  attempt  to  do  for  the 
sorrows,  miseries  and  oppressions  of  men.  No  heart 
ever  entered  more  deeply  into  human  joy,  or  condoled 
more  truly  with  human  grief.  He  suffered  with  the 
widow's  grief  at  Nain,  with  the  leper's  despair,  with  the 
paralytic's  helplessness,  with  the  blind  man's  privation, 
with  the  harlot's  shame,  with  the  dying  thief's 
repentance.  Into  all  these  feelings  and  moods  He 
entered  with  an  enthusiastic  sympathy,  possible  only 
to  a  sinless  soul.  It  is  not,  therefore,  merely  the 
crowning  agonies  of  His  Passion  we  believe  in,  but  all 
those  long  years  of  patient,  vicarious  suffering  which 
made  up  the  sum  total  of  His  wondrous  Life.  But 
here  we  see  Him  decked  in  the  purple  robe,  crowned 
with  the  tiara  of  thorns,  thus  bearing  on  His  brow  the 
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symbol  of  man's  curse  and  man's  sorrow.  Yet  the 
Crown  of  Thorns  was  no  meaningless  thing,  no  trivial 
incident  of  His  Passion,  but  the  glorious  emblem  and 
assurance  that  on  Him — our  Holy  Substitute — rested 
man's  curse  and  man's  penalty.  "  He  suffered  under 
Pontius  Pilate,"  and  this  strange  diadem  was  the 
necessary  outward  expression  of  an  eternal  and 
awful  truth. 

But  these  words  lead  us  further  still.  He  suffered, 
and  how  infinitely  patient  was  the  suffering ! 
"  Patience  had  her  perfect  work."  The  patience  of 
Christ !  It  was  with  deep  solemnity  St.  Paul  prayed 
for  his  Thessalonian  converts,  that  God  would  direct 
their  hearts  into  the  patience  of  Christ  "  (2  Thess.  iii.  5, 
R.V.).  We  talk  of  the  patience  of  Job,  but  it  is  a 
rushlight  to  the  noonday  ray  in  comparison  of  "  the 
patience  of  Christ."  A  recent  writer  has  said,  "  I 
often  think  it  is  not  in  our  Lord's  Cross  and  Passion 
that  His  patience  comes  most  home  to  us.  To  be 
patient  before  an  unjust  judge  or  cruel  soldiers  might 
be  almost  a  part  of  self-respect,  but  patience  with  the 
daily  disappointments  of  life ;  patience  with  the 
follies,  the  unworthiness,  the  ingratitude  of  those  one 
loves  :  these  things  are  our  daily  example." 

Those  long  years  of  unwearied  patience,  those  long 
nights  of  agonizing  prayer,  those  burning  words  of 
reproof,  when  He  saw  the  hypocrisy  and  selfishness 
of  men,  those  ready  words  of  comfort  and  encourage 
ment,  those  ceaseless  acts  of  love  and  tenderness, 
all  bear  their  quiet  yet  firm  witness  to  the  fact  that 
"  He  suffered,"  not  only  for  others,  but  with  others — 
"  He  was  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  we  are."  That 
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is  the  divine  assurance,  that  the  human  experience  of 
Christ  was  so  perfect  that  there  is  no  type  of  tempta 
tion  into  which  He  cannot  enter  with  a  full  experi 
mental  sympathy.  What  wondrous  comfort  is  this  ! 
Life  is  such  a  tangled  skein  ;  temperaments  differ  so 
widely,  circumstances  change  so  unexpectedly,  frailty 
and  sin  assert  themselves  in  such  sudden  and  powerful 
ways,  that  we  tremble  at  "  fightings  without  and 
fears  within."  We  turn  with  aching,  lonely  hearts 
to  the  world  and  there  is  no  response,  no  cheering 
word,  no  bright  sympathy  of  love,  and  our  hearts 
grow  heavy,  and  our  feet  on  life's  pathway  weary  : 
then  we  remember  "  He  suffered,"  and  the  glory  of  a 
great  light,  the  comfort  of  a  great  love,  flows  into  our 
hearts,  and  Jesus  becomes  to  us  more  than  He  has 
ever  been  before. 

For  Thou  dost  still  remember, 
'Midst  the  glories  of  Thy  Throne, 

The  sorrows  of  humanity, 

For  they  were  once  Thine  own. 

But  it  was  not  only  in  the  busy  human  everyday 
life  that  Christ  suffered  by  constant  contact  with 
moral  defects  and  physical  infirmity,  but  the  suffering 
reached  its  climax  under  the  instrumentality  of 
Pontius  Pilate.  The  storm  burst  in  all  its  unprece 
dented  horrors  then.  Suffering  both  spiritual  and 
bodily  rushed  upon  Him  then  with  such  relentless 
force  that — 

Well  might  the  sun  in  darkness  hide 

And  shut  his  glories  in, 
When  God  the  Mighty  Maker  died 

For  man  the  creature's  sin. 

He  who  was,  and  is,  the  eternal  King  of  kings,  wa§ 
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treated  with  the  ignominy  due  to  the  lowest  felon. 
He  who  was  the  Truth,  was  the  subject  of  shameless 
and  malicious  falsehood  regarding  His  teaching  and 
His  claims.  He  who  spent  His  life  in  alleviating 
human  pain  and  misery,  was  subjected  to  the  most 
brutal  tortures  man  could  devise.  He  who  was  the 
faithful  Friend  of  all  men,  found  Himself  left  without 
a  single  friend. 

Surely,  to  such  a  loving  nature  as  His,  this  was  the 
keenest  misery.  Yet  how  gloriously  did  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  shine  amid  the  darkness  of  this  awful 
tribulation.  There  is  no  complaint,  no  murmuring, 
no  impatience,  no  revenge,  no  hate.  "  Father  forgive 
them  ;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  Such  are 
the  Sufferer's  feelings  towards  His  murderers  :  a  word 
of  cheer  and  assurance  to  the  dying  criminal  by  His 
side  ;  a  loving  consideration  for  the  broken-hearted 
Mother  at  His  feet ;  a  cry  of  infinite  pathos  to  His 
Eternal  Father,  sum  up  the  deathless  beauty  of  that 
character  that  "  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate." 

"  He  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,"  and  as  we 
repeat  these  words,  surely  the  thought  comes  to  us — 
What  was  it  sustained  Him  under  these  sufferings  ? 
Did  He  in  this  also  leave  us  an  example  to  follow  His 
steps  ?  Was  the  suffering  only  vicarious,  or  has  it  a 
lesson  for  us  as  to  how  we  can  bear  suffering  too  ? 
Yes  !  surely  it  has,  for  though  our  sufferings  can 
never  in  their  nature,  or  object,  or  intensity,  in  any 
way  whatever  compare  with  His,  yet  there  is  in  the 
spirit  He  displayed,  and  the  thoughts  which  found 
expression  in  His  last  words,  a  key  for  us  by  which 
we  may  unravel  much  of  the  mystery  and  extract  the 
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sting  from  much  of  life's  pain.  The  Book  of  Job 
attempts  an  explanation  of  the  mystery  of  suffering, 
which  is  as  wonderful  and  interesting  as  it  is  profound. 
But  Christ  attempts  no  explanation.  He  advances 
no  theory  on  this  subject  of  universal  human  concern. 
He  takes  it  as  the  inevitable  result  of  sin,  as  the 
unavoidable  heritage  of  fallen  man,  as  among  the 
"  Many  other  things  I  have  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye 
cannot  bear  them  now,"  and  yet,  in  the  way  He  met 
suffering  and  conducted  Himself  under  it,  He  certainly 
left  us  a  great  example  and  great  comfort.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  most  impressive  lessons  of  the  Passion  is 
contained  in  the  oft-repeated  statement :  that  "  He 
held  His  peace,"  or  "He  answered  nothing,"  that 
"  As  a  sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so  he  opened 
not  his  mouth."  We  believe  He  suffered  under 
Pontius  Pilate,  that  that  suffering  was  of  incon 
ceivable  intensity,  yet  He  made  no  complaint,  uttered 
no  protest.  Why  was  this  ?  There  may  be  many 
reasons  beyond  our  comprehension,  but  these  simple 
ones  remain:  (i)  He  had  always  a  ready  and  glad 
submission  to  the  Will  of  God — "  Father,  not  my  will, 
but  thine  be  done."  "  Father,  glorify  Thy  name  !  " 
"  I  seek  not  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  him  that 
sent  me."  "  Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good 
in  thy  sight."  Such  were  the  thoughts  and  principles 
which  animated  all  our  Lord's  life,  and  the  last  awful 
scenes  only  saw  them  shine  out  in  more  startling 
brilliancy. 

It  was  the  unshakable  conviction  that  all  His 
sufferings  were  in  accordance  with  the  Divine  Will, 
even  if  that  Divine  Will  was  to  His  human  soul  dark 
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and  mysterious,  as  when  He  cried  :  "If  it  be  possible, 
let  this  cup  pass  from  me."  It  was  this  conviction 
and  assurance  that  brought  Him  peace  in  turmoil, 
comfort  in  agony,  hope  in  death.  But  also  (2)  He  had 
absolute  trust  in  the  fulfilment  of  God's  promises.  He 
was  not  only  sure  that  "  Christ  ought  to  suffer  these 
things,"  that  they  were  the  divine  necessity  for  His 
Work  and  Mission,  but  He  believed,  with  equal  faith, 
that  they  were  the  road  by  which  "  he  should  enter 
into  his  glory."  The  path  of  pain  would  not  end  in 
failure.  It  was  with  the  certainity  of  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  Him,  that  He  trod  the  blood-besprinkled 
path  and  laid  Him  down  on  the  cross  of  shame  and 
agony.  Qis  eye  of  faith  was  as  far-sighted  as  it  was 
strong.  The  way  in  which  He  always  foiled  Satan 
in  the  hour  of  temptation  with  the  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
the  Word  of  God ;  His  soul-arousing  exposition  in  the 
Synagogue  of  Nazareth  ;  the  extraordinary  power 
and  unction  with  which  He  opened  out  the  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  Testament  to  the  disciples  on  the  way  to 
Emmaus  that  Easter  evening,  was  because  His  mind 
was  absolutely  full  of  the  promises  of  God,  and  as 
full  of  an  unwavering  faith  in  them  so  that  He  could 
calmly,  steadily  tread  the  path  of  suffering  to  its 
appalling  close,  knowing  that  the  Crown  of  Thorns 
would  be  transmuted  into  the  crown  of  glory  and 
honour,  that  the  joy  was  certainly  coming  on  the 
Easter  morning,  yet  He  also  (3)  met  His  suffering  with 
a  great  and  silent  indifference  to  human  opinion  and 
judgment.  The  unbelief  of  His  brethren,  the  mis 
representations  of  His  words  and  actions  by  the 
multitude,  the  false  accusations  of  the  religious  leaders, 
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who  hated  Him,  the  blasphemous  scorn  of  Herod, 
and  the  cynical  contempt  of  Pilate,  was  always  met 
by  the  same  aloofness,  as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  trivial 
consequence;  yet  He  felt  it,  felt  it  intensely,  cease 
lessly,  but  He  lived  above  it.  He  shows  us  how 
cruelly  and  harshly  we  may,  often  do,  judge  of  men's 
sufferings,  sorrows,  deeds  and  words  with  an  absolute 
ignorance  of  their  real  cause.  How  cruelly  do  we 
often  misjudge  one  another  !  How  ashamed  we  shall 
be  when  God  brings  to  light  the  hidden  things  of 
darkness.  Christ  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate  in 
silent  resignation,  because  He  knew  men  could  not 
and  would  not  understand  the  deep  and  mysterious 
object  of  those  sufferings.  When  with  His  last  breath 
He  said  :  "  Father,  into  Thy  hands  I  commend  my 
spirit,"  it  was  a  confident  appeal  to  the  Divine  justice 
and  love.  The  case  passes  from  the  earthly  tribunal 
to  the  heavenly,  and  the  strange  silence  before  the 
human  judge  to  the  ceaseless  and  prevailing  inter 
cession  for  us  before  the  Eternal  Throne. 

These  little  words  then,  "  He  suffered  under 
Pontius  Pilate,"  come  to  us  not  only  with  the  assurance 
of  a  great  salvation  accomplished,  but  also  of  a  bound 
less  sympathy  assured.  For  in  that  He  suffered 
being  tempted,  He  is  able  to  succour  them  who  are 
tempted,  and  Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us 
an  example  that  we  should  follow  His  steps. 

We  live  in  a  world  of  sorrow  and  suffering,  sadly 
and  exceptionally  evident  in  these  days  of  war,  but 
the  suffering  will  be  turned  into  joy  if  we  grasp  the 
full  comfort  contained  in  this  article  of  our  Creed. 
For  we  learn  that  there  is  One — The  Holy  One  of  God — 
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who  drank  the  cup  of  suffering  to  its  bitterest  dregs 
in  order  that  you  and  I  might  have  not  only  pardon, 
but  also  comfort  and  sympathy  in  our  sorrows. 

And  even  as  if  Thou  would'st  be  God, 

Even  in  misery, 
Thou  hast  left  no  sorrow  but  Thine  Own, 

Untouched  by  sympathy. 

Many  and  varied  are  the  lights  which  gleam  in  that 
Hall  of  Judgment  and  sparkle  on  the  pavement  called 
Gabbatha — lights  of  cruelty,  injustice,  hate,  scorn, 
hypocrisy,  revenge ;  lights  of  pity,  love,  dignity, 
courage,  truth — they  all  attract  us,  and  they  all  light 
up  one  central  Figure,  in  its  quiet  self-possession, 
its  unwavering  courage,  its  holy  patience,  and  silent 
dignity,  and  as  our  eyes  reverently  study  it,  the  merely 
historic  Christ  melts  into  the  personal  Saviour,  the 
unfailing  sympathizing  Friend,  and  we  become 
happier  and  stronger  and  bolder,  for  "  In  that  he  has 
suffered,  being  tempted,  he  is  able  to  succour 
them  who  are  tempted."  Well  does  Keble  say : — 

Is  it  not  strange  the  darkest  hour 
That  even  dawned  on  sinful  earth, 

Should  touch  the  heart  with  softer  power 
For  comfort,  than  an  angel's  mirth. 


CHAPTER   VI 


"  In  the  place  where  he  was  crucified  there  was  a  garden  ; 
and  in  the  garden  a  new  sepulchre.  .  .  .  There  laid  they  Jesus 
therefore  "  (John  xix.  41,  42). 
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HE  DESCENDED  INTO  HELL." 


CHAPTER    VI 

"  In  the  place  where  he  was  crucified,  there  was  a  garden  ; 
and  in  the  garden  a  new  sepulchre.  .  .  .  There  laid  they  Jesus 
therefore  "  (John  xix.  41,  42). 

"  CRUCIFIED,  DEAD,  AND  BURIED  " 
"HE  DESCENDED  INTO  HELL." 

WHAT  terrible  words  these  are !  What  floods  of 
sorrow  they  meant  to  those  who  first  witnessed  their 
tragic  reality  !  Yet  we  repeat  them  so  casually,  so 
formally,  so  heartlessly.  We  seem  to  need  a  Good 
Friday  every  year,  just  to  save  us  from  losing  sight 
altogether  of  the  tremendous  truths  they  conceal ; 
for  they  do  conceal,  as  well  as  reveal.  Thousands  of 
others  were  "  crucified,  dead  and  buried  "  in  those 
days  ;  it  was  quite  ordinary.  Because  they  are  a 
revelation  under  a  concealment,  just  like  some  of 
Christ's  parables,  when  they  "  understood  not  what 
words  they  were  he  spake  unto  them,"  we  fail  to 
perceive  their  significance  :  "  He  that  hath  ears  to 
hear,  let  him  hear  !  " 

Ourjaith  has  got  to  its  lowest  level  now,  it  has  got 
to  bed-rock,  and  this  rock — these  three  words — are 
the  foundation  of  all  the  rest  of  the  Creed.  They 
reveal  to  us  the  object  of  the  Incarnation ;  they 
show  the  goal  of  the  path  of  suffering  ;  they  are  the 
starting  point  from  whence  we  rise  to  the  wonders 
of  the  Resurrection,  the  glories  of  the  Ascension,  and 
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the  everlasting  vindication  of  Righteousness  at  the 
Judgment  of  the  Great  Day. 

Yes  !  They  are  wonderful  words,  and  they  speak 
to  us  of  the  solemnity  of  life.  "  Sin  entered  into  the 
world  and  death  by  sin,"  and  death  reigned  as  the 
Apostle  says,  yes — reigned.  No  one  could  defy  him, 
outwit  him,  evade  him.  He  was  the  King  of  Terrors  ; 
he  is  so  still  to  most.  Then  Christ  met  him,  and  as 
the  One  bearing  the  sin  of  the  whole  world,  the  complex 
iniquities  of  all  humanity,  death  exerted  his  un 
questioned  right.  He  slew  Christ — killed  Him — 
triumphed  over  Him.  But  as  it  has  been  beautifully 
expressed,  "  The  death  of  Christ  was  the  death  of 
Death."  "  For  he  was  made  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no 
sin  ;  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  him  "  (2  Cor.  v.  21).  "  That  as  sin  hath 
reigned  unto  death,  even  so  might  grace  reign  through 
righteousness  unto  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  "  (Rom.  v.  21).  Death  died  with  Christ. 
He  killed  himself  on  the  Cross  of  Christ,  that  is  to 
those  who  personally,  sincerely,  believingly,  thank 
fully,  accept  the  atonement  there  offered.  The  rulers 
of  the  Jewish  Church  unwittingly  uttered  the  truth 
when  they  said,  "  He  is  guilty  of  death,"  and  Pontius 
Pilate  was  equally  truthful  when  he  said,  "  I  find  no 
cause  of  death  in  him."  Christ  was  worthy  of  death, 
because  "  on  him  was  laid  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 
But  the  glory  of  His  character  was  so  great,  it  blinded 
men  to  the  burden  on  His  back,  and  then  the  three 
hours'  darkness  came  and  hid  under  its  sombre  pall 
the  awful  conflict  when  Death  slew  Christ  and  Christ 
slew  Death. 


THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE  67 

We  believe  "  He  was  crucified"  and  a  sort  of  morbid 
feeling  makes  us  dwell  on  the  horrible  incidents  of 
the  gruesome  scene  ;  we  may  at  times  do  so,  nay,  we 
ought  in  a  measure  to  do  so,  in  order  that  we  may 
realize  its  sublime  interest,  but  we  must  not  let 
extravagances  of  art,  the  realistic  conceptions  of 
mediaeval  pictures,  blind  us  to  the  far  more  awful 
spiritual  facts  hidden  under  the  heart-rending  cruelties 
of  the  Crucifixion. 

"  Christ  tasted  death  for  every  man,"  and  He  did 
it  in  a  physical  sense  so  dreadful,  so  painful,  so  cruel, 
so  shameful,  that  it  makes  us  feel  almost  sick  to  picture 
it,  to  imagine  it.  But  these  horrors,  by  which  His 
human  soul  was  torn  from  His  human  body,  were  as 
nothing,  to  those  deeper  spiritual  horrors,  whose 
i  coming  so  appalled  Him  in  the  garden  that  He  cried, 
1  with  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground  : 
"  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me." 
Horrors  of  guilt  and  sin  and  judgment  and  damnation, 
which  gripped  Him  in  their  fearful  embrace,  till  He 
cried  out  in  an  anguish  neither  you  nor  I  can  ever 
have  the  faintest  idea  of,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?  "  Yes !  That  was  the 
Crucifixion  !  Not  the  mere  nails  driven  into  hands 
and  feet,  not  the  spear  piercing  the  broken  heart, 
not  the  agony  which  racked  every  nerve  and  strained 
every  muscle,  but  the  crucifixion  of  the  soul  and 
spirit.  The  horror  of  great  darkness,  as  the  Holy 
and  Eternal  Father  hid  His  Face  of  Love  in  supreme 
justice  from  His  sin-burdened  Son.  The  sun  could 
not  look  upon  it ;  the  earth  trembled  under  it ;  the 
dead  were  roused  by  it ;  the  unseen  world  threw 
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ogenjits  doors  at  itj  and  yet  men  and  women,  mortals 
I  for  whom  He  died,  treat  it  as  a  mere  historic  fact,  sad 
*  it  is  true,  awful  no  doubt,  but  powerless  to    move 
their    sinful,    selfish,    wicked    lives.      "  The    devils 
\  believe  and  tremble  "  ;    we  repeat  these   words   and 
I  don't    even    tremble !    "He    was    crucified ! "    The 
words  ought  to  ring  into  every  corner  of  our  hearts, 
they  ought  to  send  their  deep-toned  note  of  thanks 
giving  down  every  corridor  of   our  nature.     "  The 
sting  of  death  is  sin  ;  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth 
us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

But  yet  more,  He  was  "buried!"  How  much  does 
this  mean  ?  We  often  say,  and  oh  !  how  truly  1  that 
the  loss  is  not  really  felt  till  the  funeral  is  over,  till 
we  return  to  the  old  home,  and  friends  and  sympathizers 
are  gone,  and  the  inevitable  rush  and  thought  of  the 
last  few  days  are  ended,  and  then  there  is  the  vacant 
place,  the  silent  voice,  the  many  little  attentions  never 
to  be  shown  again.  And  do  we  think  it  was  otherwise 
with  those  dear  loving  souls,  as  they  saw  the  mutilated 
body  of  Him,  whom  they  had  loved  and  listened  to 
and  followed,  laid  reverently  in  the  new  tomb  of  the 
rich  disciple,  while  Nicodemus,  with  a  large  and 
liberal  gift  of  100  Ibs.  weight  of  myrrh  and  aloes,  and 
Joseph,  with  the  fine  linen  he  has  specially  bought, 
join  together  in  placing  the  mangled  corpse  in  its 
bed  of  sweet-smelling  spices,  then  roll  the  stone  to 
the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and  with  many  a  manly 
tear  and  choking  sob  leave  Him,  while  the  stars 
peeped  out,  and  the  moon  shed  her  lustre  through  the 
olives,  and  the  noise  of  the  Passover-crowded  city 
throbbed  with  its  rise  and  fall  upon  the  ear,  leaving 
Him,  while  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother 
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of  Joses,  and  the  women  of  Galilee  looked  on  with 
quivering  lips  and  full  hearts ;  and  then  they  all  went 
away,  slowly,  sadly,  reverently;  went  back  to  their 
various  homes,  through  the  busy  streets  and  excited 
throngs,  or  gathered  once  again  in  that  dear,  sacred 
upper  room,  and  realized  He  was  not  there,  for  He 
was  buried. 

Can  we  enter  into  it  ?  No,  I  think  not,  or  only 
very,  very  dimly,  the  crash  of  those  high  hopes,  the 
disappointment  of  all  those  loving  expectations ; 
so  suddenly  had  the  storm  gathered  and  burst,  so 
terrible  was  the  darkness  that  had  followed  on  the 
sunshine.  It  seemed  no  time  since  they  saw  and 
heard  that  joyous,  noisy  crowd  coming  round  the 
corner  of  Olivet,  and  heard  the  shouts  of  "  Hosannah ! 
Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  !  " 
and  then  the  note  changed  with  almost  incredible 
swiftness  to  "  Away  with  him !  Crucify  him ! 
Crucify  him  !  "  and  swiftly  followed  the  mock  trial 
and  the  awful,  shameful  death,  and  He  whom  they 
trusted  should  have  redeemed  Israel  (and  He  had, 
only  they  then  understood  it  not)  was  not  only 
crucified,  but  "  dead  and  buried.'' 

As  true  of  our  beloved  Redeemer  as  of  His  people 
are  Faber's  beautiful  lines  : — 

How  pleasant  are  thy  paths,  O  Death  ! 
Like  the  bright  slanting  West, 
Thou  leadest  down  into  the  glow 
Where  all  those  heaven-bound  sunsets  go ; 
Ever  from  toil  to  rest. 

How  pleasant  are  thy  paths,  O  Death  ! 
Ever  from  toil  to  rest ; 
Where  a  rim  of  sea-like  splendour  runs, 
Where  the  days  bury  their  golden  sung 
In  the  dear  hopeful  West ! 
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Yes  !  amidst  all  the  overpowering  sense  of  loss  and 
disappointment  and  loneliness,  must  not  the  thought 
have  stolen  into  their  hearts  that  this  life  of  ceaseless 
love  and  self-sacrifice  and  sympathy  had  really  ended 
in  most  perfect  harmony,  for  all  these  glorious  traits 
had  found  their  perfect  consummation  in  that  last 
great  sacrifice  of  Himself,  a  sacrifice  which  He  had  so 
often  spoken  of,  both  in  their  quiet  talks  with  Him, 
and  also  amidst  the  glories  of  the  Holy  Mount,  when 
He  spake  with  Moses  and  Elijah  of  His  decease  which 
He  should  accomplish  at  Jerusalem  ? 

May  we  not  surmise  that  this  exact  fulfilment  of 
all  His  predictions  regarding  His  death  was  to  them 
an  assurance,  a  pledge,  that  those  other  mysterious 
sayings  that  "  this  is  my  blood  of  the  new  testament 
which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins  " 
(Matt.  xxvi.  28),  or  as  He  had  more  definitely  said, 
"  This  is  my  blood  which  is  shed  for  you,"  were  also  as 
certainly  true ;  and  though  their  tear-dimmed  eyes 
could  barely  see  the  fact,  so  bleared  was  all  the  pros 
pect  of  the  future  by  their  grief,  yet  they  did  feel  with 
infinitely  thankful  hearts  that  that  death  had 
something  to  do  with  them,  and  that  when  they 
buried  Him  and  the  seal  was  placed  on  the  tomb,  it 
only  sealed  up  other  mysterious  sayings  of  future  life 
and  glory,  and  of  kingly  power,  and  prayerful 
sympathy,  which  they  remembered  and  could  not 
now  understand,  but  treasured ;  and  as  the  one  was 
true,  would  not  the  other  be  true  also  some  day  ? 
So  they  buried  Him,  musing  possibly  in  their  hearts 
"  what  the  rising  from  the  dead  should  mean." 

But  our  Creed  now  takes  us  from  those  facts  we  can 
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touch  and  handle  by  experience  and  history  to  that 
region  where  "  we  walk  by  faith  and  not  by  sight." 
"  He  descended  into  Hell " — of  course,  by  this  we  do 
not  mean  the  place  of  punishment  of  the  wicked,  but 
as  the  Greeks  called  it  "  Hades,"  or  the  Jews  "  Sheol," 
the  place  of  departed  spirits,  the  unseen  world — the 
spirit  world.  The  old  English  word  really  means 
"  the  Hole:' 

This  article  of  the  Creed  is  later  than  the  rest,  and 
is  not  in  the  other  Creeds,  but  it  is  necessary  and  has 
spiritual  authority  (Acts  ii.  27  ;  Ps.  xvi.  10).  "  Thou 
wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell,  neither  wilt  thou  suffer 
thy  Holy  One  to  see  corruption,"  and  moreover  it 
enables  us  to  express  our  firm  belief  that  Christ  had 
a  perfect  manhood,  one  with  us  in  every  stage  of 
human  life.  He  died,  "  was  buried,  and  His  soul 
entered  on  that  state  on  which  we  conceive  our  souls 
shall  enter  "  (Westcott). 

More  than  this  we  dare  say  with  no  certainty ;  we 
are  obliged  to  use  words  and  similes  of  that  unseen 
world,  which  we  must  know  to  be  incomplete,  even 
often  misleading,  but  it  is  only  by  such  words  we  can 
express  our  ideas  at  all.  "  Ascending,"  "  descending," 
"  before,"  "  after,"  cannot  really  be  applied  to  God  or 
Heaven.  There  is  no  "  before  "  or  "  after  "  with  God, 
but  we  must  use  such  words  so  as  to  express  our 
conviction  that  our  Blessed  Lord  underwent  every 
experience  of  our  human  nature  and  sinful  humiliation. 
We  say  "He  descended"  into  "the  unseen  world," 
that  is,  He  touched  the  lowest  level  of  man's  abase 
ment.  Do  we  ask  what  He  did  in  that  unseen  world 
those  three  days  ?  God  has  drawn  the  veil  and  we 
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must  not  lift  it :  had  it  been  for  our  good  to  know  we 
should  have  been  told.  Fancy  has  delighted  to  revel 
in  imaginations,  but  fancy  is  not  fact,  and  when  we 
intrude  into  the  unrevealed  we  generally  go  astray. 
The  only  person  who  throws  any  light  on  the  subject 
is  St.  Peter  in  his  first  Epistle  (i  Peter  iii.  19,  20),  when 
he  speaks  of  Christ  going  to  preach  to  the  spirits  in 
prison  ;  the  word  is  the  one  usually  used  for  pro 
claiming  the  glad  news  of  the  Gospel.  May  we  not 
reverently  conjecture  (we  can  do  no  more)  that  our 
Lord  in  His  disembodied  state  went  and  told  the  Old 
Testament  saints  of  the  completion  of  that  salvation 
they  had  so  earnestly  and  believingly  looked  forward 
to  ?  That  this  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  by  Christ 
does  not  take  place  now,  and  was  limited  to  the  time 
between  the  Death  and  Resurrection,  is  certain,  for 
the  Lord  Jesus  is  now  at  God's  right  hand,  ever  living 
to  make  intercession  for  us.  He  is  praying,  not 
preaching  now.  But  to  me  it  is  a  delightful  thought 
that  that  dark  gap  between  the  horrors  of  His  death 
and  the  glories  of  His  resurrection  was  filled  up  with  a 
mission,  so  infinitely  full  of  joy  to  those  old  saints  in 
the  fulfilment  of  their  hopes,  so  inexpressibly  joyful 
to  Him  in  telling  of  redemption  completed  and  death 
conquered.  It  is  quite  true  that  this  is  only  con 
jecture,  but  it  is  certain  the  three  days  were  spent 
somewhere,  doing  something.  The  words  to  the  dying 
thief  that  he  and  Christ  would  meet  that  day  in  Para 
dise  indicated  a  place  and  condition  which  seems  to 
point  to  this  fact.  Paradise  restored  would  be  fitly 
inaugurated  by  the  King  proclaiming  the  triumphs  of 
His  blessed  work. 
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Lastly,  when  we  repeat  these  words,  so  short  yet 
so  full  of  meaning,  what  do  they  really  mean  to  us  ? 
Are  they  only  the  expression  of  our  belief  in  some 
historic  fact  which  happened  long,  long  ago  ?  Are 
they  beliefs  of  our  heads  or  of  our  hearts  ?  If  we 
do  believe  them  and  they  never  touch  our  lives,  never 
excite  our  emotions,  never  influence  our  conduct,  they 
are  dead  beliefs.  Nay,  much  more,  they  are  condemning 
beliefs,  they  only  add  weight  to  our  damnation.  But 
if  these  solemn  words,  "  crucified,  dead  and  buried," 
are  great  realities  to  us,  then  the  thankful,  hopeful 
words  of  St.  Paul  find  an  echo  in  our  hearts,  and  "  we 
reckon  that  if  we  died  with  Christ,  we  shall  also  live 
with  Him."  We  draw  a  boundless  peace  from  this 
reflection  :  "I  have  been  crucified  with  Christ, 
nevetherless  I  live,  yet  not  I." 

Faith  changes  the  historic  fact  into  the  personal 
experience,  and  the  personal  experience  into  daily  life 
and  peace  and  service. 

The  cross,  the  cross,  the  blood-stained  cross, 

The  cross  of  Christ  I  see, 
Reminding  me  of  precious  blood 

That  once  was  shed  for  me. 

And  if  this  is  so,  we  shall  pass  on  to  the  Apostle's 
wonderful  resolution  —  so  infinitely  far  -  reaching, 
influencing  with  its  magic  touch  of  love  and  self- 
sacrifice  every  part  of  our  daily  life  —  "  that  we  hence 
forth  should  not  live  unto  ourselves,  but  unto  him  who 
died  for  us  and  rose  again  "  (2  Cor.  v.  15). 
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"  /  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead  ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive 
for  evermore  "  (Rev.  i.  18). 


"  THE  THIRD  DAY  HE  ROSE  AGAIN  FROM  THE  DEAD  " 
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"  /  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead  ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive 
for  evermore  "  (Rev.  i.  18). 

"  THE  THIRD  DAY  HE  ROSE  AGAIN  FROM  THE  DEAD  " 

THE  last  article  of  our  Creed,  "  He  descended  into  Hell," 
carried  us  down  into  the  unseen — the  unknown  world 
— really  and  truly  unknown  to  us  ;  no  one  has  ever 
returned  to  describe  it  to  us,  for  the  tongues  of  those 
who  have  been  permitted  to  return  from  it  have  been 
quite  silent  as  regards  its  conditions  of  life,  its  com 
panionships  and  its  employments ;  a  mysterious 
reticence  to  tell  us  anything  was  probably  due,  not 
merely  to  divine  command,  but  also  to  the  absolute 
impossibility  to  express  the  conditions  of  that  life  in 
human  language ;  it  was  not,  as  St.  Paul  says,  "  possible 
for  a  man  to  utter  "  (2  Cor.  xii.  4).  We  are  given, 
as  far  as  our  poor  minds  can  grasp  them,  hints  of 
stupendous  glory,  of  boundless  happiness,  of  endless 
life,  yet  we  remain  dazzled  and  perplexed  and  con 
fused.  But  the  mists  seem  to  roll  away,  and  the 
dawn  of  a  glorious  day  breaks  upon  us,  when  the  Sun 
of  Righteousness  arises  from  the  tomb  and  brings  life 
and  immortality  to  light  through  the  Gospel.  That 
cold  chill  we  all  feel  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
unknown,  yet  unavoidable,  seems  to  change  into  a 
warm  glow  as  the  blessed  facts  of  His  Resurrection 
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touch  our  hearts  and  lives,  and  we  know  of  One  who 
loves  us,  who  has  passed  into  that  strange  world  and 
has  returned,  with  unchanged  affection,  undiminished 
strength,  imperishable  life,  One  who  will  be  with  us  in 
the  dark  valley  when  we  are  called  to  pass  through  it, 
and  assure  us  of  a  bright  home  and  a  blessed  com 
panionship,  and  an  unclouded  existence  in  that 
world  of  spiritual  life,  where  God  visibly  reigns,  and 
we  shall  unweariedly  serve. 

"  The  third  day  He  rose  again  from  the  dead." 
We  are  not  concerned  now  with  how  the  three  days 
were  counted ;  all  we  note  for  our  present  purpose 
is  that  He  abode  in  the  tomb  long  enough  to  make 
certain  His  death,  and  yet  not  so  long  as  to  throw  any 
doubt  upon  the  identity  of  the  body  that  rose  again. 
It  was  "  this  same  Jesus  "  that  rose  again  from  the 
dead,  and  this  fact  is  vital  to  our  pardon  and  our 
peace.  Pressense  has  truly  said :  "  The  empty 
tomb  of  Christ  has  been  the  cradle  of  the  Church,  and 
if  in  this  foundation  of  her  faith  the  Church  has  been 
mistaken,  she  must  needs  lay  herself  down  by  the 
mortal  remains,  I  say,  not  of  a  man,  but  of  a  religion." 
St.  Paul  tells  us  Christ  was  determined  to  be  the  "  Son 
of  God  with  power,  according  to  the  spirit  of  holiness, 
by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead."  "  That  is  to  say, 
Christ  had  not  deserved  to  die,  and  His  Resurrection 
proclaimed  the  fact  to  all  creation.  He  had  com 
mitted  no  sin  and,  therefore,  death  had  no  power  over 
Him.  It  was  not  possible  He  should  be  holden  by 
death"  (Lias). 

The  keynote  to  the  mystery  of  the  Cross  is  Love — 
Sovereign  grace  manifested  in  supreme,  deathless 
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love.  The  message  that  is  borne  in  upon  us,  as  we 
realize  "  He  descended  into  Hell,"  that  unknown 
world  of  spirits,  is  Hope.  His  glorious  presence 
irradiates  even  that  wondrous  world  which  is  beyond 
our  ken.  But  the  chief  note  of  the  Resurrection  is 
Faith.  "  If  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again, 
even  so  them  also  that  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring 
with  him  "  (i  Thess.  iv.  14). 

The  other  resurrections  recorded  for  us  in  the 
Scriptures,  both  in  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New, 
are  few  and  strange,  and  each  one  was  shadowed  in  its 
joy  by  the  certainty  of  a  fresh  experience  of  death 
and  all  death  entails,  but  the  Resurrection  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  was  quite  different.  It  was  unique,  unprece 
dented,  "  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead,  dieth  no 
more,  death  hath  no  more  dominion  over  him."  He 
has  henceforth  "  the  power  of  an  endless  life,"  and 
what  that  supreme  fact  means  to  the  whole  Church 
of  God,  and  also  the  individual  believer,  the  long 
testimony  of  centuries  bears  witness  to.  It  is  the 
very  keystone  of  our  faith,  for  "  if  Christ  be  not  raised, 
our  faith  is  vain,  we  are  yet  in  our  sins,  and  they  that 
have  fallen  asleep  in  Christ  are  perished."  For  the 
Resurrection  involves  the  whole  story  of  the  Incar 
nation.  "  He  who  has  risen  must  have  died,  and  He 
who  has  died  must  have  lived,  and  He  who  lived  must 
have  been  born.  Jerusalem's  empty  tomb  proves 
Bethlehem's  holy  manger." 

When  we  utter  these  words,  "  The  third  day  He 
rose  again  from  the  dead,"  they  should  impress  upon 
our  hearts  what  immense  lessons  of  everyday  comfort 
and  strength  they  bring  to  us.  They  are  not  meant 
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to  be  simply  the  expression  of  our  belief  in  a  great 
historic  truth,  in  the  most  sublime  fact  of  human 
history,  but  something  far  deeper  and  more  personal 
and  practical  than  this. 

Under  what  peculiarly  attractive  circumstances  did 
this  wonderful  event  take  place.  Let  us  notice 
first  its  extraordinary  silence  and  isolation.  "  Very 
early  while  it  was  yet  dark."  The  exact  moment 
when  the  Prince  of  Life  reassumed  His  human  body, 
and  the  angel  rolled  away  the  stone  and  sat  upon  it, 
is  not  told  to  us.  Nature  shook,  hardened  warriors 
became  as  dead  men,  but  there  were  no  angelic 
choruses  as  at  His  birth,  no  trump  of  the  Archangel, 
no  blinding  glories.  Now  it  was  all  silent,  inex 
plicable,  awe-inspiring,  but  beyond  all  doubt ;  a  broken 
seal,  a  disturbed  stone,  a  bewildered  guard  was  all  on 
the  earthly  side,  and  on  the  heavenly  two  angels  and 
a  message  of  remembrance,  assurance  and  love. 
Surely  this  teaches  us  how  most  often  God  works  His 
profoundest  mysteries  quite  quietly.  "  The  Kingdom 
of  God  cometh  not  with  observation,"  and  very  often 
when  God  raises  the  soul  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins 
to  newness  of  life,  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the 
soul  is  so  quiet,  so  unobtrusive,  that  few  see  or  know 
anything  of  it,  although  the  fact  is  soon  so  manifest 
in  its  results  that  no  one  can  deny  it.  Let  us  not 
imagine  that  because  we  are  not  always  under  the 
strong  influences  of  religious  emotion  that  therefore 
there  is  no  work  of  God  going  on  in  our  souls.  It 
need  not,  must  not  be  the  quietude  of  death  or  the 
stupor  of  indifference,  but  the  silent  power  of  life,  like 
the  subtle  coming  of  the  resurrection  life  of  spring. 
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We  should  know,  we  ought  to  know,  whether  there  is 
that  stirring  of  the  divine  life  within  which  tells  us 
there  is  not  death  but  life  in  the  so-ul,  but  we  need  not 
despair  or  despond  because  we  may  have  had  no 
ecstatic  visions,  no  overwhelming  emotions,  no  be 
wildering  experiences. 

The  circumstances  of  His  Resurrection  were  also  such 
in  their  naturalness  as  to  fill  us  with  the  most  genuine 
delight.  How  infinitely  tender  was  His  revelation  of 
Himself  to  Mary  Magdalene  in  the  garden !  How 
beautifully  considerate  that  solitary  interview  with  the 
broken-hearted,  truly  affectionate  Peter  !  How  ex 
quisitely  sympathetic  the  way  in  which  He  drew  near 
to,  and  then  drew  out  the  sacred  confidences  of,  those 
two  puzzled  disciples  on  the  road  to  Emmaus,  and  how 
majestic  was  His  mien  as  He  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
astonished  disciples  that  first  Easter  evening,  and  said, 
"  Peace  be  unto  you  !  "  Do  not  the  incidents  of 
that  wonderful  day  kindle  in  our  hearts  an  inex 
pressible  thankfulness  that  His  Resurrection  was 
arranged  and  manifested  as  it  was  ?  We  feel 
instinctively  that  though  there  was  something 
indescribable  and  mysterious  about  Him,  so  that  a 
peculiar  reverence  fell  upon  those  who  met  with  and 
conversed  with  Him,  yet  that  the  voice,  the  manner, 
the  general  appearance,  the  personal  sympathy  and 
affection  was  so  entirely  unchanged  that  no  one 
doubted  for  one  moment  the  identity  both  in  form 
and  character  of  their  dead  yet  risen  Master.  This 
thought  is  boundless  in  its  consolation  for  us  both  for 
the  present  and  the  future.  We  are  assured  that 
death  altered  in  no  degree  whatever  the  essential 
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elements  of  Christ's  character,  that  His  knowledge, 
experience,  love,  wisdom,  patience  and  sympathy 
were  just  as  keen,  as  personal,  as  practical  in  His 
Resurrection  life  as  in  that  previous  life  of  ceaseless 
self-sacrifice  and  all-embracing  love.  We  are  clearly 
taught  that  in  that  future  existence  there  will  be  no 
forgetfulness  of  the  events  of  this  life,  no  loosening  of 
those  holy  ties  of  affection  and  interest  formed  here, 
no  failure  to  remember  those  peculiarities  of  character 
which  were  to  us  so  singularly  attractive,  and  which 
so  warmly  appealed  to  our  love,  our  admiration,  or 
our  pity.  When  we  repeat  with  thoughtful  reverence 
these  few  but  pregnant  words,  "  He  rose  again  from 
the  dead,"  let  us  give  thankful  attention  to  that 
little,  all-important  word  "  He"  It  carries  our 
thoughts  back  to  the  crowded  city,  the  quiet  lake, 
the  lonely  desert  place,  the  mountain -top  pale  in  the 
moonbeams,  or  rosy  with  the  splendour  of  morning, 
to  the  deed  of  power,  the  word  of  love,  the  look  of 
pity,  the  hand  of  help,  and  it  was  He,  completely 
unchanged  and  unchangeable,  who  went  about  binding 
up  the  broken-hearted  on  that  Easter  Day,  rekindling 
spiritual  emotions,  enlightening  spiritual  ignorance, 
quieting,  with  His  word  of  infinite  peace,  spiritual 
distress  and  fear. 

We  believe  "  He  rose  again  from  the  dead,"  and  in 
that  belief  we  enshrine  all  our  beliefs  concerning  the 
eternity  of  character,  the  imperishable  nature  of  true 
love,  the  indestructibility  of  memory,  the  blessed  hope 
of  personal  recognition  in  the  world  to  come. 

But  our  Creed  is  never  intended  to  be  mere  sentiment, 
mere  knowledge,  however  beautiful  and  true.  It 
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must  be  practical  and  personal  or  it  is  perilous,  "  for 
to  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good  and  doeth  it  not, 
to  him  it  is  sin."  To  believe  in  the  Resurrection  of 
Christ  is  a  tremendously  solemn  thing,  for  it  brings 
with  it  tremendous  duties.  No  man  can  truly  believe 
it,  and  be  content  to  remain  the  same  man  he  was. 
It  has  far  more  than  the  brilliancy  of  a  great  hope, 
it  is  also  now  and  always  a  great  call.  St.  Paul  with 
his  intensely  logical,  practical  nature  says  to  us — 
"  Reckon  ye  yourselves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  sin, 
but  alive  unto  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  " 
(Rom.  vi.  n),  that  "  Like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from 
the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also 
should  walk  in  newness  of  life  "  (Rom.  vi.  4).  "  If  ye 
then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are 
above,  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  " 
(Col.  iii.  i).  The  cross  of  Christ  tells  us  of  perfect 
pardon,  but  the  empty  tomb  of  Christ  speaks  to  us  of 
invincible  power.  The  one — the  Cross — looks  back 
on  the  past  and  proclaims  the  glorious  truth  of  peace 
with  God.  The  other — the  tomb — looks  forward  to 
the  future  and  tells  us  how  we  can  live  and  walk  in 
the  peace  of  God.  We  may  know,  we  can  know,  we 
ought  to  know  "  the  power  of  His  Resurrection " ; 
not  as  a  transient  emotion  which,  like  a  ray  of  April 
sunshine,  lights  up  with  sudden  splendour  the  world 
of  budding  life  around  us,  and  then  hides  itself  behind 
some  dark  storm-cloud  and  plunges  the  landscape 
into  a  deeper  gloom,  but  like  the  cloudless  radiance  of 
a  perfect  summer  day,  when  all  nature  basks  in  its 
light,  and  rejoices  in  its  heat,  when  in  the  full  tide 
of  her  re-creative  powers,  she  is  working  to  produce 
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the  plenteous  "  fruits  of  the  earth  in  their  due  season." 
Such  is  the  Resurrection  of  Christ  meant  to  be  to  us,  a 
great  regenerating  power,  sending  its  vivifying  in 
fluences  through  all  the  weak  and  dormant  faculties 
of  our  nature,  energizing  what  is  holy,  controlling 
what  is  mutinous  to  good,  bringing  into  harmony 
the  discords  of  character,  teaching  the  spirit  the 
proportions  of  faith.  "  With  God  all  things  are 
possible  " ;  the  broken  seal  and  the  vacant  tomb, 
the  orderly  grave-clothes,  the  empty  rock-shelf  on 
which  the  body  lay,  proclaim  the  fact  with  an 
eloquence  so  deep,  so  persuasive,  that  the  world  has 
been  compelled  to  stop  and  listen,  for  the  message 
is  one  not  only  of  conquered  death,  but  of  restored 
life.  Yes  !  we  repeat  these  words  of  our  Creed,  and 
then  look  upon  the  world  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins 
around  us  and  say,  "  With  God  all  things  are 
possible."  We  look  into  our  own  hearts,  full  of  all 
the  evidences  of  spiritual  death,  and  believe  that  by 
the  power  of  His  Resurrection  they  can  be  made  fit 
habitations  of  God  through  the  Spirit,  and  the  peace 
of  God  flows  into  our  hearts  like  the  great  pulsing 
tide  of  ocean,  silently,  quietly,  covering  the  great 
jagged  rocks,  filling  the  little  pools,  smoothing  and 
cleansing  the  disordered  sand,  till  the  seaweeds  unfold, 
in  beauty  as  the  surges  wash  over  them,  and  thei 
anemones  open  up  their  hidden  glories  in  the  clear 
water,  and  all  the  confusion  and  wildness  of  the  shore 
is  buried  under  the  full  rush  of  the  tide  of  power  and 
peace.  So  will  it  be  to  the  Christian  soul  which  truly, 
heartily,  belie vingly  accepts  "  the  power  of  His 
Resurrection  "  not  as  a  mere  fact  of  the  past,  not  as 
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a  mere  pledge  of  the  future,  but  as  a  power  for  the 
present — a  real  personal  power  of  life  for  everyday 
use.  In  a  very  real  deep  sense  what  the  Apostle  says 
of  the  Divine  Master  should  be  true  of  each  of  His 
disciples,  "  In  that  he  liveth,  he  liveth  unto  God." 

Oh,  what  joy  to  trust  Thee,  Jesus, 
Mighty  Victor  o'er  the  grave, 
And  to  learn  amid  earth's  shadows, 
Thine  unceasing  power  to  save. 
Only  those  who  prove  Thee  know 
What  the  grace  Thou  dost  bestow. 

Make  my  life  a  bright  outshining 
Of  Thy  life,  that  all  may  see 
Thine  own  Resurrection  power 
Mightily  put  forth  in  me. 
Ever  let  my  heart  become 
Yet  more  consciously  Thy  Home. 
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CHAPTER    VIII 

"  While  he  blessed  them,  he  was  parted  from  them,  and  carried 
up  into  heaven  "  (Luke  xxiv.  51). 

"  HE  ASCENDED  INTO  HEAVEN  " 

SOMETIMES  when  we  have  been  looking  at  a  very 
bright  object  and  then  turn  our  eyes  in  another 
direction,  we  find  everything  is  dim  and  blurred,  and 
it  is  some  time  before  we  can  clearly  see  the  fresh 
object.  It  is  often  so  with  our  Lord's  Ascension :  we 
are  so. dazzled  with  the  glorious  fact  of  His  Resurrection 
and  all  it  involves  that  we  fail  for  a  time  to  under 
stand  how  magnificent  and  far-reaching  also  were 
the  results  of  His  Ascension.  The  fact  too  that 
Ascension  Day  always  falls  in  the  week,  and  not  on 
Sunday,  hinders  us  from  grasping  its  true  importance 
to  the  Christian  Church  and  the  Christian  life.  We 
give  it,  perhaps  unconsciously,  a  secondary  place  in 
our  thoughts.  But  this  is  absolutely  wrong.  These 
four  simple  words  of  our  Creed  contain  within  them 
both  endless  comfort  and  boundless  inspiration  for 
the  individual  Christian  and  the  whole  corporate 
Church.  It  is  quite  true  the  accounts  of  it  in  the 
first  three  Gospels  and  the  Acts  are  very  short,  and 
leave  us  longing  to  know  more,  while  the  allusions 
to  it  in  the  Epistles  dwell  not  so  much  on  the  event 
itself  as  on  the  effects  which  it  produced.  The  Early 
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Church  quietly  assumed  the  fact  in  all  her  writings 
and  doctrines,  and  the  earnestness  with  which  the 
Return  of  Christ  was  anticipated  bears  witness  to  an 
acknowledged  personal  absence,  and  the  "  coming 
down  "  presupposes  a  "  going  up,"  and  as  St.  Paul 
says  to  the  Ephesians,  "  He  that  descended  is  the 
same  also  that  ascended  far  above  all  heavens " 
(Eph.  iv.  10),  "  that  he  might  "  (as  Bishop  Westcott 
translates)  "  bring  all  things  to  their  completeness." 

The  account  of  the  Ascension  more  rightly  begins 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  than  closes  the  story  of  the 
Gospels,  for  it  is  more  closely  concerned  with  the 
present  work  of  the  Church,  the  present  comfort  of 
believers,  and  with  His  Heavenly  Intercession,  not 
with  the  Earthly  Ministry  of  Christ. 

The  Ascension  evidently  occupied  a  prominent 
place  in  our  Lord's  thoughts — "  What,"  He  says  to 
His  disciples,  "  and  if  ye  shall  see  the  Son  of  Man 
ascend  up  where  he  was  before  "  (John  vi.  62) ;  and 
on  the  Resurrection  morning  He  says  to  Mary 
Magdalene, "  Touch  me  not ;  for  I  am  not  yet  ascended 
to  my  Father :  but  go  to  my  brethren  and  say,  I  ascend 
unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God,  and 
your  God  "  (John  xx.  17). 

The  fact  of  His  return  to  the  immediate  presence 
of  God  was  to  our  Lord  not  only  the  satisfaction  of 
an  intense  personal  desire,  but  also  the  necessary 
preliminary  to  a  most  glorious  work,  and  the  bestowal 
of  an  indispensable  gift. 

The  vision  of  Christ  during  the  dark,  weary,  trying 
days  of  His  earthly  ministry  passed  beyond  the  gloom 
of  the  sepulchre,  even  the  joy  of  the  Resurrection,  to 
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the  glory  which  He  had  with  the  Father  before  the 
world  was,  and  to  which  He  knew  He  should  speedily 
return.  The  joy  of  that  Presence,  the  glory  of  that 
home,  the  delight  of  the  work  in  which  He  was  about 
to  engage,  filled  His  heart  with  such  floods  of  peace 
that,  during  that  awful  last  evening,  He  could  wish 
His  beloved  disciples  no  better  gift  than  "  My  peace 
I  leave  with  you,'*  no  truer  comfort  than  that  "  My 
joy  might  remain  in  you."  Do  we  not  sometimes 
ask  ourselves,  what  was  the  meaning  of  this  strange 
and,  at  first  sight,  incongruous  legacy?  and  then  we 
remember  that  in  all  that  wonderful  last  exhortation, 
which  St.  John  so  fully  records  for  us,  there  is  no 
allusion  at  all  to  His  sufferings  or  death  or  resurrection. 
His  dying  thoughts  and  words  passed  in  one  grand 
triumphant  leap  over  the  valley  of  death  through  the 
gate  of  resurrection,  and  He  was  thinking  of  the  many 
mansions,  of  the  infinite  glory  and  peace  of  His 
Father's  presence.  "  I  go  unto  my  Father  " ;  "  I  go 
my  way  to  Him  that  sent  me  " ;  again,  "  I  leave  the 
world  and  go  to  the  Father  "  :  such  were  the  thoughts 
and  hopes  that  cheered  His  mind  in  those  hours  of 
terrible  distress.  We  must  not  judge  of  the  impor 
tance  of  the  Ascension  by  the  space  it  occupies  in 
Holy  Scripture,  but  rather  by  the  space  it  occupied 
in  our  Lord's  thoughts  and  expectations.  It  was  the 
centre  of  all  His  hopes. 

But  the  Ascension  was  not  only  much  to  Him,  it  is 
also  infinitely  much  to  us. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  "  In  the  Resurrection  the 
Apostles  saw  the  effect  and  not  the  act ;  in  the 
Ascension  they  saw  the  act  and  not  the  effect."  The 
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act  was  like  a  seed  falling  into  their  minds,  but  as  the 
seed  germinated  and  time  passed  by,  they  began  to 
realize  how  immense  and  fruitful  were  its  effects. 
The  understanding  of  the  mystery  was  slow,  but  it 
was  sure.  The  angels  who  spoke  to  them  when  the 
Lord  had  disappeared  behind  the  cloud  rightly  excited 
their  thought  and  stirred  their  imagination  when 
they  asked,  "  Why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven  ?  " 
They  returned  to  Jerusalem  with  great  joy,  they  made 
the  Temple  courts  ring  with  their  praises,  but  it  was 
only  very  gradually  they  learnt  the  true  answer  to  the 
angels'  "  Why  ?  " 

When  we  repeat  these  simple  words  of  the  Creed, 
should  not  the  angels'  question  come  to  us,  and  make 
us  ask  ourselves — What  do  these  four  little  words 
mean  to  me  ?  Why  do  I  believe  and  repeat  them  ? 
Let  us  just  pause  a  moment  and  ask — What  do  they 
mean  to  us  individually,  and  to  the  Church  col 
lectively  ?  We  must  remember  the  disciples  had 
become  accustomed  to  a  new  sort  of  intercourse 
between  their  Lord  and  themselves.  He  was  no 
longer  always  with  them.  He  went  and  came  in  a 
mysterious  way.  He  appeared  and  vanished  at 
unexpected  moments.  There  was  a  vague  feeling 
that  He  was  wandering  about  the  earth  with  a  body 
unlike  theirs,  yet  with  affections  and  feelings  towards 
them  exactly  the  same  as  before.  But  now  He  had 
gone  up  visibly  into  Heaven — The  Home  of  God — 
and  that  wonderful  fact  immediately  made  God's 
Home  their  home,  for  He  had  said  "  I  will  come  again 
and  receive  you  unto  myself,  that  where  I  am  there  ye 
may  be  also." 
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His  last  acts  and  words — in  instructing  them  and 
blessing  them — assured  them  that  the  change  of  His 
abode  made  no  difference  whatever  as  regarded  His 
interest  and  love.  There  was  no  feeling  of  resentment 
or  alienation  for  their  frailties  and  slowness  of  heart 
to  believe  all  the  prophets  had  written,  but  the  sweetest 
proofs  that  He  left  them  with  feelings  of  the  warmest 
affection  and  most  sympathetic  interest  in  them  and 
their  future  work.  Instantly  two  duties  forced 
themselves  upon  their  consciences  with  overwhelming 
force :  the  first  was  Praise,  the  second  Prayer. 
Praise  that  they  were  privileged  to  serve  such  a 
Master  ;  Prayer  that  they  might  be  found  worthy  of 
such  an  honour. 

When  we  repeat  this  article  of  our  Creed,  is  this  the 
thought  that  comes  into  our  mind  ?  Praise  that  our 
Saviour  Christ  has  returned  with  great  triumph  to 
His  Kingdom  in  Heaven,  and  Prayer  that  we  may, 
in  heart  and  mind,  thither  ascend  and  with  Him 
continually  dwell.  Like  all  the  other  articles  of  the 
Creed  it  is  meant  to  be  most  practical,  and  if  not, 
it  is  "  words,  empty  words."  But  the  departing 
Saviour  intended  it  to  be  not  only  a  precious  and 
unforgettable  incident  in  their  experience,  but  the 
incentive  to  a  daily  walk  of  activity  and  obedience. 
The  knowledge  that  they  had  a  living,  loving  Master 
in  Heaven,  who  was  watching  over  them  and  would 
some  day  return  for  them,  was  to  make  them  patient 
while  they  waited,  courageous  while  they  witnessed, 
earnest  while  they  worked,  and  persevering  as  they 
watched.  For  these  are  the  four  commands  of  the 
Ascended  Lord  :  wait,  witness,  work,  watch.  If  we 
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believe  "  He  ascended  into  Heaven,"  do  we  try  to 
carry  out  the  last  orders  He  left  for  every  one  who 
professes  to  love  Him  ? 

But  the  Ascension  has  not  only  its  stimulating  and 
sanctifying  lessons  for  the  individual  believer,  it  is 
also  the  keynote  for  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church, 
and  we  often  seem  to  forget  that  the  idea  of  a  Christian 
Church  which  is  not  missionary  is  an  anomaly,  a 
negation  of  all  its  principles.  We  seem  to  think 
missionary  work,  either  Home  or  Foreign,  is  a  sort  of 
side  issue,  a  species  of  religious  luxury,  to  be  indulged 
in  if  Christians  are  generous  enough  to  care  to  do  it. 
The  vast  majority  of  so-called  Christians  care  ab 
solutely  nothing  for  the  extension  of  Christ's  Kingdom, 
they  are  purely  selfish  ;  to  save  their  own  souls,  with 
the  least  self-sacrifice  possible,  is  their  idea  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  an  occasional  small  offering 
in  Church,  which  really  costs  them  absolutely  nothing, 
is  their  idea  of  their  duty  towards  what  is  in  very 
truth  the  prime  object  of  the  Church's  existence.  An 
honest  belief  in  the  Ascension  of  Christ  will  entirely 
revolutionize  such  unchristian  ideas  of  Christian  duty. 

The  parting  words  of  Christ — and  what  solemnity 
and  responsibility  attaches  to  parting  words — had  to 
do  with  world-wide  service,  limitless  opportunity, 
unquestioning  obedience.  His  eyes  were  fixed  on  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  earth.  His  love  was  yearning 
after  "  every  creature."  His  desire  was  that  all 
nations  should  enjoy  the  knowledge  and  blessing  of 
the  Holy  Trinity.  The  Ascension  was  intended  to 
inaugurate  this  supreme  duty  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Christ  chose  no  earthly  capital ;  His  presence  was  no 


THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE  95 

longer  local,  but  universal ;  His  power  was  no  more 
exerted  only  in  the  limited  area  of  an  earthly  state, 
but  extended  to  all  things  in  Heaven  and  earth.  As 
a  candle  set  under  a  bushel  lights  up  only  a  limited 
space,  but  when  it  is  placed  on  a  candlestick  gives 
light  to  the  whole  house,  so  Christ  restricted  by  the 
narrow  limits  of  His  earthly  life  could  shine  but  upon 
few,  yet  when  exalted  upon  the  candlestick  of  im 
mortality  and  glory  His  gracious  influences  fill  all 
the  creation  of  God. 

The  sight,  then,  of  the  Ascension  of  Christ  was 
necessary  that  the  Early  Church  might  set  out  on  its 
immense  task — apparently  impossible  task — with 
courage,  hope  and  perseverance.  We  see  "  not  yet 
all  things  put  under  him,  but  we  see  Jesus  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour,"  and  this  thought  should  fill 
us  as  it  did  those  first  disciples  with  boundless 
enthusiasm  for  the  extension  of  His  Kingdom.  That  it 
does  not,  may  well  fill  our  hearts  with  deep  humility 
and  contrition — yea  !  an  apprehension — for  not  only 
has  He  left  a  command  and  said  "If  ye  love  me,  keep 
my  commandments,"  but  with  the  command  is 
abundant  power  to  fulfil  it,  and  He  is  coming  again 
to  see  how  the  command  has  been  obeyed.  "  This 
same  Jesus  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have 
seen  him  go  into  heaven."  As  the  thought  of  the 
Ascension  gives  courage  and  confidence,  so  the  thought 
of  His  Return  should  spur  to  energy  and  watchfulness. 
Bengel,  the  great  commentator,  has  beautifully  said : 
"  It  accords  with  the  majesty  of  Christ  that  during 
the  whole  period  between  His  Ascension  and  His 
Advent,  He  should  without  intermission  be  expected." 


96  THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE 

The  Ascension  was  the  commencement  of  a  transition 
period,  to  be  occupied  in  working  and  witnessing ;  and 
in  the  divine  scheme  of  Redemption  we  are  not  told 
of  any  event  of  like  importance  which  is  to  happen 
in  the  long  and  uncertain  interval  till  His  Return. 
It  is  graciously  given  to  man  to  have  the  tremendous 
privilege  of  being  a  fellow-worker  with  God  in  the 
consummation  of  His  divine  purposes. 

This  short  article  of  our  Creed,  if  we  thoughtfully 
consider  it,  is  fraught  with  an  immensity  of  comfort, 
encouragement  and  hope. 

The  presence  of  glorified  humanity  in  Heaven  itself 
is  a  pledge  and  foretaste  that  in  the  Second  Adam,  the 
Lord  from  Heaven,  all  God's  original  purposes  of 
glory  and  blessing  for  mankind  will  be  perfectly 
accomplished,  and  more  than  accomplished,  for  "  He 
must  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet, 
then  he  shall  deliver  up  the  Kingdom  to  God,  even 
the  Father."  In  the  Ascension  of  Christ  we  have  the 
assurance  that  neither  sin  nor  Satan  can  ever  prevail 
to  frustrate  the  sovereign  purposes  of  God  with  regard 
to  our  human  race. 

But  beyond  all  this,  the  Ascension  of  Christ  re 
vealed  Him  unquestionably  as  "  the  Saviour  of  the 
World."  The  disciples  had  questioned  Him  regarding 
the  time  when  the  Kingdom  should  be  restored  to 
Israel ;  He  replies  by  telling  them  of  a  Kingdom  that 
should  be  to  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth,  and  with 
this  imperial  outlook  regarding  redeemed  humanity 
He  wondrously  and  graciously  couples  their  names, 
and  commissions  them  to  be  each  one  a  witness  of  His 
power  to  save  and  power  to  keep,  and  every  time  we 
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repeat  this  article  of  our  Creed — "  He  ascended  into 
Heaven  " — it  reminds  us  each  one,  that  we  have  a 
privilege  and  duty,  a  command,  to  do  our  personal 
share  in  extending  His  Kingdom,  which  is  righteousness 
and  joy  and  peace  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  extension 
of  Christ's  Kingdom  is  not  something  we  can  interest 
ourselves  in  if  we  choose,  if  we  have  the  inclination, 
the  leisure.  No  !  The  Ascension  reminds  us  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  everybody  who  names  himself  by  the 
name  of  Christ.  The  so-called  Christian  who  is  only 
concerned  about  the  salvation  of  his  own  soul,  and 
cares  nothing  for  other  people's,  is  no  real  Christian — 
"  Thou' hast  a  name  that  thou  livest  and  art  dead." 

It  has  been  beautifully  said :  "  Those  who  in  spirit 
are  ascended  with  Christ,  not  only  see  Heaven,  but 
overlook  the  world.  Thousands  of  men  and  women, 
brethren  in  far  lands  come  into  sight  that  day." 
There  is  great  truth,  though  by  no  means  the  whole 
truth,  in  Whit  tier's  lines  : — 

Heaven's  gate  is  shut  to  him  who  comes  alone  ; 
Save  thou  a  soul,  and  it  shall  save  thine  own. 

And  the  Ascended  Christ  is  a  waiting  Christ,  waiting 
till  He  see  of  the  travail  of  His  soul  and  be  satisfied, 
and  we,  you  and  I,  if  we  truly  love  Him,  shall  spare  no 
effort,  no  self-sacrifice  to  advance  that  day. 

He  is  waiting  with  long  patience 
For  His  crowning  day, 
For  that  Kingdom  which  shall  never 
Pass  away. 

And  till  every  tribe  and  nation 
Bow  before  His  Throne, 
He  expecteth  loyal  service 
From  His  own. 
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Shall  we — dare  we  disappoint  Him  ? 
Brethren,  let  us  rise, 
He,  who  died  for  us,  is  watching 
From  the  skies. 

Watching,  till  His  royal  banner 
Floateth  far  and  wide, 
Till  He  seeth  of  His  travail, 
Satisfied. 
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"  When  he  had  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high  "  (Heb.  i.  3). 

"AND  SlTTETH  ON  THE  RlGHT  HAND  OF  GOD  THE 
FATHER  ALMIGHTY" 

THERE  is  no  figure  upon  the  great  canvas  of  religious 
history  which  attracts  our  gaze  more  earnestly  than 
the  great  High  Priest  of  Israel.  He  stands  forth  in 
solitary  grandeur,  the  chief  representative  of  the 
purest  religion  of  the  ancient  world,  the  embodiment 
of  eternal  truths  which  God  meant  to  impress  for  ever 
upon  the  hearts  of  men.  He  stands  there  in  his 
marvellous  garments  of  glory  and  beauty,  as  a  per 
petual  witness  to  the  need  of  Atonement,  the  pro 
vision  of  Atonement,  the  results  of  Atonement.  We 
must  never  forget  that  his  position,  garments,  duties, 
were  appointed  by  God  Himself ;  it  was  no  human 
choice,  his  gorgeous  raiment  was  not  the  expression 
of  a  curious  or  aesthetic  taste,  his  heavy  and  complex 
duties  were  not  a  meaningless  ritual  devised  by  a 
human  whim,  they  were  each  and  all  "  as  the  Lord 
commanded  Moses." 
Amidst  all  the  manifold  calls  of  discipline,  worship, 
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judgment,  which  claimed  his  attention  and  occupied 
his  time,  there  was  one  day  in  the  year  which  called 
forth  every  faculty  to  its  fullest  extent,  that  was  the 
Great  Day  of  Atonement  ;  all  day  was  he  occupied 
with  the  awful  fact  of  sin,  and  its  pardon.  The 
question  of  his  personal  purity  and  strictest  obedience 
concerned  not  only  himself,  but  that  vast  multitude 
he  represented,  and  who  watched  with  the  most 
anxious  solicitude  the  performance  of  every  rite. 
"  Into  the  holy  place  the  priests  went  always,  accom 
plishing  the  service  of  God,  but  into  the  second  (the 
Holy  of  Holies)  went  the  High  Priest  alone  once  every 
year,  not  without  blood,  which  he  offered  for  himself 
and  for  the  errors  of  the  people.  The  Holy  Ghost 
thus  signifying  that  the  way  into  the  holiest  was  not  yet 
made  manifest."  "  But  Christ  being  come  an  high 
priest  ...  by  his  own  blood,  entered  in  once  into 
the  holy  place,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption 
for  us  "  (Heb.  ix.  6,  7,  8,  n,  12). 

It  is  this  tremendous  and  consolatory  truth  which 
these  words  of  our  Creed  are  intended  to  bring  before 
us.  As  the  High  Priest  on  the  Day  of  Atonement, 
having  slain  the  victim  outside,  entered  the  Holiest 
with  its  blood,  bearing  and  displaying  the  evidences 
of  sacrifice,  so  our  Great  and  Eternal  High  Priest  has 
entered  into  God's  presence,  and  there  offered  "  once 
for  all  "  the  merits  of  His  one  perfect  sacrifice,  a 
sacrifice  which  can  never  be  repeated,  or  be  re-pre 
sented,  but  which  is  always  spoken  of  in  Scripture 
as  finished  for  ever,  both  as  regards  its  offering  and 
its  presentation — "  But  this  man  after  he  had  offered 
one  sacrifice  for  sins  for  ever,  sat  down  on  the  right 
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hand  of  God  "  (Heb.  x.  12).  And  here  is  one  word, 
which  both  in  the  Creed  and  in  Scripture  should  rivet 
our  attention — "  He  sat  down  "  :  this  was  something 
the  Jewish  High  Priest  never  did,  never  could  do,  for 
amidst  all  the  magnificent  and  lavish  furniture  of 
the  Tabernacle  and  Temple  there  was  no  seat — no 
rest — everything  was  incomplete,  everything  required 
repetition.  As  Bishop  Westcott  has  strikingly  said  : 
"  The  image  of  Christ's  session  is  that  of  perfect  rest, 
the  sacrifice  has  been  completed,  but  the  fruits  of  it 
remain  inexhaustible.  The  purification  of  sins  has 
been  made,  but  the  application  is  for  all  time."  Yes, 
"  We  have  a  great  high  priest,  who  is  passed  into  the 
heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of  God  "  (Heb.  iv.  14).  "  We 
have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous  "  (i  John  ii.  i). 

"  Now  of  the  things  which  we  have  spoken  this  is 
the  sum :  We  have  such  an  high  priest,  who  is  set  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  in  the  heavens " 
(Heb.  viii.  i).  We  read  these  verses  often,  we  recite 
these  well-known  words  of  our  Creed  countless  times, 
but  do  they  excite  in  our  hearts  feelings  of  unspeakable 
gratitude,  comfort,  hope  ?  If  we  really  believe, 
understand  them,  they  simply  must. 

That  wonderful  Scotch  divine,  McCheyne,  said, 
"  If  I  could  hear  Christ  praying  for  me  in  the  next 
room,  I  would  not  fear  a  million  of  enemies,  yet  the 
distance  makes  no  difference — He  is  praying  for  me/' 
There  is  the  whole  secret  of  the  comfort  revealed  to 
us  in  these  words  :  "  We  have  "  at  this  moment,  for  our 
present  personal  needs,  a  great  Intercessor,  "who 
has  been  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities," 
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appearing  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us.  Do  we 
believe  it  ?  Really,  intelligently,  constantly  ?  If  so 
our  lives  would  be,  and  should  be,  vastly  different 
from  what  they  are.  Consider  for  a  moment  how 
this  Advocate  with  the  Father  is  described  by  St. 
John.  He  is  "  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous."  As 
Dr.  Findlay  has  finely  expressed  it,  "  His  name,  with  the 
record  behind  it,  guarantees  the  worth  of  the  person 
and  His  standing  with  the  Father,  it  is  a  pledge  of  kind 
ness,  skill,  authority,  of  human  affinity  and  Divine 
prerogative,  of  power,  and  merit  and  suitability.'* 

By  what  gentle  yet  beautiful  steps  has  our  Creed 
guided  us  to  this  great  summit  of  faith.  We  have 
expressed  our  belief  in  this  Intercessor's  perfect  Deity, 
in  His  complete  humanity,  through  the  medium  of  a 
miraculous  birth,  in  the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings, 
in  His  appalling  death,  His  glorious  Resurrection  and 
Ascension,  and  now  we  triumphantly  assert  our 
confidence  that  while  His  work  of  Atonement  is 
finished  for  ever,  yet  that  His  blessed  work  of  Inter 
cession  is  now  going  on,  and  will  go  on,  till  the  need 
of  it  is  for  ever  at  an  end. 

We  have  not  a  High  Priest  like  the  Jewish,  standing 
for  a  brief  moment  in  trembling  fear  and  uncertainty 
before  a  golden,  glory  -  shrouded  mercy-seat,  but  a 
Divine  immortal  High  Priest  "  set  for  ever  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majesty  in  the  heavens."  The 
vision  is  so  glorious,  the  comfort  of  the  fact  is  so  vast, 
that  we  seem  to  strive  in  vain  to  grasp  even  a  little 
of  what  it  ought  to  mean  to  us.  The  measure  of  our 
faith  will  really  be  shown  by  the  personal  use  we  make 
of  this  loving,  yet  divine  Intercession. 
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There,  there  Thou  standest  pleading 

The  virtue  of  Thy  blood  ; 
For  sinners  interceding, 

Our  Advocate  with  God  ; 

And  every  changeful  fashion 

Of  our  brief  j  oys  and  cares, 
Finds  thought  in  Thy  compassion 

And  echo  in  Thy  prayers. 

But  even  the  extraordinary  splendour  and  solemnity 
which  gathered  round  Israel's  High  Priest  is  in 
sufficient  to  express  all  the  dignity  and  prerogatives 
of  that  Divine  and  Eternal  Priest,  who  appears  in  the 
presence  of  God  for  us.  Another  figure  is  brought 
forth  from  the  mists  of  the  past  to  complete  the 
picture  in  its  solitary  grandeur.  Not  only  must  we 
have  a  Priest,  but  a  priest  who  is  also  a  King.  So 
the  venerable  figure  of  Melchisedec  is  placed  before 
us — King  of  Righteousness,  King  of  Peace,  Priest  of 
the  Most  High  God,  without  father,  without  mother, 
without  descent,  having  neither  beginning  of  days, 
nor  end  of  life,  and  abideth  a  Priest  continually 
(Heb.  vii.  2,  3).  Now  the  portrait  in  all  its  stately 
magnificence  is  complete,  and  the  vision  of  Zechariah 
long  ages  before  is  fulfilled — "  The  man  whose  name  is 
The  Branch,  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  his  throne,  and  he 
shall  be  a  priest  upon  his  throne  "  (Zech.  vi.  12,  13), 
"  and  he,"  as  the  Psalmist  said,  "  is  a  priest  for  ever 
after  the  order  of  Melchisedec"  (Ps.  ex.  4).  Very 
dimly  indeed  do  we  realize  when  we  repeat  these 
words — "  He  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the 
Father  Almighty  " — that  we  are  in  truth  proclaiming 
the  fulfilment  of  some  of  the  most  wonderful  purposes 
of  God  ever  revealed  to  man.  Priests  always  stand 
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to  perform  their  ministry,  angels  stand,  or  fall  pros 
trate  in  worship  before  the  Eternal  Throne,  but  we 
express  our  belief  that  by  the  gracious  arrangement 
of  God,  One  in  our  human  nature  now  sits  at  the  right 
hand — the  place  of  power — of  the  Divine  Throne, 
having  obtained  the  right  of  intercession  by  the  merits 
of  His  Atoning  death,  and  that  He  is  also  an  Eternal 
King,  with  all  power  in  Heaven  and  earth  ;  that  this 
King  Priest,  human  and  divine,  continuously  interests 
Himself  with  boundless  love  in  all  that  concerns  His 
people,  and  that  He  is  obtaining  for  us  with  infinite 
knowledge  and  sympathy  "  that  grace  we  need  to 
help  in  every  time  of  need." 

The  other  articles  of  our  Creed  give  us  enlighten 
ment,  hope,  comfort,  with  regard  to  many  things 
past  and  future  ;  they  remind  us  of  facts  never  to  be 
overlooked  or  forgotten,  but  there  is  no  sentence  in 
this  brief  summary  of  our  Christian  Faith  which  has 
so  much  to  do  with  our  present  life.  It  comes  to  us 
amidst  the  duties  and  cares  of  daily  life,  amidst  the 
myriad  voices  of  earth's  strife  and  toil,  amidst  the 
storms  and  tossings  of  dark  and  trying  days,  and  it 
seems  to  speak  to  our  hearts  the  same  message  that 
the  Lord  Jesus  spake  to  His  disciples  on  the  storm- 
tossed  waters  of  the  Lake  of  Galilee.  It  says  "  Peace 
be  still  " — you  are  not  alone,  you  are  not  friendless, 
you  are  not  helpless,  you  have  a  Great  High  Priest, 
who  is  in  the  presence  of  God  for  you,  One  who  has 
not  only  Love  but  Power,  and  not  only  Power  but 
Wisdom.  Can  you  be  cast  down  ?  Dare  you 
despond  or  despair  ?  No  !  If  we  really  believe  what 
we  say,  we  dare  not.  But  even  these  thoughts, 
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infinitely  encouraging  as  they  are,  do  not  exhaust  all 
that  this  little  sentence  contains  of  present  comfort 
for  each  one  of  us.  We  believe  that  our  Lord  Jesus 
is  seated  "at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father 
Almighty."  May  we  not  say  those  last  three  words 
are  the  crowning  comfort  for  our  present  workaday 
life  and  duty  ? — "  The  Father  Almighty  " — and  a  new 
and  gentle  light  breaks  in  upon  our  hearts.  This 
Great  Intercessor  has  Himself  told  us  "  the  Father 
himself  loveth  you  "  (John  xvi.  27),  so  we  believe 
there  is  no  conflict  in  the  Divine  counsels,  but  that  a 
perfect  and  eternal  harmony  reigns  on  "  the  throne 
of  God  and  of  the  Lamb."  Wondrous  thought ! 
All  the  three  Persons  of  the  Blessed  Trinity  united 
in  one  gracious  employ,  to  watch  over  and  bless  sinful 
men  and  bring  them  to  glory,  for  "  the  Spirit  likewise 
helpeth  our  infirmities  and  maketh  intercession  for  us 
with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered,  and  he 
maketh  intercession  for  the  saints  according  to  the 
will  of  God  "  (Rom.  viii.  26,  27). 

It  is  the  sad,  but  inevitable  experience  of  human 
life  that,  as  years  roll  by,  friends  become  fewer,  and 
our  confidence  in  them  grows  less.  This  is  largely 
the  result  of  changed  circumstances,  of  new  interests 
and  affections  coming  into  our  lives,  which  we  cannot 
easily  share,  from  a  growing  reticence  which  steals 
into  our  heart  as  time  passes  on,  from  a  cooling  of 
those  warmer  affections  which  are  the  charm  and 
attraction  of  youth,  and  yet  we  know  we  need  a 
friend  more,  not  less,  each  year  we  live  ;  we  scarcely 
like  to  own  it  even  to  ourselves,  but  we  do,  and  quietly, 
secretly  we  long  for  some  wise,  sympathetic  friend 
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who  can  enter  into  our  ideas  and  feelings,  and  whom 
we  can  unhesitatingly  confide  in.  Our  Creed  would 
remind  us,  if  we  would  only  listen  to  it,  that  we  each 
one  have  such  a  Friend,  if  we  will  only  come  to  Him 
and  tell  Him  all  we  really  feel  and  want. 

What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus, 
All  our  sins  and  griefs  to  bear  ! 

What  a  privilege  to  carry 
Everything  to  God  in  prayer ! 

Oh,  what  peace  men  often  forfeit, 
Oh,  what  needless  pain  they  bear — 

All  because  they  do  not  carry 
Everything  to  God  in  prayer  ! 

May  we  not  find  a  new  and  deeper  meaning  than 
we  have  yet  guessed  at  in  Solomon's  encouraging 
summary  of  a  God-fearing  life,  when  he  said  "  The 
path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  which  shineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day  "  (Prov.  iv.  18), 
for  the  path  will  grow  brighter  and  brighter,  the  more 
we  learn  by  a  happy  and  lengthening  experience  to 
trust  in  the  constant  and  prevailing  intercession  of 
"  Him  who  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father 
Almighty."  Each  year  must  teach  us,  if  we  are 
thoughtful  scholars  in  life's  school  to  trust  ourselves 
less,  and  at  the  same  time  to  trust  Him  more. 
Honest  consideration  of  self  will  never  make  any  one 
conceited  but  humble,  and  honest  consideration  of 
God  will  make  every  man  confident  but  reverent, 
and  it  is  this  spirit  of  trustful  reverence  which  should 
animate  at  all  times  our  hearts  as  we  draw  near  to 
Him,  who  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father 
Almighty. 

And  let  us  end  our  meditation  on  this  sublime 
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pinnacle  of  our  faith  by  remembering  how  this  belief 
in  the  ceaseless  and  prevailing  intercession  of  Christ 
should  stir  us  up  to  more  earnest  and  constant  prayer. 
If  intercession  was  so  sweet  to  Christ  in  His  earthly 
life  and  ministry,  and  now  in  His  glorious  elevation, 
what  ought  it  not  to  be  to  us  ?  With  what  confidence 
can  we  come  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  knowing  who 
sits  upon  it,  and  before  whom  our  requests  are 
presented — our  Heavenly  Father — with  the  infinite 
approval  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  Do  we  make  prayer 
a  serious  business,  according  to  our  Ascended  Lord's 
example  ?  And  then  does  not  this  intercession  kindle 
in  us  a  deepened  sense  of  sin  ?  The  whole  of  the 
High  Priest's  solemn  functions  were  concerned  with 
sin,  and  its  remission.  The  blood-stained  altar  and 
mercy  -  seat  cried  out  "  The  wages  of  sin  is  death," 
and  it  was  only  as  sin  was  removed,  access  to  God  was 
possible.  We  own  with  heartfelt  humility  the  same 
thing ;  we  can  only  enter  that  Holy  Presence  by  the 
new  and  living  way  of  our  Saviour's  Atonement  and 
Mediation,  and  while  we  thankfully  draw  near  "  in 
full  assurance  of  faith/'  we  clasp  to  our  hearts  the 
humbling  yet  joyful  fact  that  we  can  only  do  so 
because  "  He  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God  the 
Father  Almighty." 
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"  The    Father  .  .  .  hath    given    him    authority    to    execute 
judgment  also,  because  he  is  the  Son  of  man  "  (John  v.  26,  27). 

"  FROM  THENCE  HE  SHALL  COME  TO  JUDGE  THE 
QUICK  AND  THE  DEAD  " 

WE  have  expressed  our  belief  in  the  eternal  deity  of 
our  Lord,  also  in  the  reality  of  His  humanity,  in  the 
intensity  of  His  sufferings,  the  certainty  of  His 
Resurrection,  the  glory  of  His  Ascension,  and  the 
present  importance  and  efficacy  of  His  Intercession 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  now  we  state  our  solemn 
belief  that  in  His  hands  will  rest  the  ultimate  fate  of 
all,  living  and  dead,  when  the  history  of  this  world  of 
ours  has  drawn  to  a  final  close. 

In  every  human  heart,  in  every  race  of  man,  how 
ever  much  they  may  differ  as  to  its  character,  effects, 
extent,  nearness,  there  dwells  the  certainty  of  a  future 
judgment;  that  little  voice  we  call  Conscience,  so 
wonderful  because  so  divine,  makes  itself  heard  amidst 
the  tempests  of  human  sin  and  the  convulsions  of 
human  society,  and  declares — however  hard  men  try 
to  stop  their  ears — "  God  shall  bring  every  work  into 
judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be 
good,  or  whether  it  be  evil  "  (Eccles.  xii.  14).  Now 
our  Creed  carries  our  thoughts  far  beyond  the  mere 
universal  conviction,  that  righteousness  and  justice 
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will  triumph  and  sin  be  punished,  and  fixes  our 
thoughts  on  Him  to  whom  is  committed  the  judgment 
of  this  world  ;  our  thoughts  are  guided  beyond  the 
bare  abstract  fact  that  "  the  right  will  win,"  to  Him 
in  whom  is  to  be  found  its  eternal  expression.  The 
Christ  of  God  and  the  Judgment  of  God  are  to  be 
inseparably  joined  together.  "  He  hath  committed 
all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  that  all  men  should  honour 
the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father  "  (John  v. 
22,  23). 

With  what  tremendous  unspeakable  honour  will 
men  crown  an  omnipotent,  all-wise,  all-righteous 
Judge  !  Such  honour  will  rest  in  its  undimmed 
splendour  upon  the  once  thorn-crowned  brow  of  Him, 
who  is  not  only  Son  of  God,  but  Son  of  Man. 

Countless  volumes  have  been  written  on  the  awful 
surroundings,  the  changeless  verdict,  the  irresistible 
consequences  of  this  judgment ;  it  has  exercised — and 
quite  rightly  exercised — a  fascinating  effect  upon  the 
ideas  and  imaginations  of  thoughtful  men.  Its 
restraining  influence  cannot  be  too  earnestly  and 
devoutly  cherished.  It  will  always  exercise  a  most 
beneficial  control  over  our  thoughts,  words,  and  acts, 
but  the  Creed  directs  our  thoughts  rather  to  the  Judge 
than  the  Judgment ;  more  to  its  universality — "  the 
quick  and  the  dead  " — than  its  awfulness.  "  When 
the  Son  of  man  shall  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory  " — more  upon  Him  from  whose  face  the  Heaven 
and  the  earth  shall  flee  away,  than  the  Great  White 
Throne  itself.  Every  sensible  person  feels  that  the 
very  existence  of  a  God,  whom  we  acknowledge  to  be 
holy  and  righteous,  necessitates  a  Judgment,  when 


THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE  115 

all  the  injustices,  miseries,  inequalities  of  mankind 
will  be  perfectly  set  right,  but  it  gives  us  an  entirely 
new  view  of  the  process  and  character  of  that  Judg 
ment,  when  we  consider  into  whose  hands  the  ultimate 
issue  is  entrusted. 

Even  if  we  believe,  as  many  like  Bishop  Westcott 
have  believed,  that  Christ  has  come  many  times  in 
the  various  great  crises  and  convulsions  of  our  human 
history,  and  that— as  he  said—"  on  each  of  these 
occasions,  new  thoughts,  new  principles,  new  estimates 
of  things  entered  into  the  world,  and  remain  still  to 
witness  to  their  divine  origin,"  so  that  we  feel  even  as 
we  look  on  the  wonderful  past,  or  still  more  perplexing 
present,  that  God  is  even  now  most  truly  ordering  the 
course  of  this  world,  yet  this  fact,  reassuring  to  our 
faith  and  comforting  as  it  is,  is  not  the  real  meaning  of 
this  article  of  our  Creed.  No  !  It  fixes  our  thoughts, 
our  hopes  on  a  Personal  Return,  certain,  glorious, 
decisive.  This  Creed  is  called  the  Apostles'  Creed 
as  summing  up  their  beliefs  and  hopes,  and  who  that 
reads  their  writings  and  considers  their  actions  can 
fail  to  see  that  the  great  hope,  the  ceaseless  spur  to 
zeal  and  self-denying  energy,  was  this  "  blessed  hope 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Christ." 
This  was  the  great  fact  that  gave  them  a  restless 
energy  which  turned  the  world  upside  down. 

It  was  this  constant  expectation  which  made  them 
oblivious  to  suffering,  opposition,  discouragement, 
danger,  death.  The  awful  moral  degradation  of 
human  society,  the  wickedness  of  men  in  every  nation 
and  rank  of  life  was  viewed  by  them  as  terminable 
at  any  moment  by  the  sudden  and  glorious  return  of 
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their  Divine  Lord.  They  did  not  then  know  as  we 
know  now,  how  much  had  to  take  place  before  the 
purposes  of  God  would  be  fulfilled.  Their  vision  and 
ideas  were  as  limited  then  as  were  the  bounds  of  the 
known  world  ;  since  their  day  huge  continents  with 
all  their  boundless  resources  have  come  to  the  know 
ledge  and  use  of  man,  and  our  ideas  have  expanded 
and  changed  with  an  enlarged  world,  so  we  may  have 
gained  clearer  and  larger  views  of  what  is  meant  by 
the  Coming  of  Christ,  even  as  the  central  fact  of  the 
existence  of  the  world  remains  immovable  amidst  all 
our  increased  knowledge  of  it.  So  the  central  fact  of 
our  Creed  stands  changeless  amidst  all  other  facts  or 
fancies  that  may  gather  round  it.  Christ  is  coming 
personally  to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  at  His 
appearing  and  His  Kingdom. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  "  Few  doctrines  have  suffered 
more  at  the  hands  of  their  friends  than  the  Second 
Coming  of  Jesus  Christ,"  but  when  we  put  on  one  side 
a  vast  amount  of  description  and  prophecy  and  con 
jecture,  we  can  understand  a  few  great  facts  which 
stand  out  sharp  and  clear  like  mountain-tops  rising  in 
all  their  solemn  majesty  from  a  sea  of  mist.  Let  the 
wondrous  calm  of  those  great  snowy  heights,  as  it  were, 
enter  for  a  brief  moment  into  our  hearts  as  we  look 
steadily  at  them. 

I.  All  will  be  there,  the  innumerable  myriads  of 
bygone  centuries,  as  well  as  the  toiling  millions  of  the 
present ;  all  the  living  of  every  clime,  class,  race  ; 
all  the  dead  from  the  quiet  country  churchyard,  the 
vast  abyss  of  ocean,  the  blood-drenched  lands  of 
war,  the  lovely  forest  and  the  splendid  sepulchre ; 
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but  above  all — we  shall  be  there — every  one  of  us  who 
now  meet  day  by  day  in  the  intercourse  of  life  ;  no 
excuse  will  avail,  no  evasion  be  possible  ;  you  may 
regret  having  missed  seeing  some  wonderful  scenes  in 
your  life,  but  this  scene,  the  most  wonderful  and 
awe-inspiring  that  any  human  eye  has  ever  beheld, 
you  will  not  miss.  You  will  be  there,  and  you  will 
be  there  simply  as  a  human  soul,  stripped  of  all  those 
conditions  of  earthly  life,  which  made  you  differ  from 
another  ;  wealth,  position,  learning,  poverty,  squalor, 
vice,  misery,  making  not  the  slightest  difference  to 
your  presence  there,  a  naked  soul  before  God,  nothing 
between.  Well  may  we  pray 

Then,  O  my  God,  prepare 

My  soul  for  that  great  day  ; 

Oh,  wash  me  in  Thy  precious  blood, 

And  take  my  sins  away. 

II.  But  again,  not  only  will  no  one  be  absent,  but 
also  no  circumstance  will  be  overlooked.  Time  and 
space  are  being  rapidly  obliterated  by  the  discoveries 
of  Science  ;  we  can  talk  for  hundreds  of  miles,  we 
can  listen  to  the  voices  of  the  dead,  we  can  chronicle 
any  event  upon  a  film.  At  this  Great  Judgment  the 
"  receivers  "  and  "  records  "  of  all  time  will  render 
up  their  hidden  stores,  and  each  man's  life  will  stand 
out  in  every  detail  as  on  a  film,  with  an  unerring 
record  of  every  word  beside  it.  Think  of  it  !  Con 
sider  it  !  And  who  of  us  does  not  tremble  ?  But 
beyond  even  deeds  and  words  there  will  be  thoughts. 
God  knows  now,  but  will  then  publicly  "  declare 
unto  man  what  is  his  thought."  The  Word  of  God 
discerns  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart,  and 
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like  a  spiritual  X-rays,  brings  the  hidden  to  light. 
Surely  this  is  more  awful  still.  Who  can  say  "  I  am 
clean  without  transgression,  neither  is  there  iniquity 
in  me  "  (Job  xxxiii.  9)  ?  Should  we  not  rather  say, 
"  Repent  therefore,  and  pray  God  if  perchance  the 
thought  of  thy  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee  "  (Acts 
viii.  22)  ?  Selfish,  covetous,  unkind,  unclean,  un 
believing  thoughts  will  be  brought  into  judgment 
"  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or 
whether  it  be  evil." 

III.  But  there  is  another  awful  fact  with  regard 
to  this  Judgment.  It  will  include  not  only  what  we 
have  done,  but  what  we  have  left  undone.  We  confess 
often  with  a  strange  indifference  not  merely  "  we 
have  done  that  we  ought  not  to  have  done,"  but 
"  we  have  also  left  undone  that  we  ought  to  have 
done."  Sins  of  omission  will  come  into  account  at 
that  day.  Our  Lord's  solemn  words  regarding  "  the 
unused  pound,"  "  the  buried  talent,"  "  the  unlit 
lamp,"  will  then  have  their  fulfilment.  Unused 
opportunity,  unemployed  energy,  unsympathetic 
conduct,  will  then  be  brought  to  a  perfectly  just 
judgment.  It  is  the  careless,  indolent,  slothful  people, 
who  show  no  sympathy  towards,  no  interest  in  others  ; 
who  live  for  self,  and  in  so  living  lose  their  very 
lives  ;  it  is  these  Christ  views  as  most  hopeless,  not 
the  adulterer,  murderer,  thief — their  "  sins  go  before 
to  judgment," — "  some  men's  they  follow  after,"  as  the 
apostle  says  (i  Tim.  v.  24),  and  what  the  world  com 
mends  that  day  will  show  God  most  awfully  condemns. 
"  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren."  What  a  boundless  horizon  of  trans- 
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gression  does  this  open  out  !  "  O  Lord,  who 
may  abide  it  ?  "  Surely  we  need  to  pray  with  a  very 
intense  earnestness  for  forgiveness  for  "  all  our  negli 
gences  and  ignorances,"  for  pardon  for  wasted  time 
and  selfish  days.  In  striving  after  doing  great  things, 
we  miss  doing  the  little  things  which  are  the  essence  of 
daily  life  and  make  its  greatness  ;  in  the  pursuit  of  an 
ostentatious  piety,  we  often  miss  that  better  part, 
which  is  a  quiet  constant  communion  with  our  Lord, 
which  can  hallow  and  sweeten  every  hour  of  life, 
and  which  cannot  be  taken  away  from  us. 

Watch  ye,  and  work  and  wait, 

For  Him  your  vigils  keep, 
Lest  coming  suddenly,  He  find 

His  servants  sunk  in  sleep. 

And  these  words  of  warning,  yet  encouragement, 
bring  us  to  the  last  thoughts  of  our  meditation.  Who 
is  it  that  is  to  sit  as  Judge  in  that  tremendous  trial 
we  shall  all  be  present  at  ?  It  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Scripture  tells  us  God  "  hath  appointed  a  day 
in  the  which  He  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness 
by  that  Man  whom  he  hath  ordained  ;  whereof  he 
hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead  "  (Acts  xvii.  31).  Christ 
Himself  says,  "  He  shall  execute  judgment  because  he 
is  the  Son  of  man,"  R.V.  "  a  Son  of  man  "  (John  v. 
27).  Our  Creed  has,  with  a  touching  simplicity,  led 
us  in  the  expression  of  our  heartfelt  belief  in  the  perfect 
humanity  of  our  beloved  Lord ;  it  has  placed  in  our 
lips  words  which  remind  us  of  His  innocent  child 
hood,  His  troublous  life,  His  terrible  death  ;  it  has 
kindled  our  praise  with  thoughts  of  His  glorious 
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Resurrection,  Ascension,  and  Intercession  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  and  now  it  closes  the  brief  yet 
splendid  summary  of  that  wondrous,  unique  life, 
by  reassuring  us  of  the  certainty  that  He  who  will  sit 
upon  that  glorious  Throne  of  Judgment  when 
"  Heaven  and  earth  shall  flee  away  and  no  place  be 
found  for  them,"  when  human  power  and  love  will 
be  of  no  avail  and  human  circumstances  of  no  weight, 
will  be  He  who  loves  us  with  an  everlasting  love,  who 
was  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  was 
tempted  like  as  we  are.  It  is  infinitely  comforting 
to  us  that  this  beautiful  epitome  of  our  faith  in  Christ 
should  close  by  reminding  us  that  "  this  same  Jesus  " 
will  be  the  One  whom  we  shall  all  have  to  face  as  our 
Judge  at  the  last  day.  It  does  not  in  any  way 
diminish  the  transcendent  glory  and  awfulness  of  the 
occasion,  it  cannot  inspire  false  hopes  in  any  un 
repentant  sinner's  heart,  when  we  consider  His  awful 
denunciation  of  sin  and  warnings  of  irresistible  judg 
ment,  but  it  does  assure  us  of  a  final  judgment  in 
which  love  and  justice,  sympathy  and  knowledge  will 
perfectly  blend.  Our  Creed  very  wisely  does  not 
discriminate  between  the  judgment  of  the  child  of 
God  as  regards  his  works  and  that  of  the  uncon 
verted  sinner,  with  regard  to  condemnation;  it 
impresses  upon  us  the  unquestionable,  awful  certainty 
that  "  each  one  of  us  shall  give  account  of  himself  to, 
God,"  and  with  that  assurance  it  joins  the  hopeful 
fact,  that  He  who  will  judge  us  is  endued  with  an 
experimental  sympathy,  love,  truth,  purity,  righteous 
ness,  which  will  impress  upon  the  verdict  final  and 
unimpeachable  justice, 
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We  are  only  too  apt  to  put  from  us  as  an  unwelcome 
fact  the  certainty  of  a  future  judgment,  we  willingly 
dismiss  it  from  our  thoughts,  yet  every  time  we  repeat 
this  Creed  we  remind  ourselves  and  our  neighbours 
that  we  profess  anyway  to  believe  it.  How  different 
would  be  our  conduct  towards  each  other,  our  attitude 
towards  God,  if  we  did  sincerely,  honestly,  personally 
believe  it  ?  What  cruel  injustices,  what  unkind  acts, 
what  selfish  considerations,  what  wicked  thoughts  and 
words,  what  social  and  personal  wrongs  would  vanish 
away.  But  if  we  do  remember  it  and  try  to  live  each 
day  as  if  we  did  (for  the  Creed  is  meant  to  be  a 
day -by -day  help  in  our  Christian  life),  let  us  also 
thankfully  consider  that  He  who  will  be  our  Judge 
can  now  be  our  Saviour,  and  as  conscience  brings  to 
our  remembrance  the  long  roll  of  transgressions, 
omissions  and  commissions,  terribly,  fearfully  many 
to  our  sin-blind  eyes,  but  infinitely  more  and  infinitely 
blacker  to  the  eyes  of  Him  in  "  whose  sight  the  very 
heavens  are  not  clean  and  who  chargeth  his  angels 
with  folly,"  as  the  realization  grows  deeper  and  the 
fact  of  judgment  grows  nearer  (as  it  every  day 
inevitably  does),  let  us  without  delay,  with  "  truly 
penitent  hearts  and  lively  faith  "  seek  our  Saviour's 
pardon  and  help,  and  then  strive,  by  the  help  of  His 
Holy  Spirit,  humbly,  earnestly,  day  by  day  to  follow 
the  "  blessed  steps  of  His  most  holy  life."  The  thought 
of  judgment  will  not  lose  its  restraining  power,  it  will 
rather  increase,  and  the  consciousness  of  constant 
failure  and  frailty  will  lead  us  more  and  more  to  "  the 
fountain  opened  for  sin  and  all  uncleanness,"  but  with 
the  solemn  thought  will  come  the  comforting  one  : 
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"  that  we  are  justified  freely  by  his  grace,"  and  the 
storm-clouds  of  judgment  are  illuminated  by  the 
rainbow  of  mercy,  and 

When  I  stand  before  the  throne, 
Dressed  in  beauty  not  my  own  ; 
When  I  see  Thee  as  Thou  art, 
Love  Thee  with  unsinning  heart : 
Then,  Lord,  shall  I  fully  know — 
Not  till  then — how  much  I  owe. 

The  angels  who  spake  to  that  small  but  absorbed 
group  of  believers  on  the  summit  of  Olivet  that 
Ascension  Day,  said  "  This  same  Jesus  shall  so  come 
as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven."  They  could 
not  have  meant  He  would  come  in  a  similar  private, 
inglorious  way,  because  we  know  from  other  Scriptures 
"  He  will  come  in  power  and  great  glory,"  in  flaming 
fire,  and  with  ten  thousand  of  his  saints. 

Yet,  is  not  the  message  of  the  Angels  and  the  Creed 
one  ?  And  does  it  not  assure  us  that  it  is  Incarnate 
Love  that  will  sit  on  the  Throne  of  Eternal  Justice, 
and  God  who  is  Love  will  do  right  ? 
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"  The  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  shall  teach  you 
all  things  .  .  .  he  shall  guide  you  into  all  truth  "  (John  xiv.  26, 
xvi.  13). 
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"  The  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  shall  teach  you 
all  things  .  .  .  he  shall  guide  you  into  all  truth  "  (John  xiv.  26, 
xvi.  13). 

"  I  BELIEVE  IN  THE  HOLY  GHOST  " 

How  often  and  how  thoughtlessly  do  we  repeat  these 
words,  perhaps  the  most  heart-searching  in  all  our  Creed. 
Listening  to  the  hurricanes  of  wickedness  which  rage 
around  the  earth,  listening  to  the  timid  tones  in  which 
the  Church  condemns  the  crying  sins  of  the  age, 
looking  into  our  own  hearts  and  seeing  how  few  and 
stunted  are  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  growing  there, 
we  feel  that  if  St.  Paul  came  to  us  and  the  modern 
Church,  and  asked  the  same  question  he  asked  the 
Ephesian  disciples,  "  Have  ye  received  the  Holy  Ghost 
since  ye  believed?  "  the  reply  would  be  almost  the 
same — "  We  have  not  so  much  as  heard  whether 
there  be  any  Holy  Ghost."  It  is  an  appalling  thing 
to  say,  but  it  is  unquestionably  true,  that  God  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  more  a  name  than  a  power,  more  a 
mystery  than  a  reality.  The  Creed  with  its  usual 
conciseness,  puts  the  tremendous  truth  with  simple 
plainness,  no  adornments,  no  explanation.  It  does 
not  direct  our  thoughts  to  the  Spirit's  work  in  Creation 
when  the  "  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of 
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the  waters  "  and  brought  order  out  of  chaos,  when 
"  By  his  Spirit  the  heavens  were  garnished  "  (Jobxxvi- 
13).  It  does  not  refer  us  back  to  His  share  in  the 
Incarnation  and  new  Creation,  but  the  simple  fact 
of  the  Divine  Spirit  is  placed  in  contact  with  present 
life,  corporate  and  individual.  The  "  Holy  Catholic 
Church,"  the  "  Communion  of  Saints,"  present  pardon 
and  future  existence  and  glory.  In  fact,  in  this, 
as  in  all  else,  our  Creed  is  meant  to  be  practical,  and 
when  we  say  "  I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost  "  we  are 
meant  to  ask  ourselves — What  does  this  solemn  belief 
mean  to  me,  as  regards  both  my  inward  life  and  my 
outward  action.  We  are  naturally  materialistic,  we 
prefer  something  we  see  and  touch  to  something 
invisible,  intangible.  There  is  that  in  the  solid  fact 
of  Creation  which  appeals  to  us ;  there  is  infinitely 
much  in  the  Incarnation  and  human  life  of  our  Lord 
into  which  we  can  sympathetically  enter.  He  was 
flesh,  so  are  we,  but  when  we  come  to  "  Spirit  "  there 
is  a  mysterious  feeling  of  uncertainty.  The  curious 
sentiments  which  have  gradually  gathered  round  the 
word  "  Ghost  "  perhaps  best  explain  what  we  feel. 
We  feel  we  can  say  as  truly  of  the  Spirit  as  of  wind, 
"  Thou  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  or  whither 
it  goeth,"  yet  we  know  wind  is  a  fact,  and  we  can  feel 
its  influences  and  notice  its  effects ;  so  to  every 
thoughtful  mind  the  fact  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  is  a 
fact,  the  influences  are  manifest,  but  the  effects  are 
beyond  human  expression  or  comprehension.  The 
first  thought  that  comes  to  us  in  connection  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  one  of  amazement,  that  One  so  Holy 
and  Wise  and  Gracious  should  condescend  to  comfort 
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and  guide  and  sanctify  such  miserable  sinners  as  we 
are.  We  sometimes  seem  to  think  in  a  sort  of  vague 
way  that  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the  Old  Testament  is 
different  from  that  of  the  New,  but  it  is  not  so,  the 
difference  is  in  degree,  not  character.  The  same 
Spirit  that  was  given  to  the  Seventy  Elders  of  Israel 
to  help  Moses  in  the  administration  of  the  camp,  and 
to  Bezaleel  for  the  artistic  work  of  the  Tabernacle, 
was  given  to  the  Apostles  and  Elders  for  organizing 
the  Early  Church,  and  in  "  diversities  of  gifts  "  to 
each  individual  believer  for  its  work  and  extension. 
The  important  fact  we  are  intended  to  commemorate 
in  our  Creed  is  not  simply  the  existence  and  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  but  His  personal  contact  with  our 
lives.  The  Holy  Spirit  under  the  Gospel  Covenant 
is  no  longer  to  be  the  endowment  and  privilege  of  a 
favoured  few,  for  special  emergencies,  only  an 
occasional,  exceptional  blessing,  but  He  is  to  be  the 
blessed  possession  of  every  believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 
the  Comforter  or  Paraclete,  who  will  always  stand 
by  us  in  every  circumstance, 

Enabling  with  perpetual  light, 
The  dulness  of  our  blinded  sight. 

We  believe,  moreover,  that  this  gift  is  not  now  of  a 
partial  and  transitory  character,  but  that  it  is  of  such 
fulness  and  permanence  that  God  has  said,  "  I  will 
pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh  "  (Acts  ii.  17).  We 
stand  amazed,  almost  incredulous,  at  the  vastness  and 
magnificence  of  the  Divine  promise.  For  the  "  all 
flesh  "  means  you  and  me,  and  the  "  pour  out  "  implies 
not  only  a  boundless,  but  a  perpetual  supply,  for  the 
"  river  of  God  is  full  of  water,"  and  however  great 
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the  need,  and  however  constant  the  change  of  circum 
stance,  yet  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God  is  in  full 
flood  to  meet  it,  and  this  "  pouring  out  "  is  intended 
for  each  one  to  be  a  "  taking  in."  We  must  be  willing 
to  receive  what  God  offers.  The  Divine  promise  is 
"  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you  "  (Ezek.  xxxvi.  27  ; 
xxxvii.  14),  and  by  this  amazing  gift  our  bodies  become 
the  "  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost  "  (i  Cor.  vi.  19), 
and  there  is  placed  in  us  not  only  an  immense  re 
straining  power,  a  steadily  increasing  sanctifying 
influence,  but  we  become  also  centres  of  divine  power, 
and  from  us,  as  channels,  "  flow  rivers  of  living 
water  "  (John  vii.  38).  Probably  some  of  us  would 
say  "  I  never  thought  when  I  said  '  I  believe  in  the 
Holy  Ghost '  that  it  meant  a  real,  personal,  endless 
blessing  to  myself,  and  even  more  a  responsibility  as 
regards  other  people,"  but  it  does.  God  now  intends 
this  priceless  gift  to  be  the  possession  of  each  true 
believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  if  they  will  only  humbly, 
sincerely,  ask  Him  for  it ;  as  Jeremy  Taylor 
beautifully  says — "  By  His  fire  God  can  kindle  the 
smallest  lamps  to  His  glory,  making  them  like  the 
golden  candlesticks  that  burn  before  His  Throne." 
The  Bible  tells  us  in  clearest  language  that  this  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  is  not  simply  the  power  that  created 
and  arranged  the  world,  but  the  power  that  is  to  re 
create  our  sinful  nature,  and  we  may  receive  the  "  Spirit 
of  adoption,"  by  which  we  can  cry  "Abba,  Father  " 
(Rom.  viii.  15).  The  Nicene  Creed  expands  this 
expression  of  our  faith  by  reminding  us  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  "  The  Author  and  Giver  of  Life  "  and  "  Spake 
by  the  Prophets."  So  we  can  sum  up  our  belief  best 
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by  thinking  of  Him  as  (i)  The  Author  of  Life,  (2)  The 
Giver  of  Power,  (3)  The  Revealer  of  Truth. 

It  has  been  very  rightly  said  "  His  operation  is 
twofold,  that  which  quickens  to  new  life,  and  that 
which  sends  forth  the  new  life  on  the  world."  Con 
fusion  between  these  two  operations  of  the  Spirit  has 
led  many  into  error.  Before  we  can  possibly  "  walk 
in  -newness  of  life  "  we  must  have  received  life — 
spiritual  life — and  as  our  Lord  told  Nicodemus,  this 
is  entirely  the  work  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  "  Only 
that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit,"  and  unless 
we  are  thus  "  born  of  the  Spirit,"  we  cannot,  on  the 
very  highest  authority,  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

This  new  life  is  implanted  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  when 
the  soul  by  an  act  of  personal  appropriating  faith 
accepts  the  Atonement  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  on 
Calvary,  and  can  thankfully  say  "  /  have  been 
crucified  with  Christ,  yet  no  longer  I  live,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me  "  (Gal.  ii.  20,  R.V.)  ;  through  this  grave 
and  gate  of  death,  the  soul  rises  to  a  glorious  resur 
rection  to  walk  in  "  newness  of  life."  The  Cross  of 
Christ  is  no  longer  an  historic  fact,  but  a  personal 
experience,  and  as  the  old  life  of  sin  and  condemnation 
ends  at  the  Cross,  so  the  new  life  of  service  and 
obedience  begins  there,  and  in  the  blessed  assurance 
of  "no  condemnation "  we  walk  henceforth  "  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit  "  (Rom.  viii.  i,  2). 
We  believe  it  is  by  no  mechanical  means  of  ritual 
or  ceremony,  but  only  by  the  Holy  Ghost  that  this 
great  and  eternal  change  is  wrought  in  the  soul. 

But  this  new  life,  if  it  is  to  be  a  happy,  healthy, 
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useful,  spiritual  life,  needs  power,  and  for  this  "  I 
believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost."  Duties  always  lie  around 
us,  influence  is  always  radiating  from  us,  opportunities 
of  all  kinds  come  to  us  with  every  passing  day,  and 
the  really  earnest  heart  cries  out,  "  Lord,  how  can  I 
use  this  new  life  best,  for  I  shall  not  pass  this  way 
again  ?  "  In  the  thrilling  narratives  of  the  Old 
Testament,  we  learn  how  the  Spirit  of  God  taught 
Bezaleel  "  to  devise  curious  works  in  gold,  silver, 
brass,"  for  the  glorification  of  the  Tabernacle ;  how 
David  was  taught  to  "  tune  his  harp  of  solemn  sound," 
how  Joshua  became  a  victorious  general,  and  how 
prophets  and  priests  warned  or  encouraged  the  con 
stantly  swaying  impulses  of  the  chosen  people.  Such 
guiding  influences  of  the  Divine  Spirit  did  not  pass 
away  with  the  Old  Testament  dispensation,  but  in 
new  and  more  marvellous  ways  inspired  the  whole 
Church  of  God  and  the  individual  believer.  "  Gifts 
of  healing,  working  of  miracles,  discerning  of  spirits, 
divers  kinds  of  tongues  "  awoke  men's  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a  new  era  had  dawned  upon  the  world, 
and  drew  their  thoughts  to  the  things  of  God ;  and 
though  these  exceptional  gifts  have  mostly  passed 
away  with  their  necessity,  yet  it  is  the  same  Spirit 
working  now,  in  the  sanctification  of  the  believer 
and  the  extension  of  the  Church,  "  dividing  to  each 
one  severally  as  he  will  "  (i  Cor.  xii.  9,  n).  We 
may  not  have  "  tongues  of  fire,"  but  we  sadly  need 
hearts  on  fire  ;  greatly  do  we  all  need  to  pray — 

Set  on  fire  our  hearts'  devotion 
With  the  love  of  Thy  dear  name ; 

and  this  divine  fire  will  burn  up  all  the  selfishness 
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and  pride  and  laziness  of  our  lives,  and  we  shall  know 
"  the  secret  of  the  Lord,"  and  what  it  is  to  be  "  bap 
tized  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire."  We  shall 
"  covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts."  We  shall  desire 
with  deepening  intensity  to  "  bring  forth  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit  "  to  the  glory  and  praise  of  God.  We 
need  to  realize  the  truth  of  Chalmers's  words  :  "  Every 
man  is  a  missionary,  for  ever,  for  good  or  for  evil, 
whether  he  intends,  or  designs  it,  or  not.  He  may 
be  a  blot  radiating  outward  to  the  very  circum 
ference  of  society  his  dark  influence,  or  he  may  be  a 
blessing  spreading  benediction  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  world,  but  a  blank  he  cannot  be."  To 
be  thus  a  blessing,  we  each  one  need  to  say  from  our 
hearts  "  I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,"  yet  the  gift 
of  spiritual  life  and  the  bestowal  of  power  for  faithful 
and  useful  service  is  not  enough,  unless  we  also 
"  perceive  and  know  what  things  we  ought  to  do." 
It  was  with  a  keen  foresight  of  what  tremendous 
problems  and  difficulties  the  future  held  for  the 
believer  and  the  Church  that  the  Lord  promised  them 
"  the  Spirit  of  truth,"  to  revive  in  their  minds  the 
memory  of  His  words  and  "  lead  them  into  all  truth." 
This  process  is  ceaseless  through  all  time :  we  shall 
never  exhaust  the  wonders  of  God's  grace,  the  depths 
of  the  Atonement,  the  triumph  of  God's  Kingdom 
in  the  hearts  and  world  of  men  ;  but — "  I  believe  in 
the  Holy  Ghost  "  not  merely  as  the  living,  controlling, 
directing  power  of  the  great  Church  of  God,  but  for 
myself,  for  my  daily  needs,  duties,  perplexities,  dangers. 
This  is  where  the  comfort  of  the  Creed  is  meant  to 
come  in.  The  Holy  Spirit  must  be  believed  in  as 
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the  Christian's  personal  Friend,  One  who  can  be 
spoken  to,  consulted,  loved,  obeyed — a  true  "  Para 
clete  " — that  is  one  standing  by  our  side,  subduing 
the  evil  passions  of  our  hearts,  breathing  into  us 
thoughts  of  holiness  and  peace.  No  real  Christian 
need  ever  be  lonely  or  perplexed.  The  most  learned 
in  the  world's  school  are  often  the  most  ignorant  in 
God's.  The  things  of  God  are  foolishness  to  the 
natural  man,  but  God  reveals  them  to  His  believing 
children  by  His  Spirit,  and  the  puzzled  heart  that  asks 
for  light  will  never  be  denied  it,  and  the  earnest  heart 
that  asks  for  guidance  will  never  be  refused,  and  the 
sad  heart  which  comes  for  comfort  will  never  go 
empty  away.  And  this  realization  of  the  personal 
companionship  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  quietly  but 
surely  grow  within  if  we  train  our  minds  to  think  of 
it,  our  hearts  to  pray  for  it.  We  shall  repeat  these 
words  not  simply  as  our  formal  assent  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  mysterious  power  and  presence  in  the  world 
and  the  Church  we  do  not  understand,  but  as  the 
glad  reminder  to  ourselves  that  we  are  not  "  orphans," 
friendless  and  alone,  but  the  happy  possessors  of  a 
Divine  Friend  and  Guide.  Most  of  us  seem  to  think 
that  this  Divine  Teacher  only  speaks  to  us  at  life's 
critical  moments,  or  under  conditions  of  extraordinary 
solemnity.  We  forget  that  all  this  life  to  the  child 
of  God  is  lesson-time,  that  every  experience  of  pleasure, 
or  pain,  perplexity  or  temptation,  is  sent  to  teach  us 
(if  we  will  but  learn)  deeper  love,  simpler  trust, 
stronger  hope.  God  wastes  no  time  and  spares  no 
trouble  in  the  education  of  His  children,  and  when 
we  say  "  I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost  "  we  refresh  our 
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hearts  with  the  sure  conviction  that  "  He  sanctifieth 
all  the  elect  people  of  God,"  and  that,  in  ways  often 
mysterious  and  unknown  to  us,  that  wonderful  process 
of  divine  grace  is  surely  being  accomplished  whereby 
we  are  being  prepared  for  the  "  many  mansions 
prepared  for  us,"  that  so  there  will  be  no  incongruity 
between  the  glorified  inhabitant  and  the  glorious 
habitation,  but  a  perfect  harmony  between  the  tastes 
of  the  persons  and  the  conditions  of  the  place,  for  this 
alone  can  possibly  make  Heaven  happy  to  the  soul, 
and  this  alone  is  the  ceaseless,  quiet  work  of  that 
Divine  Spirit,  in  whom  we  believe,  for  whom  we  pray, 
and  to  whom  we  look  to 

Lead  us  to  holiness,  the  road 

That  we  must  take  to  dwell  with  God  ; 

Lead  us  to  God,  our  final  rest, 

To  be  with  Him  for  ever  blest. 


CHAPTER   XII 


"  By  one  Spirit  we  are  all  baptized  into  one  body  .  .  .  and 
the  eye  cannot  say  unto  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee  .  .  .  now 
ye  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and  members  in  particular  "  (i  Cor. 
xii.  13,  21,  27). 


"  THE   HOLY   CATHOLIC   CHURCH,   THE   COMMUNION 
OF  SAINTS  " 
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"  By  one  Spirit  we  are  all  baptized  into  one  body  .  .  .  and 
the  eye  cannot  say  unto  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee  .  .  .  Now 
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"  THE   HOLY   CATHOLIC   CHURCH,   THE   COMMUNION 
OF  SAINTS  " 

WHEN  we  come  to  these  words  of  our  Creed,  we  are 
reminded  that  truth  is  progressive,  faith  expansive, 
and  that  life  means  growth.  In  the  first  unshadowed 
glory  of  Pentecost  the  infant  Church  knew  it  was 
holy,  but  it  scarcely  conceived  the  idea  that  it  was 
catholic.  In  the  glow  of  a  first  love,  the  saints  strove 
most  practically  to  realize  that  they  were  a  community, 
but  they  could  not  yet  understand  they  were  "  a 
communion."  Being  yet  but  children  in  spiritual 
understanding,  they  spake  as  children,  understood 
as  children,  but  under  the  tuition  of  the  Divine  Spirit, 
and  growing  in  the  faith  and  knowledge  of  the  Son 
of  God,  they  became  men,  and  put  away  childish 
things.  Not  that  the  faith  of  childhood  is  erroneous, 
but  it  needs  experience  to  enlarge  and  solidify  it. 
So  it  was  only  the  education  of  trial  and  change, 
solemnly  gained  as  the  years  passed  by,  which  taught 
the  Church  the  greatness  of  her  mission  to  the  teeming 
myriads  around  her,  and  she  realized  she  was  intended 
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to  be  catholic,  and  also  taught  the  individual  believers 
there  was  a  fellowship,  or  "  communion  "  more  far- 
reaching  than  a  mere  participation  in  temporal  goods  ; 
so  that  they  recognized  with  infinite  thankfulness 
"  The  Communion  of  Saints." 

The  first  editions  of  the  Creed  only  expressed  belief 
in  the  "  Holy  Church,"  and  it  was  not  till  the  end  of 
the  fifth  century  we  find  the  word  "  Catholic  "  added. 
Not  that  it  was  not  "  catholic  "  and  intended  to  be 
catholic  from  the  very  first,  but  that  the  vision  was 
so  overwhelmingly  grand  and  the  responsibility  so 
terribly  great,  that  the  Church  almost  shrank  from 
claiming  so  stupendous  a  privilege.  But  when  we 
use  that  word  "  Catholic"  what  do  we  mean  by  it  ? 
By  a  popular  and  widespread  error,  many  now  use 
the  word  "  Catholic "  as  meaning  only  Roman 
Catholic,  which  is  entirely  misleading.  The  Roman 
Church  has  probably  less  right  to  the  title  than  almost 
any  branch  of  the  Christian  Church,  for  she  has 
departed  further  from  primitive  truth  than  any 
section.  The  word  is  a  precious  one,  and  we  need 
to  understand  its  meaning  fully  in  order  that  we  may 
prize  its  value  in  our  Creed.  The  word  "  Catholic  " 
is  derived  from  a  Greek  word  which  means  "  belonging 
to  the  Lord."  It  should  remind  all  believers  that 
they  are  not  their  own,  they  are  bought  with  a  price, 
they  belong  to  Christ,  not  to  themselves,  not  to  any 
sect  or  party  of  believers,  but  first  of  all  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  His  followers,  His  servants,  His 
soldiers.  This  word  is  quite  different  from  the  word 
"ecclesiastical,"  which  means  "belonging  to  the 
Church."  That  is  a  great  privilege,  but  it  is  not  so 
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great  as  the  first.  "  Catholic  "  reminds  us  each  and 
all  that  we  belong  to  the  ever  victorious  Captain, 
ecclesiastical  tells  us  only  we  are  members  of  His  army. 
An  old  writer  of  the  Gallican  Church  asks,  "  What  \ 
is  the  Catholic  Church  but  the  people  who  have  been 
dedicated  to  God  throughout  the  world  ?  "  and  that 
question  gives  us  the  key  to  the  later  and  more  usual 
meaning  which  has  grown  up  round  the  word — that 
is  universal.  Christ  died  for  all,  all  should  therefore 
live  to  Him.  The  Redemption  was  universal,  so  the 
consecration  should  be  universal  too,  and  it  was  the 
mission  of  the  Church  to  preach  this  Redemption,  to 
enforce  this  consecration,  so  "  Catholic "  became 
universal,  and  sums  up  her  duty  and  her  privilege. 
As  the  Te  Deum  sings,  "  The  Holy  Church  throughout 
all  the  world  doth  acknowledge  Thee."  The  word 
expresses  for  us  the  solidarity  of  the  Christian  brother 
hood.  It  reminds  us  of  St.  Paul's  words  :  "  Now 
hath  God  set  the  members  every  one  of  them  in  the 
body  as  it  hath  pleased  him,  now  are  they  many 
members  yet  but  one  body "  (i  Cor.  xii.  18,  20). 
The  inspired  words  of  the  apostle  as  well  as  our  Creed 
warn  us  against  despising  those  who  belong  to  other 
members  of  the  body  beside  our  own.  "  The  eye 
cannot  say  unto  the  hand  I  have  no  need  of  thee  ;  nor 
again,  the  head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you. 
Nay,  much  more  those  members  of  the  body  which 
seem  to  be  more  feeble  are  necessary."  In  Bishop 
Westcott's  remarkable  words,  "  There  never  was  an 
epoch  since  the  Church  spread  beyond  Jerusalem 
when  the  one  body  of  Christ  was  one  in  visible  uni 
formity,  or  even  one  in  perfect  sympathy."  "Still, 
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let  us  rate  the  differences  of  Christians  as  highly  as 
we  will,  there  yet  remains  a  common  faith  in  the 
presence  of  which  they  are  almost  as  nothing."  For 
the  catholicity  of  the  Church  does  not  refer  only  to 
the  extension  of  the  Christian  Faith  throughout  the 
whole  world,  but  also  to  the  universality  of  its  teaching. 
It  not  only  spreads  everywhere,  but  it  embraces  in 
its  manifold  forms  the  whole  truth.  It  is  called  to 
preach  and  safeguard  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  and 
also  to  adapt  it  to  various  nations,  characteristics, 
conditions. 

When,  therefore,  we  express  our  belief  in  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church,  we  mean  that  we  individually  and 
publicly  acknowledge  we  belong  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ — body,  soul  and  spirit — that  we  are  not  our 
own,  and  we  avow  it  is  our  individual  duty  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  this  redemption  throughout  the 
whole  world,  so  that  other  men  may  obey  the  same 
divine  rules  of  life,  and  look  forward  to  the  same 
blessings  in  the  world  to  come.  It  is  the  perpetual 
disavowal  of  religious  selfishness,  the  perpetual 
avowal  of  universal  duty  and  love.  But  while  we 
thankfully  recognize  that  the  Church  is  Catholic, 
we  must  never  forget  that  it  is  intended  first  of  all 
to  be  Holy.  Many  think  and  talk  far  more  of  the 
unity  of  the  Church  than  of  her  purity  and  holiness, 
yet  holiness  of  life  and  purity  of  doctrine  are  the  first 
essentials  of  the  Christian  Church.  We  are  far  too 
ready  to  consider  how  what  we  call  the  Church  looks 
to  the  world,  rather  than  how  it  appears  to  an  all- 
seeing,  heart-searching  God.  Our  hearts  may  well 
ache  within  us  when  we  see  how  terribly  both  we 


THE  CREED  IN  DAILY  LIFE  141 

ourselves  and  the  whole  visible  Church  fall  short  of 
our  high  calling  ;  yet  the  root  idea  of  every  branch  of 
the  Christian  Church,  however  diverse  in  other  things, 
is  to  transform  the  life  of  men  and  make  them  holier, 
to  change  the  heart,  not  merely  enlighten  the  head, 
and  to  quote  Bishop  Westcott  again — "  The  Church 
offers  to  all,  without  reserve,  and  without  doubt,  the 
calling  to  holiness  and  the  assurance  the  call  can  be 
obeyed." 

The  key  to  this  holiness  of  life  is  to  be  found,  our 
Saviour  Himself  tells  us,  in  the  personal  study  and 
appropriation  of  His  own  word — "  Now  ye  are  clean 
through  the  word  which  I  have  spoken  unto  you  " 
(John  xv.  3).  He  prayed — "  Sanctify  them  through 
thy  truth,  thy  word  is  truth  "  (John  xvii.  17).  There 
fore,  as  one  of  our  greatest  scholars  has  said,  "  Slowly 
and  certainly  the  full  collection  of  prophetic  and 
apostolic  scriptures  were  brought  perfectly  together, 
and  the  same  epoch  saw  a  Catholic  Bible  and  a 
Catholic  Church."  For  the  Catholic  Church  is  not 
only  universal  in  extent,  but  it  embraces  the  whole 
truth  ;  and  if  every  member  of  it  receives  and  obeys 
that  truth  it  will  be  a  holy  Church,  and  what  a  solemn 
responsibility  is  that  to  you  and  me  !  "  For  as  he 
that  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so  be  ye  holy  in  all  manner 
of  conversation  "  (i  Peter  i.  15).  When,  therefore, 
we  express  our  belief  in  "  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,"  we 
acknowledge  that  we  are  called  to  personal  holiness  and 
personal  consecration  as  "  belonging  to  the  Lord,"  and 
we  afnrm  that  it  is  our  duty,  our  privilege,  to  do  our 
utmost  to  make  all  other  people  everywhere  to  belong 
to  Him  too.  And  here  our  Creed  does  not  leave  us 
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without  quietly  reminding  us  of  the  new  Command 
ment — the  eleventh,  as  it  has  been  called — when 
our  Master  said  "  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto 
you,  that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved  you  " 
(John  xiii.  34),  and  we  solemnly  express  our  belief 
in  the  "  Communion  of  Saints."  The  fact  means 
infinitely  much  to  us  both  of  privilege  and  of  comfort, 
and  of  hope. 

Part  of  the  host  have  passed  the  flood, 
And  part  are  passing  now. 

It  awakens  with  its  blessed  assurance  the  tenderest 
and  holiest  memories  of  our  lives.  It  reminds  us  of 
that  indissoluble  bond  which  unites  "  The  Church 
Militant  here  on  earth  "  and  the  Church  Triumphant 
in  glory.  It  speaks  to  us  of  an  invisible  Church — one 
free  from  all  the  defects  and  defilements  of  any  earthly 
organization — one  where  every  saint  is  a  trophy  of 
redeeming  love,  and  is  crowned  with  everlasting 
glory :  "A  glorious  Church,  not  having  spot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  but  holy  and  without 
blemish  "  (Eph.  v.  27).  Yet,  while  the  words  warm 
our  hearts  and  vitalize  our  courage,  they  come  down 
to  our  daily  life  of  duty,  and  put  the  finger  of  solemn 
warning  upon  our  relationship  to  one  another.  We 
are  all  "  called  to  be  saints  "  (i  Cor.  i.  2,  and  the 
apostle  specially  reminds  the  Corinthians  it  is  the 
foolish,  the  weak,  God  specially  calls  to  this  "  that 
no  flesh  should  glory  in  His  presence  ").  But  how 
slow,  how  reluctant  are  we  to  hear  this  call !  How 
loudly  often  do  we  boast  of  our  Christian  Faith,  but 
how  little  do  we  care  to  hear  about  Christian  duty  | 
Professor  Swete  has  truly  said,  "  The  primitive  Church 
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did  not  confuse  saintliness  with  sinlessness,"  but 
neither  did  it  confuse  saintliness  and  worldliness. 
Those  first  days  of  purer  doctrine  were  also  days  of 
purer  life.  The  Communion  of  Saints  was  something 
very  practical,  and  sometimes  very  painful.  While 
we  cherish  in  our  hearts  the  comfort  and  encourage 
ment  of  these  words,  let  us  never  forget  they  mean  to 
each  of  us  most  solemn  obligations.  If  we  are 
members  of  a  great  Divine  Society  striving  after 
holiness,  and  marching  to  a  holy  home,  of  what  manner 
of  conversation  ought  we  to  be  ?  Are  we  trying  to 
be  saints  ?  Are  we  prayerfully  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  our  Master  Christ  ?  Are  we  so  speaking 
and  acting  in  our  daily  life  that  men  can  know  we 
have  "  been  with  Jesus  "  ?  Are  we  exercising  that 
kindness  and  brotherliness  towards  our  fellow 
believers  which  we  are  bound  as  Christians  to  show  ? 
Are  we  as  tender  towards  others'  faults  and  failings 
as  we  are  towards  our  own  ?  Are  we  ready  to  forgive 
even  as  God,  for  Christ's  sake,  hath  forgiven  us  ? 
Probably  you  will  say,  "  I  never  thought  the  Com 
munion  of  Saints  included  all  that  !  "  But  it  does, 
for  unless  you  are  trying  to  be  a  saint  you  cannot 
belong  to  the  Communion,  and  the  Communion  of 
Saints  means  the  discipline,  the  order,  the  unity,  the 
progress,  the  victory  of  the  divine  host.  Each  soldier 
must  do  his  part,  must  obey  orders,  must  help  his 
comrade. 

When  we  consider  the  strife,  sorrow,  suffering,  sin, 
selfishness,  schisms,  around  us,  our  hearts  sink.  Is 
this  the  result  of  twenty  centuries  of  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church  ? 
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But  lo  !  there  breaks  a  yet  more  glorious  day  ; 
The  Saints  triumphant  rise  in  bright  array  : 
The  King  of  Glory  passes  on  His  way. 

Alleluia ! 

From  earth's  wide  bounds,  from  ocean's  farthest  coast, 
Through  gates  of  pearl  streams  in  the  countless  host, 
Singing  to  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 

Alleluia  ! 

But  this  glorious  vision  is  meant  not  only  to  cheer  and 
comfort  us,  but  far  more  to  stimulate  and  strengthen 
us  for  present  duty,  present  self-sacrifice. 

We  think  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  and  we  see 
"  that  great  multitude  which  no  man  can  number, 
out  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and 
tongues,  standing  before  the  Throne  and  before  the 
Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
hands,"  and  we  know  it  is  the  perfect  realization  of 
the  divine  purpose,  worked  out  through  the  ages.  We 
think  of  the  Communion  of  Saints,  and  we  look  forward 
from  the  dimness  of  the  present  to  the  blinding  glory 
of  the  future,  and  yet  in  the  dimness  we  stretch  forth 
our  hands  to  the  brother  Christian  nearest  to  us,  even 
if  his  uniform  is  not  the  same  as  ours  ;  and  if  he  is 
weak  we  support  him,  if  he  is  sad  we  comfort  him, 
if  he  is  glad  we  rejoice  with  him,  and  thus  we  believe 
in  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  the  Communion  of 
Saints. 
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ness  of  sins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace  "  (Eph.  i.  7). 

"  THE  FORGIVENESS  OF  SINS  " 

IT  has  been  very  truly  said  that  the  great  mystery  of 
the  future  is  not  the  punishment  of  sin,  but  its  for 
giveness.  We  see  on  all  hands,  in  every  way,  that 
transgression  of  any  law  of  nature  means  penalty, 
punishment.  We  never  doubt  that  if  we  break  the 
laws  of  health  we  shall  suffer  ;  if  we  offend  against 
human  law  we  shall  have  to  pay  the  penalty ;  but 
yet,  strangely  enough,  when  we  come  to  transgressing 
God's  law,  we  seem  to  doubt  or  hesitate  whether 
we  shall  suffer  for  it.  The  devil  whispers  as 
persuasively  as  of  old,  "  Ye  shall  not  surely  die,"  yet 
as  sure  as  the  heaven  is  higher  than  the  earth,  and 
God  is  greater  than  man,  so  surely  will  transgression 
of  divine  law  meet  with  inevitable,  inexorable,  adequate 
punishment,  and  the  world  of  nature  around  us,  while 
it  speaks  in  no  uncertain  terms  of  punishment,  gives 
us  no  hope  or  expectation  of  forgiveness.  "  With 
her  there  is  no  return  of  opportunity,  no  obliteration 
of  the  past.  The  deed  done  remains  while  the  world 
lasts.  The  deed  undone  remains  as  a  blank  for  ever  " 
(Westcott).  Sin  works  out  its  inevitable  consequence, 
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on  ourselves,  or  from  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and 
man  is  speechless  amid  the  universal  experience  of 
all  human  history,  that  "  the  wages  of  sin  is  death  " 
— death  spiritual,  moral,  mental,  physical.  There  is 
not  a  single  thoughtful  man  in  the  whole  world  who 
would  not  say  unhesitatingly,  "  I  believe  in  the 
punishment  of  sin,"  but  there  is  no  thoughtful  man 
in  the  wide  world  that  would  dare  to  say,  looking  at 
things  only  from  the  natural  standpoint,  "  I  believe 
in  the  forgiveness  of  sins."  And  when  we,  as  pro 
fessing  Christians,  publicly  express  our  belief  in  this 
amazing  fact,  we  need  to  pause  and  think  how  much 
it  means,  and  how  contrary  to  all  expectation  it  is. 
These  four  words,  so  concise,  often  so  carelessly 
uttered,  contain  the  greatest  mystery  of  God  and 
man  ;  they  affirm  our  belief  in  the  fact  of  sin,  that  is, 
that  we  have  a  personal  relationship  to  God  involving 
duties,  the  breach  of  which  will  bring  upon  us  inevitable 
punishment,  but  also  they  affirm  our  belief  in  the  fact 
of  pardon,  contrary  to  all  natural  analogies  and 
experience. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  ominous  signs  of  the  present 
day  that  men  are  willing  to  deny,  or  belittle,  the  fact 
and  importance  of  sin.  It  is  regarded  as  either  an 
inevitable  defect  of  human  nature  or  a  moral  weakness, 
which  divine  justice  will  pass  over  with  scant  attention. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fatally  and  appallingly  untrue. 
God  is  not  a  God  that  "  hath  pleasure  in  wickedness  : 
neither  shall  evil  dwell  with  him  "  (Ps.  v.  4).  It  only 
shows  how  distorted  and  inadequate  are  our  ideas  of 
God,  when  we  have  such  views  of  sin.  This  careless 
and  false  conception  of  sin  is  quite  modern  and  also 
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quite  unnatural.  Through  all  the  long  course  of  man's 
history,  in  civilized  and  uncivilized  nations,  in  evefy 
part  of  the  world,  we  see  men  making  desperate,  if 
misguided,  efforts  to  offer  some  propitiation  for  sin  ; 
the  eager  desire  for  pardon,  lest  a  man  perish  in  his 
iniquities,  is  a  universal  craving.  The  loss  of  this 
longing  is  no  sign  of  greater  knowledge,  but  rather  of 
deeper  ignorance  of  things  divine.  Any  doctor  will 
tell  you  that  the  loss  of  sensibility,  inability  to  feel 
pain,  is  one  of  the  most  ominous  and  fatal  symptoms 
in  bodily  disease.  It  is  exactly  so  also  in  spiritual 
things,  only  of  infinitely  more  terrible  significance. 
Some  people  view  with  incredulity  or  contempt  the 
profound  self-humiliation  and  contrition  of  many  of 
the  most  saintly  characters  in  scripture  or  history, 
but  it  is  a  matter  of  the  most  tremendous  consequence 
to  us  if  we  do  not  feel  the  same.  The  Bible  is  full  of 
the  passionate  repentance,  not  of  the  most  wicked  men, 
but  of  the  most  holy.  The  self-satisfaction  which 
fills  the  heart  of  the  majority  of  religious  people 
to-day  is  no  evidence  of  a  nearer  approach  to  God, 
but  of  an  ever  widening  alienation  from  Him.  The 
nearer  we  get  to  the  light  of  God's  presence,  the 
blacker  and  clearer  stand  out  the  sins  and  defects  of 
the  soul,  and  the  words  of  godly  Job  become  the 
sincere  expression  of  our  heart's  deepest  experience  : 
"  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but 
now  mine  eye  seeth  thee,  wherefore  I  abhor  myself, 
and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes  "  (Job  xlii.  5,  6).  Let 
us  never  think  indifference  to  sin,  mere  formal 
expressions  of  penitence,  are  healthy  or  encouraging 
symptoms  of  spiritual  life ;  it  is  exactly  the  opposite. 
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The  soul  whose  agony  of  contrition  amazes  us  in  some 
mission  service,  or  at  some  season  of  spiritual  revival, 
is  infinitely  nearer  God  and  pardon  and  peace  than 
the  apathetic,  undisturbed  soul,  who  rests  fatally 
content  with  his  outward  respectability  or  religiousness, 
and  forgets  that  his  insensibility  to  the  sense  of  sin 
is  the  awful  but  sure  sign  of  his  spiritual  death.  The 
sense  of  sin  is  a  danger  signal.  Let  us  ask  ourselves 
quite  solemnly,  quite  sincerely,  does  my  sin  ever 
cause  me  real  pain  ?  Do  my  daily  countless  offences 
against  God,  in  things  done  or  left  undone,  give  me  a 
genuine  sense  of  sorrow  and  regret,  or  do  I  merely 
regard  them  as  an  inevitable  part  of  my  life  ?  By 
our  honest  answer  to  these  questions,  as  in  the  sight 
of  God,  we  can  form  a  very  fairly  accurate  idea  of  our 
soul's  condition.  So,  before  we  can  believe  in  the 
forgiveness  of  sin,  we  must  believe  in  its  reality.  The 
bite  of  a  serpent,  we  are  told,  usually  results  in  uncon 
sciousness,  coma,  then  death ;  so  the  bite  of  the  old 
serpent,  the  devil,  has  the  same  consequences,  and  the 
spiritual  coma,  so  awfully  prevalent  amongst  us,  is 
but  the  prelude  to  eternal  death.  But  immediately 
we  are  roused  to  see  the  virulence  of  the  poison,  we 
shall,  with  intense  anxiety,  seek  for  the  antidote. 

It  was  when  Martin  Luther,  tortured  with  a  sense 
of  sin,  cried  "  my  sin,  my  sin/'  the  quiet  voice  of  the 
old  monk  Staupitz,  reverently  repeating  these  wonder 
ful  words  of  the  Creed,  brought  peace  to  his  troubled 
conscience.  Yes,  just  in  proportion  as  we  believe 
in  the  reality  of  sin  shall  we  rejoice  in  the  forgiveness 
of  sin. 

But,  How  is  this  forgiveness  brought  about,  and  how 
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can  I  enjoy  it  ?  These  are  the  questions  which  eternally 
and  personally  concern  every  one  of  us.  How  ?  And 
St.  Paul's  explanation  comes  to  us  in  all  its  infinite 
wonder  and  power  :  "  He  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us, 
who  knew  no  sin ;  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him "  (2  Cor.  v.  21),  or, 
as  Article  xi.  of  the  Church  of  England  so 
clearly  puts  it,  "  We  are  accounted  righteous  be 
fore  God,  only  for  the  merit  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  by  faith,  and  not  for  our 
own  works  or  deservings,"  or,  as  the  Homily  of  Sal 
vation  expresses  it,  "And  whereas  it  laid  not  in  us,  He 
provided  a  ransom  for  us,  that  was  the  most  precious 
body  and  blood  of  His  own  most  dear  and  best  beloved 
Son,  who  besides  this  ransom  fulfilled  the  law  for  us 
perfectly,  and  so  the  justice  of  God  and  His  mercy 
did  embrace  together  and  fulfilled  the  mystery  of  our 
redemption."  These  words,  how  beautiful  and 
wonderful  they  are  !  yet  how  cold  they  seem  to 
express  that  mystery  which  the  angels  desire  to  look 
into,  which  saints  will  spend  all  eternity  in  exploring 
and  extolling.  If  we  really  accept  it  and  rejoice  in  it 
we  shall  indeed  say 

Love  so  amazing,  so  Divine, 
Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all. 

When  we  use  these  words  of  our  Creed,  we  avow  that 
we  believe  not  only  in  the  fact  of  sin,  and  in  the 
possibility  of  its  forgiveness,  but  also  that  we  accept 
humbly  and  thankfully  God's  way  of  forgiving  it.  We 
are  not  going  to  be  forgiven  our  way  but  God's.  To 
think  we  can  add  ever  so  little  to  the  atoning  work 
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of    the  Lord  Jesus  is  a  fearful  delusion,  an  eternal 

mistake . 

Nothing  in  my  hand  I  bring, 
Simply  to  Thy  cross  I  cling. 

That  is  why  the  Gospel  of  God's  grace  can  include 
everybody  and  exclude  nobody.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  birth,  or  position,  or  possessions,  or  education  ; 
every  one  has  to  start  from  the  same  platform, 
"  Lost/' 

Naked,  come  to  Thee  for  dress  : 
Helpless,  look  to  Thee  for  grace. 

A  king  must  be  forgiven  exactly  the  same  as  a  pauper, 
"  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons/' 

A  new  and  terrible  error  is  now  abroad  that  if  a  man 
dies  for  his  country  it  atones  for  his  sins.  There  is  not 
the  smallest  foundation  for  such  an  awful  delusion  in  the 
Word  of  God.  "  Not  by  deeds  of  righteousness  which 
we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us  " 
(Titus  iii.  5).  To  think  we  can  do  something  to  save  our 
selves,  to  try  and  construct  some  plan  of  salvation  which 
shall  gratify  our  natural  independence  and  pride,  has 
always  been,  always  will  be,  popular  ;  but  that  is  the 
one  thing  God  will  not  allow :  we  must  be  forgiven  on 
His  terms  and  not  ours,  and  until  we  accept  this 
pardon  absolutely  of  free  grace,  whatever  extenuating 
circumstances  we  may  plead,  there  is  no  divine  pardon 
for  us.  If  a  man  owns  he  has  been  a  thief,  but  pleads; 
he  is  not  an  adulterer,  his  cleanness  of  life  does  not  cover 
his  dishonesty.  For  a  man  to  say  he  is  patriotic  does 
not  condone  moral  defects  or  religious  delinquencies, 
For  persons  to  plead  they  are  morally  respectable 
(Iocs  not  atone  for  those  countless  hidden  sins  of  the, 
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heart,  of  which  we  are  all  terribly  aware.  No  !  we 
must  be  very  careful  not  to  let  any  distorted  views 
of  charity  blind  us  to  the  eternal  fact  it  is  only  the 
blood  maketh  atonement  for  the  soul ;  and  while  we 
can  leave  much  to  the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  we  have 
no  possible  right  to  invent  plans  of  forgiveness  which 
He  has  most  absolutely  ruled  out. 

There  are  some  very  simple  lines  which  put  the 
truth  quite  clearly  : — 

No — Nothing  to  do — For  being  born  dead 

You  must  needs  have  another  to  work  in  your  stead  ; 

And  Christ  Jesus,  in  Calvary's  terrible  hour, 

Accomplished  the  work  in  such  marvellous  power, 

That,  raised  from  the  dead.  He  now  offers  to  you 

Life,  pardon,  salvation,  and  nothing  to  do. 

No  !     Nothing  to  do,  till  you  are  saved  from  your  sins, 

When  the  power  of  doing  good  only  begins. 

One  is  well  aware  that  this  Gospel  of  God's  free 
grace  is  "to  them  that  perish  foolishness,  but  unto  us 
who  are  saved  it  is  the  power  of  God  "  (i  Cor.  i.  18  ; 
cp.  Rom.  i.  16).  Yes  !  Here  is  the  wonderful  fact, 
pardon  is  translated  into  power.  The  pardoned  man 
is  the  really  powerful  man:  having  peace  with  God, 
he  faces  the  future  with  its  work,  duties,  dangers, 
changes,  calmly  and  bravely.  He  knows  he  has  been 
pardoned,  not  to  be  idle  and  selfish,  but  earnest, 
self-sacrificing,  holy.  He  loves  God  and  works  for 
Him,  not  as  a  slave  but  as  a  son  ;  not  to  win  forgive 
ness,  but  because  he  has  received  it.  In  Bunyan's 
wonderful  allegory  we  read  how  Christian  lost  his 
burden  at  the  Cross,  how  it  rolled  into  the  sepulchre, 
and  he  saw  it  no  more,  but  then  with  exquisite  truth 
Bunyan  adds — "  Then  Christian  gave  three  leaps  for 
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joy,  and  went  on  singing."  There  were  plenty  of 
dangers  ahead,  plenty  of  difficulties  to  meet,  plenty 
of  discouragements  to  face,  but  the  burden  was  gone 
and  "  he  never  saw  it  again."  Even  when  fighting 
with  Apollyon,  when  suffering  in  Vanity  Fair,  when 
struggling  in  the  River  of  Death,  there  was  the  song 
in  his  heart,  the  song  he  learnt  at  the  Cross, 

He  hath  given  me  rest  by  His  sorrow, 
And  life  by  His  death. 

Dear  Reader  !  There  is  no  article  of  our  Creed 
touches  us  so  closely  as  this.  If  you  believe  in  the 
forgiveness  of  sins  as  a  fact — are  you  forgiven?  If 
not,  why  not  ?  If  so,  are  you  living  so  that  others 
know  you  are  a  pardoned  sinner  ?  "A  sinner  saved 
by  grace  !  "  Wonderful  privilege  !  Matchless 
dignity !  "  He  hath  taken  the  beggar  from  the 
dunghill  and  set  him  among  the  princes  of  his  people." 
"  He  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good  things ;  and  the 
rich  he  hath  sent  empty  away." 

"  /  believe  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins,"  and  with  these 
words  Heaven  opens  before  me.  For  what  is  Heaven  ? 
It  is  the  abode  of  "  God  and  of  the  Lamb  "  in  the 
midst  of  the  redeemed,  a  great  multitude  whom  no 
man  can  number,  who  have  "  washed  their  robes  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  No  sin  will  enter  there,  and 
no  unpardoned  sinner  will  enter  there,  and  the  King 
who  reigns  there  has  only  told  us  of  one  way  in  which 
pardon  can  be  obtained,  a  way  so  simple  no  one  need 
miss  it,  yet  so  solemn  none  dare  abuse  it. 

"  /  believe  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins,"  and  when  I 
reverently,  trustfully,  thankfully  insert  into  that 
belief  the  little  yet  all-important  word  "  my,"  and 
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believe  my  sins  are  forgiven  for  His  dear  name's  sake, 
what  more  do  I  want  ?  The  whole  Creed  is  radiant 
with  glory,  and  pardon  fills  me  with  power,  and  peril 
is  swallowed  up  in  peace,  and  prospect  becomes 
possession. 

And  the  song  of  our  pilgrimage  journey  will  become 
the  anthem  of  our  eternal  home  : — 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  who  forgiveth  all 
thine  iniquities,  who  crowneth  thee  with  loving- 
kindness  and  tender  mercies." 


CHAPTER    XIV 


"  That  in  the  ages  to  come  he  might  show  the  exceeding  riches 
of  his  grace  in  his  kindness  toward  us  through  Christ  Jesus  " 
(Eph.  ii.  7). 

"  THE  RESURRECTION  OF  THE  BODY,  AND  THE  LIFE 
EVERLASTING  " 


CHAPTER   XIV 

"  That  in  the  ages  to  come  he  might  show  the  exceeding  riches 
of  his  grace  in  his  kindness  toward  us  through  Christ  Jesus  " 
(Eph.  ii.  7). 

"  THE  RESURRECTION  OF  THE  BODY,  AND  THE  LIFE 
EVERLASTING  " 

VERY  truly  did  the  apostle  assert,  with  his  wide  and 
thoughtful  experience,  "If  in  this  life  only  we  have 
hope  in  Christ,  we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable  " 
(i  Cor.  xv.  19).  It  is  the  glory  of  the  future  alone 
encourages  us  amidst  present  gloom,  and  the  hope  of 
the  future  is  almost  blinding  in  its  splendour.  A 
recent  writer  has  said  "  I  have  my  expectation 
riveted  upon  the  Great  Retrieval,  wherein  the  Saviour 
of  the  Body  shall  reveal  Himself  as  such,  and  I  shall 
be  satisfied  when  I  awake  with  His  likeness  "  (M. 
Claire). 

Our  ideas  about  this  article  of  our  belief  are  often 
as  imperfect  as  they  are  inadequate. 

All  the  Western  Creeds  have,  without  exception, 
the  words  "  the  resurrection  of  the  flesh,"  and  the 
Church  of  England  so  puts  it  in  her  Baptismal  Service, 
while  the  Nicene  Creed  says  "  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead  and  the  life  of  the  world  to  come" ;  but  let  us  not 
think  the  three  expressions  are  really  alike,  they  have 
a  beautiful  and  needful  distinction  :  "  The  Resur 
rection  of  the  dead  "  brings  before  the  mind  the  vision 
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of  the  general  resurrection  at  which  all  that  are  in 
the  graves  shall  hear  His  voice,  "  The  Resurrection  of 
the  body  "  witnesses  to  the  restoration  of  the  individual 
life,  "  The  Resurrection  of  the  flesh  "  proclaims  the 
continuity  of  the  restored  life  with  that  which  went 
before  "  (Prof  Swete). 

We  always  somehow  think  of  a  disembodied  spirit 
as  imperfect,  and  this  is  because  we  realize  that  "  soul 
and  body  are  both  necessary  to  a  perfect  humanity"; 
a  body,  it  has  been  rightly  said,  "  belongs  to  the 
integrity  of  human  life,"  and  for  that  reason  Art.  iv. 
of  the  Church  of  England  instructs  us  that  Christ  did 
truly  rise  and  "  took  again  His  body  with  flesh,  bones, 
and  all  things  appertaining  to  the  perfection  of  man's 
nature."  We  instinctively  feel  that  the  mere  resur 
rection,  or  eternal  life,  of  the  soul  would  be  an  incom 
plete  result  of  the  Incarnation  and  Atonement.  We 
wait  patiently  but  stedfastly  for  "  the  redemption  of 
the  body  "  (Rom.  viii.  23).  The  universal  dread  of 
ghosts  and  spirits  in  all  ages  and  races  may  be  largely 
due  to  an  inborn  idea  that  man  is  imperfect  without 
both  soul  and  body. 

But  this  body  of  our  humiliation  has  to  die ;  we 
realize  the  necessity,  "It  is  appointed  unto  men  once 
to  die,"  but  while  Scripture  emphasizes  the  universal 
necessity,  it  gives  us  the  most  glorious  reason  for  it. 

This  present  body  is  "  a  body  of  sin,"  the  abode  and 
instrument  of  defilement,  and  it  must  be  taken  down 
to  be  reconstructed  as  "  a  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit  "  for  all  eternity.  Exquisitely  comforting 
and  reassuring  is  the  Scriptural  metaphor  so  often 
used  of  sleep  :  "  They  that  sleep  in  Jesus  shall  God 
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bring  with  him  "  (i  Thess.  iv.  14),  "  Christ  is  the 
firstfruits  of  them  that  sleep  "  (i  Cor.  xv.  20).  We 
are  assured  by  all  physiologists  that  in  sleep  we  grow. 
"  What  may  we  not  hope  from  such  a  sleep  on  such  a 
bosom  ?  "  as  Coleridge  says.  But  it  is  a  sleep  not 
only  of  restoration,  but  of  marvellous  change.  A 
churchyard  was  justly  called  by  our  Saxon  fore 
fathers  "  God's  Acre,"  and  this  holy  acre  is  a  seed-bed, 
one  so  glorious  that  the  apostle  tells  us  the  change  of 
the  unsightly  seed  to  the  splendid  flower  is  but  a  poor 
parable  of  it.  "  The  seed  itself  is  dissolved  that  life 
may  clothe  itself  in  a  more  glorious  form."  The 
resurrection  is  no  mere  reconstruction  of  the  present — 
"Thou  sowest  not  that  body  that  shall  be.  God 
giveth  it  a  body  as  it  hath  pleased  him.  It  is  sown  a 
natural  body,  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body,"  that  is  a 
body  suited  for  a  totally  different  state  of  existence ; 
"  We  shall  all  be  changed  " — such  are  the  words  of  the 
apostle — possessing  faculties  and  powers  of  which 
we  now  have  no  conception  at  ail.  People  who 
suppose  God  will  simply  reconstruct  the  body  we 
commit  to  the  grave  must  utterly  have  failed  to 
understand  the  apostle's  argument.  For  harvest 
does  not  witness  the  reconstruction  of  the  rotted  seed, 
but  something  quite  different  and  infinitely  more 
glorious,  yet  it  has  its  connection.  It  is  sown,  and  it 
is  raised ;  the  individuality,  personality  is  retained, 
but  under  entirely  altered  conditions.  The  old  root 
is  not  recognizable  in  the  lovely  flower.  Perhaps 
some  say — "Then  how  shall  we  know  one  another?  " 
for  reunion,  recognition  is  one  of  the  brightest  hopes 
of  the  future.  We  shall  all  be  altered,  we  as  well  as 
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those  we  love.  We  shall  all  mutually  possess  new  and 
wonderful  powers,  and  as  we  know  practically  nothing 
of  the  conditions  of  the  spirit  world,  we  know  also 
nothing  of  its  means  of  recognition.  But  that  we 
shall  know,  and  love,  and  communicate  with  those  we 
loved,  Scripture  certainly  assures  us.  It  is  vain  to 
speculate  about  how  we  shall  recognize  those  we 
have  loved  and  lost,  amidst  such  entirely  new  con 
ditions,  but  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  voice  may 
play  a  large  part  in  bringing  us  together—the  human 
voice  is  generally  detectable  under  all  disguises.  It 
was  the  one  thing  Jacob  could  not  alter  in  his  fraud 
on  Isaac,  who  said,  "  The  voice  is  Jacob's  voice,  but 
the  hands  are  the  hands  of  Esau  "  (Gen.  xxvii.  22), 
and  it  appears  to  me  the  voice  was  an  important 
factor  in  those  interviews  when  the  apostles  recog 
nized  their  Risen  Lord.  A  thoughtful  consideration 
of  the  part  the  voice  plays  in  Scripture  and  in  the 
experience  of  human  life  may  give  us  helpful  light  on 
this  subject.  But  "  we  believe  in  the  Resurrection 
of  the  body — of  the  flesh,"  that  is,  we  believe  God's 
infinite  power  will  provide  a  new  vehicle  for  the 
activities  of  a  pure  spirit,  one  endowed  with  powers 
quite  different  to  our  present  ones,  suited  to  entirely 
fresh  and  unknown  conditions,  yet  such  as  shall 
preserve  our  personality,  and  not  interfere  with  our 
mutual  recognition.  Spiritual  bodies  adapted  to  a 
spiritual  world  and  spiritual  occupations. 

Thus  may  we  believe  in  the  Resurrection  of  the 
body,  accepting  with  humble  and  thankful  trust  that 
to  which  all  nature  points,  but  which  no  natural 
illustration  adequately  describes.  We  believe  that 
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these  souls  of  ours  will  be  clothed  with  a  spiritual 
body  quite  different  and  infinitely  more  glorious  than 
our  present  material  bodies,  yet  not  mere  illusive 
spiritual  veils — for  our  Lord  said,  "A  spirit  hath  not 
flesh  and  bones  as  ye  see  me  have,"  and  "  He  did  eat 
before  them  "  (Luke  xxiv.  39,  43) — but  with  a  reality 
which  will  guarantee  personality  and  ensure  recog 
nition,  and  enable  us  to  enjoy  the  presence  of  God 
and  engage  in  His  service,  without  any  of  those 
frailties  and  defects  which  so  painfully  hamper  and 
humiliate  us  in  our  present  life. 

The  dead  are  like  the  stars  by  day 

Withdrawn  from  mortal  eye, 

But  not  extinct,  they  hold  their  way 

In  glory  through  the  sky. 

Spirits  from  bondagejthus  set  free 

Vanish  amidst  immensity, 

Where  human  thought  like  human  sight, 

Fails  to  pursue  their  trackless  flight. 

We  believe  in  "  the  Resurrection  of  the  body  "  with 
a  deep  passionate  belief,  but  we  leave  the  explanation 
of  the  mystery  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  has  revealed  it. 

But  we  believe  also  "  In  the  Lite  Everlasting." 
This  is  the  natural  sequel  to  our  belief  in  the  Resur 
rection,  for  it  is  necessary  to  our  peace  that  we  shall  not 
die  any  more,  and  this  our  Lord  assures  us  of. 
"  Neither  shall  they  die  any  more,  being  the  children 
of  the  Resurrection  "  (Luke  xx.  36),  and  in  the  vision 
of  the  Holy  City  St.  John  tells  us  "  There  shall  be  no 
more  death."  Yet  this  endless  life  will  be  so  entirely 
a  contrast  to  what  we  now  know  that  our  'poor  minds 
become  instantly  puzzled  at  what  it  really  means. 
"  Eternity,"  it  has  been  rightly  said,  "  is  not  an 
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extension  of  time,  but  the  absence  of  time/'  and  we 
have  no  precedent  or  experience  of  such  a  condition. 
Eternal  existence  will  be  no  blessing  but  the  opposite, 
unless  various  other  conditions  are  added  to  it.  The 
Nicene  Creed  expresses  it  as  "  the  life  of  the  world 
(or  age)  to  come,"  and  that  is  exactly  as  far  as  we  can 
go.  It  is  a  different  age,  absolutely  different,  from 
the  age  in  which  we  now  live,  in  its  circumstances, 
occupations,  hopes.  In  this  age  we  have  change, 
decay,  conflict ;  there,  such  things  will  be  for  ever 
entirely  unknown. 

But  to  the  child  of  God,  the  life  everlasting  has 
added  to  it  some  conditions  which  render  it  as  infinitely 
attractive  as  it  is  infinitely  mysterious.  We  are 
assured  that  our  condition  will  be  one  of  unclouded 
and  unvarying  happiness.  With  our  earthly 
experience  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  grasp  all  this 
means,  the  best  of  earth's  pleasures  are  only  for  a 
season,  the  happiest  days  we  can  remember  drew  to 
evening,  the  sweetest  moments  we  can  recall  passed 
all  too  quickly  and  became  only  a  cherished  memory ; 
but  there,  there  will  be  no  sorrow,  separation,  sin, 
weariness,  weakness,  pain,  decay.  We  have  the 
pledge  of  joys  so  great  that  language  fails  to  express 
them,  or  our  minds  to  picture  them.  In  the  words 
of  the  old  and  loved  hymn  :— 

Jerusalem,  the  golden ! 
With  milk  and  honey  blest ; 
Beneath  thy  contemplation 
Sink  heart  and  voice  oppressed. 
I  know  not,  oh,  I  know  not 
What  joys  await  us  there ; 
What  radiancy  of  glory, 
What  bliss  beyond  compare. 
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But  this  happiness  is  joined  with  a  condition  we  too 
seldom  associate  with  it  down  here — that  is,  holiness. 
It  is  perfectly  wonderful  how  the  hearts  of  all  men 
turn  with  a  pathetic  longing  to  brighter  times  ahead ; 
how  the  thought  of  "  Heaven  and  home  "  cheers  our 
hearts,  stirs  our  energies,  consoles  our  sorrows.  And 
yet  how  few  of  us  remember  the  essential  fact  that 
the  happiness  of  Heaven  is  inseparably  connected  with 
its  holiness.  To  the  heart  rilled  with  the  occupations, 
desires,  pleasures  of  earth,  such  a  prospect  has  no 
genuine  attraction.  We  may  sing  of  such  things  in 
hymns,  hear  of  them  in  prayers,  but  "  where  our 
treasurers  there  will  our  heart  be  also,"  and  unless 
we  have  learnt  truly  to  "  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness,"  to  long  for  that  holiness  "  without 
which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord,"  our  ideas  of 
Heaven  are  hopelessly  defective,  and  our  anticipations 
vain  and  hypocritical.  But  yet  there  is  another 
condition  of  the  life  everlasting,  of  that  future  age, 
which  is  to  all  healthy  minds  as  attractive  as  any.  It 
will  be  a  life  of  service  and  activity.  Well  do  I  remember 
a  fellow  student  saying  to  me  many  years  ago,  "  What 
a  bore  it  will  be  to  sit  on  a  cloud  all  day  singing 
hymns,"  and  I  quite  agree.  The  monotony  of  such  a 
state  would  be  intolerable ;  if  such  were  the  description 
of  Heaven  which  we  find  in  our  Bibles,  it  would  repel 
and  not  attract  all  earnest  people,  and  unfortunately 
it  is  the  foolish,  sentimental  strain  of  so  many  hymns ; 
but  the  idea  of  Heaven  in  Scripture  is  one  of  activity, 
of  happy,  ceaseless  service,  of  employment  animated 
by  a  holy  love,  and  exercised  without  weariness. 
"  His  servants  shall  serve  Him."  Love  finds  its 
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expression  in  service,  not  tedious,  not  distasteful,  but 
congenial  and  without  stint.  Let  us  lay  to  our  hearts 
that  last  word.  "  They  shall  serve  Him"  The  acme 
of  all  Heaven  will  be  the  vision  of  Christ ;  without 
Him  Heaven  would  be  no  Heaven.  "  They  shall 
see  his  face  "  (Rev.  xxii.  4),  St.  John  adds  to  the 
assurance  of  service,  and  in  his  Epistle  he  goes  yet 
further,  and  says  "  We  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall 
see  him  as  he  is  "  (i  John  iii.  2).  When  we  remember 
in  whose  blessed  presence  and  under  whose  loving 
sway  we  shall  dwell  in  the  life  everlasting,  all  appre 
hension,  or  misgiving  regarding  the  age  to  come  dies 
away.  The  soul  that  has  trusted  Jesus  here,  walked 
with  Him,  talked  with  Him,  loved  Him  with  a 
deepening  love,  served  Him,  even  with  an  imperfect 
service,  knows  that  the  actual  personal  presence  of 
Christ  will  be  such  unspeakable  joy  that  all  else  is 
guaranteed  by  it.  Shall  we  not  pray  with  increasing 
sincerity  ? 

Let  me  be  with  Thee  where  Thou  art, 
My  Saviour,  my  eternal  rest, 
Then  only  will  this  longing  heart 
Be  fully  and  for  ever  blest. 

And  as  here  life  never  means  stagnation  but  progress, 
so  we  must  believe  that  the  life  everlasting  will  mean 
to  us  a  perpetual  increase  in  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  God,  a  ceaseless  growth  in  those  virtues  and  gifts 
which  divine  mercy  has  bestowed  upon  us.  Thus 
do  we  "  believe  in  the  Resurrection  of  the  body  and 
the  life  of  the  age  to  come."  We  declare  our  belief 
not  in  something  unnatural,  but  something  super 
natural.  We  believe  that  if  that  which  is  done  a.way 
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is    glorious,   much   more    that   which   remaineth   is 
glorious ;  "  seeing  we  have  such  a  hope,  we  use  great 
boldness  of  speech  "(2  Cor.  iii.  12). 
A  French  poet  has  thus  expressed  it : 

As  a  passing  mirror  in  the  street, 
Flashes  a  glimpse  of  gardens  out  of  range, 
Through  some  poor  window  open  to  the  heat ; 
So  in  our  world  of  doubt  and  death  and  change, 
The  vision  of  Eternity  is  sweet, 
The  vision  of  Eternity  is  strange. 
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